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ATOMCIBt SAC, Klaisl - ' ' .■ " : 

Jtof oronco is oada fc# Boston letter to" $ha 
Bureau c&tod I0«2§-£7, copies o£ tf&eh viora itaebiafcea 
■yowomae* , ConffMenfriaX Infotoi&cT^. initM report of 
" ^>pegiaX tont.l MnfcPrt fn^U^ ig idoatiaO. vdlh 

V^^„+ i i» • .Li i ^ 3—1 *«fc**Vlew t&in individual 

i^oiaiseAy i'or tm ua&emU&ni requested in referenced 
|o#feon lafcter and. su&aifc- r§sulfca to reach She Buraan and 

-.^sisoii no latter than fifteen days £r©si tfao date s£ this 
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CONFIDENTIAL 



Assistant Attorney General William- F. Tompkins 



HOTS OH YELLOW : / 

Subject on Security Index* Department requested 
information regarding informants listed in reports furnished 
the Department in connection with the security investigation 
of subject in view of possible fraud, against the Government 
violation of subject for his denial of CP membership or 
6£ passport application. Identity and background of Penha 
furnished Department in previous communications clnd he 
is presently carried as a source of information by the 
Boston Office. Penha^rwas discontinued after he was 
expelled from the GP^hehehe came under suspicion efi being \ 
a "Government agent ." Heport being furnished Department '' 
serial 100 -2 97 832 -OG. Memorandum being classified " OunfidfcinUial * 
inasmuch as enclosed report so classified. Report Contains 
information furnished by source regarding CTP activities of 
subject &ad disclosure would be detrimental to the internal 
security. * . / / ' 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-372696) (ATTN: SECURITY INFORMANT SECTION) 



,0M: SAC, BOSTON 



a 

SUBJECT: ARMANDO PENHA 
SOI 

ARMANDO PENHA, SOI, 



■was interviewed at New 



Bedford, Mass., for the third time by GEORGE UJILLIAIS, HUAC Investigator, 
on 2/11/58. WILLIAMS told PENHA to be in Washington, D. C, on 2/21/58 ' 
at 10:30 A.M. to be interviewed by a Mr. ARANS (phonetic), Chief Counsel 
of the HUAC, for briefing purposes. 

PENHA was advised that he would be asked to testify at a public 
hearing before the HUAC at Boston, Mass., on or about 3/18/58 j that he would 
be the first witness called and he would be testifying for about two to 
three days. 

The provisions of SAC letter 57-51, Section I, dated 9/18/57, 
have been called to PENHA 's attention and they will be reiterated prior 
to his appearance as a witness before the HUAC. 
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S»0* »»ton I I ^^ 10 * ^58 



HEO- # director,. FBI (100-372^v| / P^OK^ AggBSTIOIi 

^ v some! of ETO&aiOTf 

Eearlet 2-2J-58 requesti&g; authority to continue payments 
to Penha is*' C»0*ij* basis »p to §l£0 per mouth for a period Of four 
souths effective 3-15-5 8 *• 

- It is noted Penha was expelled from the Communist Party (CP) 

in An/mat* 1956. and that he is not presently furnishing current 
&oSio/Iegar&^cility matters* 3ta view of the ^ormtion 
presently feeing furnished by Pehha, as spnaarised m ref erenesd * _ 

letter, authority to continue payments, to Mat us requested in referenced 
letter is denied* Authority is granted* however* to continue 
parents to him on a strict C«Q»B. basis up to %fi P*f 5^£°£ 
3nf ormatioh furnished and services rendered for a period of four 
months effective 3-15-5S* . 

■*Jteo weeks prior to the expiration of the above authorised 
period, you should submit an informative flpKrof information 
furnished % Penha together with your reeoiamendation regarding the . 
continuation of payments to him* 

If during the next payment period* it is determined that 
Penha is not in a position td furnish suff icienfe current information 
to justify the payment of $7? Be* month to hia, an appropriate^ 
adjustment should be made in the monthly payments made to him by your 
office* 

1 - Mr.. Johnson, 331 QPO 

' ' b3 

g MONlELL^ informant May, 19$Q to February, 1957, 

when he Was discontinued in as much ad, he vas not developing current 



Seels 5 lf is ™tS^t*l hTMrSS^i a Government witness in 

rouon _J51 w iS5 testiMl r ?lr Inl^oler&t in colec tion^ with this , pr o- 

Nichou = se cution and in view of information presently being f urnisnefi # 

*•"*-"' hy'him^lt is believed that the continuation, of payments to Ihim 

at the reduced rite, of $75 per month is ^usti^iW 
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Date 



1.1/26/57. 



11/26/57 

12/9/57 
12/12/57 

12/12/57 
12/20/57 



1/15/58 



Information 

PENHA also identified on this date the 
photographs of the following persons who 
attended a Communist Party meeting in 
Boston 9/28/57: 



| (BS 100-16160) 

EllOO-15635) 

I (BS 100-11772) 



PENHA also on this date submitted a 
written report on the National Broup 
Commissions (Bureau file 100-3-91 , 
BS 100-23166). 



[ 



PENHA wa s questioned concerning 



BS 100-27264. 



PENHA was questioned on the CP organization 
especially with regard to the New Bedford- 
Fall River area, BS IOO-7908. 

PENHA submitted a written report in connection 
with CP youth matters, BS 100-20781. 

PENHA was questioned concerning the following 
security subjects : 



~\ (BS 100-11637) 

~[bs 100-14478) 

(BS 100- 15261) 

](BS 100-31610) 



CP Strategy in Industry (BS 100-26893) ' 

PENHA was questioned concerning the following 
Security Matter subjects : 



Kbs 100-15801) 

|(B S 100-12615) 
I (BSOi©o§i75i6 ) 
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Date 
1/24/58 






Information 








| (BS 100-267^6) 




|(BS 100-20595) 




1 (BS 100-211141 




|(BS 122-25) 






PENHA was contacted in connection with 
f ollowig files : 








CP - Fall River-New Bedford District 

(BS 100-31934) 
CP Membership (BS IOO-30778) 
House of Un-American Activities Committee 
Hearings (BS 100-32353) 








IV. 


Amount Paid for Services and Expenses 
by Month 






Date 




Services Expenses Total 






11/15/57- 
12/14/57 




$150. $150. 






12/15/57- 
l/l4/5l 




125. 125. 






1/15/58- 
2/14/58 




135. 135. 








V. 


Type and Number of Meetings Attended and 


* 




Other Activities 




This SOI has not attended meetings because the CP 
leaders have been avoiding him for the past several months and 
it is now known, through another informant, that he was expelled 
from the Communist Party on August 19, 1956. 








VI. 

Wr 
Or 


Number of Written and Oral Reports Submitted 






itten reports - 2 
al reports - 18 
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VII. Information Furnished of Unusual Value 

This SOI Easjnot furnished any information of unusual 
value recently. However, this SOI has during the last pay period 
submitted two written reports of an intelligence nature concern- 
ing matters which came to his attention while he was Section 
Organizer of the CP of New Bedford , Massachusetts , during the 
past few years. The matters covered In these written reports 
included CP National 'Group Commissions and youth matters. 

VIII. Approximate Number of Persons on Whom 
Informant Furnished Coverage and Their 
Importance 

SOI has given Information on about ten CP members 
since October 25 , 1957. 

IX. Source of Information's Potential 

This SOI was considered to have been a key witness 
in the Boston Compros; however, that case was dismissed in the 
Federal Ciourt at Eos ton on November 15, 1957, at the request 



m 



attorney for the Department, and also at 



of 

the request or ANTHONY JULIAN, United States Attorney at Boston 
However, the case against MICHAEL" A. RUSSO under the membership 
clause of the Smith Act is still pending and this Source of 
Information would be a potential key witness in that case if 
the RUSSO case goes to trial. 

This SOI is also a potential key witness in the matter 
entitled, "Communist Party Infiltration of United Electrical 
Workers Union," in the event that case is again heard before 
the Subversive Activities Control Board. 

X. Stability and Reliability 

During the entire time PENHA has been .an informant 

I and as a Source of Information from February 4, 1957, 

he has not shown signs of any personal weaknesses, has had no 
domestic difficulty and has not shown any indication of unrelia- 
bility. Nothing has come to the attention of the Boston Office 
during this period which would Indicate that this SOI would 
become a security problem or a source of embarrassment to the 
Bureau . 

_ 4 - 
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XI. Indoctrination Against Disclosure 

Every opportunity has-been taken to properly 
indoctrinate this SOI against making any disclosure of his 
relationship with the Bureau through any media* 

XII. All Necessary Action Taken an Information 
Furnished 

Positive action has been taken on all information 
furnished by this SOI to date. 

\ °3D5II. Miscellaneous > 



In view of the fact that this source is a potential 
witness in the Smith Act case against MICHAEL A. RUSSO as well 
as a potential witness in the case entitled "Communist Party 
Infiltration of United Electrical Workers Union/ 1 before the 
Subversive Activities 'Control Board, and in view of the fact 
that the SOI was Section Organizer to the CP, New Bedford, for 
a number of years as well as a member of the District Committee 
of the CP of New England, it is believed he should be continued 
as a paid Source of Information. 

With Bureau approval PENHA has been interviewed three 
times _ at New Bedford since December 1957 by GEORGE WILLIAMS, 
Investigator of the House Un-American Activities Committee, and 
he has been advised by WILLIAMS that he will be a witness before 
the House Un-American Activities Committee when this committee 
holds a hearing in Boston on or about March 18, 1958. 

XIV. Recommendation 

I, therefore, recommend that authority be granted 
to pay this SOI at the rate of $150 per month on a C.O.D. basis 
for a period of ' four months for information furnished and 
services rendered effective March 15, 1958. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-372696) (ATTN: SECURITY INFORMANT SECTION) 
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•SAC, BOSTON 



S 



] 



SUBJECT: 



I 



AHHMDO PENHA 
SOI 



PENHA traveled from New Bedford, Mass., to Washington, D.G., 2/20/58 
at request of GEORGE mLLIAMS, HUAO Investigator, arriving 5:00 P.M. and 
conferred for two hours with WILLIAMS. On 2/21/58 PENHA v/as interviewed from 
9:00 A.M. to 12 noon by RICHARD ARMS, Director or* Chief Counsel for HUAC 
and for a short time in the afternoon by TimilAMS, arriving back in New Bedford 
that evening. 

ARMS told PENHA the HUAC Investigators consider him a good material 
witness; that he will be the first witness called at the HUAC hearing at 
Boston, Massachusetts, 3/18/58 and that this would be a public hearing. 

ARENS told PENHA he would be testifying for about four hours sgad the 
hearing would last for about k days* PENHA was instructed to be in Boston 
the day before he was to testify; that the HUAC would make a hotel reservation 
for him and he should plan to remain in Boston for the week in the event they 
wished to call him back to the witness stand after the first day. 

ARENS and TTIILIAMB told PENHA that he could be expected to be 
asked on the witness stand about his b ackgroun d; how he jo ined the CP; positions 
he heldjya the CP; CP leade rship in Ne w* England^ CP finan ces; trips he made to 
NYC for i tfae i CP; a trip he made to the sout h as membe r of " L tfae Natio nal ^Textile 
Coimrission of the CP; Communist infiltration; and United Ele ctrical Mem bers \ a* 



i__ 



Unlo n_coloniz.aitJ .on and infjlt ra^L^ToF xndustry 
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TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7582) 

PROM : SAC, BOSTON (100-32353) 

SUBJECT: HOUSE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN 
ACTIVITIES, NEW ENGLAND AREA 
IS - C 



ReBoslet 3/V58. 

GEORGE WILLIAMS, HCUA Investigator, on 3/5/58 advised Boston 
Office that he contemplates having U, S<> Marshal, Boston, 
serve following individuals for appearance at Courtroom #3, 
U. S. District Court, Boston, on March 18, 1958. 



Name 



Bufile 



mjiwemmmi 



100- 

100- 
100- 
. 100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 

vafio- 
100- 
100- 

100- 

100- 
100- 



237969 
347391 
297558 

211914 
330232 
•297262 
■299148 



Bosfile 

100-12770 

100-17785 
100-14506 

100-11637 
100-15407 
100-14206 
100-144 61 



360920 
340106 
346590 
375790 
34 
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100-24298 
100-15635 . 

100-17614 Tryi 
100-23781 ^ 
100-547 



END OF PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 



BS 100-32353 



In addition, t6 foregoing, WILLIAMS advised that on return to 
Washington, JD.C, he intends to mail U. S. Marshal, Providence, 
Rhode Island., subpoenas for following: 



Name 



Baflle 

100-415650 
100-333661 
100-77967 
100-18371? 



Bos file 

10O--29992 
100-27813 
100-18576 
100-17635 



Boston is reviewing files of the above" listed tp insure- Bureau- 
is in possession of complete information relating to- these 
persons. 

Bureau will be kept advised of all pertinent details regarding 
this matter. 
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ABMA1ID0 PEKHA 
SOURCE OF I13FOBMA1TIOH 
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Reurlet 3-5-58 advising Penha is due to 
testify for the House Committee on tfn~Ameriean Activities 
<HGIJA) on 3-18-58* 

Iiamediately contact Penha t# insure that he 
Ms furnished all information in his possession regarding 
security matters , that he has not retained notes or 
investigative reports of any kind* that he is not in a. 
position to Jeopardise current Bureau informants or 
investigative techniques and to remind him that If he 
testifies "before, the HCPA* he must he accurate and ~ 
truthful* - , 






&ou should further advise Pehha that his 
•decision to appear before the HCTJA is a matter that 
must he resolved solely by film* The results of your 
contact with Penha should fce immediately made known 
%p the Bureau* 



o 




Tolson 
Boardman 



. f • 

Pehha utili-zed as a paid security informant from 
19!?0 to 19^ when he was expelled from the CP and was no longer 
in a p&sition to develop current information regarding 
security matters. He is presently utilised as a source of 
information and authority is outstanding to pay him on a c.o.d. 
basis \0i to $75 per month. A disclosure has been made of his 
former informant status to the Department and he has testified 
before -gfie Federal' Grand Jury ih Boston, 

C- i'-^Tominimjbaii-the possibility of embarrassment to the 
Bureau in' connection With Penha 1 4 testimony befOBf the HCTJA, 
the above instructions are being transmitted to the Bostbn Office. 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 
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; DIRECTOR, FBI (100-372696) 
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SUBJECT: 



SAC, BOSTON 

ARMANDOT^ENHA, wa. 
SOURCE OP INFORMATION 



DATE: 3/5/58 
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PENHA advised on 2/26/58, that he was notified on 2/25/58, 
that he was laid off indefinitely from his job at the 
Acushnet Process Co., New Bedford, Massachusetts, due to 
lack of business. He had been employed there for the past 
seventeen months* 



PENHA was advised by SA 



on 2/26/58, that 



he could not apply for unemployment compensation from the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts and at the same time receive 
payments from the Bureau. PENHA said that where he still 
owes the Commonwealth approximately $920 for unemployment 
benefits received by him in the past, that he would not 
even apply for benefits now even though he is unemployed 
as the Massachusetts authorities would simply apply the 
current benefits to the amount he owes to the state of 
Massachusetts and he would not receive anything. 



PENHA is due to testify for the HUAC at Boston on 3/18/58. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-372696) 



SAC, BOSTON 



SUBJECT: 



ARMANDO PENHA 

SOURCE OP INFORMATION 



PENHA received subpoena to testify before 
HUAC at U.S. District Court, Boston, 3/18/58 at 10:00 a.m. 
He has been instructed by GEORGE WILLIAMS, HUAC Investigator, 
to be in Boston on 3/17/58 and will be the first witness to 
testify in this hearing. WILLIAMS has arranged for PENHA to 
stay at the Hotel Bellevue, Beacon St., Boston, Mass. all 
of next week in the event the Committee wishes to call him 
back to the witness stand. I tjLs expected he will furnish 
his testimony on .3/18/58.^ 



te^jVff&Mv*:. ^ 



"iC^o^j 



,fV,^ J -M ^^ '>*#.-,; 



LAUGHLIN 



m 




l"W' 



BOSTON AREA) 



P- Bureau f 100-372 696) fRM) _<* v ft 

2 - Boston | I <*.$> J'h 

«# (1-100-32353 HOUSE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERia^ACT&VITIEsV W 

-«& «S m'ar>&£ 1958 

0rW 



JBD/bat/bmh 
(5) 






T^B 



J*"* 




\f P ^v|a 






£ lwAn JL^e^glaent in Charg 



Sent 



* 



be 

b7C 



&u l* tt* mmrns 



Hareh 12, 1953 



tfEU A* H, BBI&OBT 



Hdnass co!^HXs$is on xsfritimtom ace 

Hew. England Area 



*te& 



Tolson 

. Nichols w_ 

Boardman . 

| Belmont ,— 

Mohr . 

| -Parsons _ 

.'Roseir 

I Tamm 



I [Trotter 
flNease 
1 Tele. Room 

Ipolloman 
1 Sandy 



In connection #ith hearings scheduled by the House 
Ooifiiai&te© on tXa^&aeriean, &etivlties {SC$S) in Boston, tw> 
former Bureau informants* Armando Fenha and 1-frs* Carol Harris 
tester* ^ill testify* She hearings mill* open in Boston on or 
"apout March i£» W«H ana the Boston, Office has advised tha% ; 
yhen the former informants testify y inquiries will be received 
from the local press representatives. In anticipation of these 
inquiries Boston, requested the Bureau to grant authority to 
make the following releases only after the local press has 
made inquiry? «. . 



..iiiiig,!^,, 



• 1 



iirmando Peaha w£$- never a Special Agent of the 
federal Bureau of Investigation* He voluntarily furnished 
information of a security nature "vhich cane to his attention 
concerning subversive activities to this Bareau from 1£$Q 
until T958* ■ • - . .'•-/•■. 

Carol garrls poster tras never a fecial Agent of the 
Federal Bureau of investigation, She Voluntarily furnished in- 
formation of a security nature ¥hieh came 1?o her attention; con- 
cerning subversive activities to this Bureau from 1$h6 until 1956. 
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Ponha «as horn 6*5~2D inifetT Bedford:^ llassaehusetts.* 
joined the Communist Party in 195& to furnish information to the 
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Memorandum. for &r* Boardman • . 

bb: mm ■ - 

STew England Area 

• ■ is-c 

Bureau* He was expelled from the £arty in 19^ when they became 
Auspicious of him and from then until, the present time he has 
functioned as a source of information* Authority is presently 
outstanding to pay him up to $7^ per month on a c.o.d. basis, 
ffenha testified "before the Federal Grand *Fury in Boston as a 
prospective witness in the Boston Smith Set case. This case will 
not be tried j however* as the indictment has been dismissed* " 
mm has advised Fenha, will be the first witness ana will testify 
for about four hours regarding his: activity in the Communist , 
Party, positions, he held such as member of the National Textile*, 
Commission and section, organizer,. Vie have instructed" Boston 
to remind Penha to be accurate and truthful if he testifies* 

Mrs. Foster was bom T2«-7^3; at Boscawen, Efew Hampshire, .'' 
and resides In'Fashua, Hew Hampshire* .In 19^6 she volunteered 
to furnish information on communist activities In Hew Hampshire 
and Joined the Communist £arty In older to obtain such information* 
She also became active in the Progressive Party and was paid for , 
her. services* She came under suspicion- by the Communist Party '• 
In \9$± and Was discontinued as an Informant in *95>& due to 
unproductlvity*. She has not been paid for her services since 
that time and '.in View Qf her SmuDlnehit testimony, Boston has been 
instructed to tell her she must be truthful and accurate if she 
testifies* 

mtmn '':;.'■"'. 

For approval > there is attached an airtel to Boston - 
authorising issuance of releases as* 'requested by Boston on Fenha 
and Foster after they testify for the HCTI& and only after the 
local press has made Inquiry concerning their status with the " 

FBI. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-372696) 

FROM; SAO, BOSTON 

SUBJECT: 



Am^M)0 PEHHA 
SOI 




Rebulets 3/12/58 and 1/3/58. 

Pursuant to instructions contained in r ebulet , 
PB"WHA was contacted on 3/34/58, PEUHA advised SA I 
I \ that he has furnished all information in his 

possession regarding security matters, that he has not 
retained notes or investigative reports of any kind. He 
was instructed to be accurate and truthful if he testifies. 
He was advised that his decision to appear before the 
HCUA is a matter to be resolved solely by him. 

Rebulet 1/3/58 stated the Bureau was taking 
action to advise the Chief Counsel of the HCUA that the 
testimony of PEHHA should be limited to his knowledge of~3 
the activities of the former Bo ston Smith Act defendants- -in 
order to avoid naming 



PEHHft "has no knowledge of any investigative 
te chnique s . 



a library of %S?out ''* 



PEHHA furnished to SA. , , 

150 books which JOSEPH FIGUEIREDO, former Section Organizer 
of Communist Party, Hew Bedford, Massachusetts gave to 
PEKHA when FIGUEIREDO went underground in 1951." This 
library consisting of Communist Party literature was to 
be returned to FIGUEIREDO by PEHRA if FIGUEIREDO returned 
to Hew Bedford, Massachusetts. PEHHft. maintained this 
library only for security reasons in the e .ve-sfe* Fa^lEiEKfiBO 
returned to New Bedford, Haasa^s^ts/T 1 ^- ^,/^§^ 8 ' 

Bureau will be kept advised of pertinent -d evelo pments. 




RHB : smg 

3 - Bureau ( 100-3726 96) 
2 - Boston 
Approved: _ 



Special Agent in Charge 



a - 134 1 



1 - (100-32353) (HCUA) 
Sent 



if i \^ v 




* 



cc Boardnan 
Belmont ~ 
Baumgar direr 
Dise 



FLAIR TEXT 



March 21* 195B 



«<" 



m<w$$E 



BKGSKX 



bo 
b7C 



T§: SAC, bostok 

Tmut mmsm, fbi (100-3-74) 

mm, is DAsji.c, sirra /aar forty,. j^iKm^'^smEit 

mmm bs - early afhsssw m<ch tottyfobe FlFTYiaeir fob • 

KW>SI> OF Hm£VH&XHG ^ffiNDO^SBBA -AS V&miiiiL SUTH ACT 

'•mTSsss^ in ppdikg «BstSHti* cases., bs wsmxnsm to contact 

VWm TO ADVISE TO OF ~~ 



VIMS MP TO P^UEST THAT HE 



be AWiuysLE ih jbs for mmmi oh rawr* - if puma hot 

AVAILABLE FOE l&TmVIE? IK B$ 0$ MBAY, ARRAK6E, ALTEMTE 
.M&.m-mtSB \ | OR HXS AFvRIVAt* \" Wtmai BSPOSTS OF 

fJENHA JM 3BE MS AVAILABLE fO | | F0% REYISTIF HE SO 

REQUESTS, 



'-' ll 

! 



*\1 






4- 



\ • FHD:&at ' - ' • ' 
(7) 

£^100-372696 (Penha) 
ROTE ON YELLOW: 



iTolsoii ^_ 
Nichols - 
3oqrdman . 
3elmont _ 
vlohr — : — 



■'arsons . 
3osen 

Famm 



trotter . 




V\r$ 



BVD:pat 



See Belmont memo to Boardman 3-21-53 re same caption 



lease ___^ — 
|ele. Room . 

[olloman, 

ridy ■- 



_ Telet 



FEDERAL | BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
J ft DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMRWCATW SEC& 

MAR g f£gjj TRANSMITTED 



r 



'noT'recorded 








init 



k-'i 



V 



■f*l 



1 



*^ 



b6 
b7C 



% ■ 



Mr* h. V. Boardsian 



Mr. A, H. Belmont 
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SMITH ACT OF 1940 
Department Attorney 



telephonically 
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) 



contacted Supervisor P, W. Pise on mtch 21, 1958, to advise 
that he is proceeding to Boston* Massachusetts, where he expects 
to arrive on Monday yH&trch 24, 1958. for the purpose of 
interviewing Armandodteba^ Penha is a fotaer Boston confidential 
infor&ant \v%^wasreliased for testimony in the Boston Saith Act 
conspiracy trial and t/ho has recently testified before the House 

Coiaaittee on Un-American Activities (&CUA) in Boston. |__ 

desires to interview Penha as a potential Government witness in 
pending S&ith Act membership cas£s. Department attorneys interviewed 
Penha prior to the dismissal of the indictment in Boston and his 
reports were made available for their review when they were ;> N 
preparing for the Boston trial. ^ 

I ~| is aware of the fact that Fenha resides 
at New Bedford, Massachusetts, hut advised he would like to 
iti-terview hitp in Boston and requested that Penha he alerted to 



*"> 



ja _ T _„ „ x . 

] plans by our Boston Office. . 

would confirs the above request by aemormmuir 



f, 



stated he 



mm-- 



A ttached for ap proval is a teletype to Boston 



advising of . - -, 

for Boston to alert i'enha to | 



spproval is a teletype to poston 

f req uest and conta ining instructions 



Fenha in Boston on Monday > March 24, 1958. 



] desire to i nterview 
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» The Communist Party in the United States is stronger than 
ever before, a congressional committee was told in Boston today. 
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Armand Penha ol 22 Dover 
st., Fairhaveh, testified that he 
had held high positions in. the 
party since 1950, when he be- 
came a Cbmmunnist at the re- 
quest of the FBI He said his 
leadership continued until a 
few days ago, when he was 
asked for advice by some fellow 
members who had been sub- 
poenaed to appeal: at these 
hearings. " 

Although the number ^ of 
Communists in the United 
States has been shrinking, "the 
party actually strengthens it- 
self every time "it weeds out the 
weaklings/' Penha told mem- 
bers of the House subcommittee 
on Un-American Activities. 

Penha was the first witness 
called in the heatings, which 
will continue through Friday 
at the Federal Building. In all 
there will he about 40 wit- 
nesses, including such old-line 
Communists as Otis Archer 
Hood, Daniel Boone Schirmer 
and Ann Burlak Timpson. 

Asked to name some of the 
Communists he associated with 
in his eight years in the party, 
Penha said He would start with 
the "big shots of the party in 
New Bedford." 

These, he testified, were him- 
self, Mrs. Mary Figuerido, Nat 
Sheldman, Nat's wife, Annie 
Sheldman, and Dan Amato. 

Mrs. Figuerido was in charge 
of press relations and dues in 
the^New Bedford area, Penha 
said. She "serviced" Com- 
munist Party sympathizers in 
their homes and was available 
as & courier, Sheldman alleg- 



edly was a "colonizer" who 
was instructed by the party to 
infiltrate labor unions. 

Amato worked in a rubber 
plant and his job was to in-' 
fluence fellow workers. 

Also, testified Penha, there 
was an Olga Sarezynsk;i, a 
"union organizer who put the 
Communist Party first." 

This morning's star witness, 
Penha, stated that he was em- 



ployed as an inspector for the 
Acushnet Process Co. Early in 
1950, he said, he got in touch 
with an FBI agent and offered 
his services as a spy within the 
Communist Party. 

He did this because he felt 
that, as an average citizen, he 
should do something to help 
maintain American freedom, 
he said. 

RED PROBE 
Page Thirteen 



Skipped Church 8 Years 




orst Ordeal— Penha 




REDS GET STRONGER when lorK uuy< 



Armand Penha, the Fairhaven 
man who is the latest under- 
cover agent for the FBI to be 
be brought forward to expose 
the continuing conspiracy, told 
of his trials and tribulations 
today. 

He told congressional probers 
in Boston" of the years of in- 
trigue and emphasized: 

"Once I was in the party, 
I realized that the very thing 
I needed to have close to me 
I could not have— my religion." 

Penha told of his cloak-and- 
dagger experience at the invita- 
tion of committee counsel Ar ens, 
who asked that the witness de- 
scribe his life in the ranks of 
*;this godless conspiracy." 

The anti-Communist agent 
said he was born in New Bed- 
ford in 1920 and in 1932 was 
taken to Portugal with his par- 
ents. There he remained until 
1940 when he returned and was 
subsequently employed by the 
United States Government 
Office of Censorship in New 



they weed out the weaklings, 
counterspy Armand ^ Penha, told 
Congressional committee here. 
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Probers Told Party. Gains 
By' Weeding Out Weattngs 
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Continued from the<Fir$t¥age 

J * Subcommittee counsel Rich- 
ard Arens asked what titles 
£snha had held in the Commu^ 
nist Party. 

His first titled office was- as 
section organizer for the New„ 
Bedford area, Penha declared. 
This made him; "head Commu- 
nist for that area." 

Subsequently, he became 
chairman for the Bristol 
County Area, taking m New 
Bedford, Taunton and Fair 
River. He was also ^'regional* 
sectional organizer, and a dele-;. 
gate to, the s party's Rational, 
textile .commission- • in J New 
York City, * / ' 

"What was your last service to 
the party and when .did you per- 
form it?" Arens inquired, 
' "Just this past 1 Week/" respond- 
ed Penha. '-'As head of the party 
in the New Bedford area, I was 
aooroached by a couple of-party 
members as to how they should 
conduct themselves before this 
committee. w , . 

"I'sutmlied them with copies of 
x> r e v i o u s committee* hearings 
throughout the country* showing, 
the procedure, and the lines, of 
questioning." 



considered the 'Communist Party 
a, serious threat in this area n6w. 
i "I'd prefer to tell^you how, sen? 
Wit is throughout the country," 
laid Penha. "I'feeVand.rm sure 
I'm 'correct, that the Communist 
conspiracy today is much stronger 
than ever before. It isn't the total 
number of members that's the 
issue. ;TJie party plays up loss of 
members as propaganda, »ut actu- 
ally strengthens' itself every <iime 
it weeds out the weaklings. - 
>Arens -asked Penha, if* he con 



si&ered- the Communist Party- 
political party. "Not in /the, sense 
we understand political parties," 
the witness answered. 
■ "Jt's a conspiracy to; defeat the 
political parties that exist/* \ *' 
-/'How does* the party - let . its 
strength?" ^ ' * / « 
l> Answer: ?£y infiltration =and 
mass agitation. ^Phe jbarty places 
trusted members in industry and 
in labor to serve the party's in- 
terest. They work f oppositions of 
influence, and, they -foment dis- 
satisfaction" 



CGtaiie" Staff Photo by Ixnris RussoV* 

4MONG WITNESSES called by Congressional cote- 
mittee was Otis Archer Hood, shown with his wife at 
courthouse. 
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Men Advised; to Testify 

r Coni Bernard W. Kearney, New 
York Republican, asked Penha if 
the men he advised were under 
subpoena to testify here. He said 
theywfae, . 
Arens then asked whether Penha 



Hard-Core Majority 
■^Between 40 and 60 percent of 
Gommunst\ Party members in a 
.community are "hard-core, secret] 
members," Penha estimated. He 
said these .men ,have infiltrated in- 
dustry, fraternal ^organizations and 
such. , For every one of them, 
there are 10 party sympathizers 
spreading, their influence, he said.i 
* Penha stated that he had met!. 
from ' 285 to 315 Communists - in 
New England. In the New Bed- 
ford area there &re section com- 
mittees, with each committeeman 
representing 10 Communists, he 
testified. * 

The narty instructs members to 
attempt to influence any public 
official, state, Federal or local. A 
Communist is taught to lead the 
masses. He does not dare voice 
any criticism of Russia. - ) 

However Penha did not believe 
the Communist Party "ever would 
be able to convert America." 

"The only^ay is to use the todls 
Lrenm handed down," he said. "That 
is by force and violence, backed 
eventually by the force of the Red 
Army to take overjyhjs^countrx. _ , 



COUNTERSPY 

Continued from the First Page 

He entered the service in 1942 
and was later called into mili- 
tary * intelligence where . he , 
served for 32 months prior to 
his discharge. He obtained a< 
position with John Hancock In- 
surance Cp., the" job he held 
when he joined the party in 
1950. , 

Penha testified that party leaders 
told him that if he wanted to 
progress in their ranks he would 
have to quit the insurance business 
and get into the "industrial field." 
He followed their instructions, 
even though it meant a personal 
loss, of between.§4$-and $50 S week 
When he~ went to work for 
Aeushnet Process Qp,j in Fair- 
haven, 

He called his educational back- 
ground as that of the '"-average 
American'* with high school, busi- i 
ness school and a Bachelor of Laws ' 
degree. 

He decided to Softs; the party 
after contacting the) FBI, and re- 
ported the fact to his wife. He 
paid his wife high praise: 

"I felt she would have to share 
in ijhe outcome whatever at may 
be. Were it -not for my wife, I 
would never have succeeded. She 
has gone through many straining 
situations — entertaining many 
Communist Party members at our 
home and constantly watching the 
children to see that they would 
not say anything*, which 1 might 
give me away." 

Penha, who said 'he was a Cath- 
olic,,, digressed at length on 
religion. 

The Communist Party prevented 
him from observing and practising 
his religion, he "said, adding that 
in eight years he has been in 
church "no more than 12 times." 
He philosophized: 
"Any person, be he Jew^ Prot- 
estant or * Catholic, doesn't re- 
alize the great privilege he enjoys 
to be -able to go to his church at 
any time. I never realized -this 
until 1 got into the party. 
k "Once I was in the party r "l re- 
alized tlpat the very thing I needed 
"to have close to me I could' not 
have— my religion." * , 

Penha singled out Bt; Rev. Msgr. ' 
Walter J. Furlong of NeWton as 
the greatest inspiration and guid- 
ance he has had during the. eight, 
years. 

"Without him 1 could not have 
succeeded," said Penha.' /" *\ 

He was' asked by Congressman 
Clyde DOyle, a California Demo- 
crat:' 

"Did the party control your 
church? What did they have to do 
with preventing you from going to 
church?" 
Said Penha: 

"Sir, they control every moment 
of your life and they are 'atheists 
to begin with. The hard-core mem- 
bers 40 not brieve in it (religion) 
and I can assure you if I had gone 
to church I wouldn't be here today." 
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Reference Is; made to newspaper clipping front the 
™KeW York Herald 3?ribune* r dated March. 19, 1958. concerning 
the appearance before the House Committee on ITu-American 
Activities (ECOA) of Penha who stated he joihea the Communist 
Party in 19^0 foir the FBI and named members of the District. 
Committee in the Boston area * *- 3?he Birector noted "tfhat are 
facts re Penha? H. u , 

Penha was born '3*une 5, 1920, in Heir Bedford, 
Massachusetts, and initially contacted our Boston Office 
on 2^28-56. He had no previous Communist Party aff iliatioM<« ^ ^ 



and in behalf of the Bureau joined the Communist Party in,«-^^ v -kj 

the spring -of 1950. He gradually rose in Party affairs aM.&^*fN 

was Section Organizer in Hew Bedford, Massachusetts, for $£$&'*; ,J 

number of years. and also became n member of the District ^f^C^U?* 

Committee "of the Communist party in Few England." He also^fprx Kl 

Ved on the Executive Board and on behalf of the Party!' .|f-**' J 

1955 made a -trip throughout the South as a member of^i-^M-^- 

s 
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served 

in .., ^ , .,_ „. 

the National textile Commission.. As a result, of his 
activities he developed a wide acquaintanceship among • 
communists in Hew England. <£h& Party became suspicious 
of him, however, and he was. expelled on August 19, 1956. 
Since that time he has functioned as a source of information 
for the Boston Office, based upon Ms previous activity. 
Authority is presently outstanding to pay him up to #75 per 

month on a 00 ..a* basis. - testified before the Federal 

Orand Jury, Boston, as. a prospective witness Xrt the Boston 
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Smith Act, case* $his case will apt toe tried * however, as 
the indictment has been dismissed. 

Ue were previously advised, by the HC.U& that Fenha 
-would be the first witness in the current hearings in Boston 
and would testify about four hours regarding his activity 
in the Communist Party, Boston Office has instructed Fenha 
to be accurate and truthful in his testimony and Fenha has 
.advised that he has furnished to us all information in his 
possession on security matter^ and has not ^retained any 
notes-or informant reports,. Boston has been authorized 
to answer any press inquiries on jPenha. as follows;. 

' ' Armando Pehha-was never a Special Agent &± 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. He voluntarily 
furnished Information of a security nature which came 
to" his attention concerning subversive aetivities to 
this Bureau from 19^0 ■•to 1956V' . 
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Beference is mage to memorandum dated March 19, 195(8, setting 
forth background information on penha who has be^n authorised for 
payments tip. to $75 per month on .a c.e.d. basisV *£he Birefctor notedj -^ 
"$hat is this for now since he is openly exposed? H. w 

Penha originally contacted the Boston Office on February 28, 
195*0, and stated, that he had considered for a long time entering the 
Communist Party in Uew Bedford j Massachusetts, so he could in turn 
furnish information to the FBI as had been done W Herbert Philbrick and 
Other individuals. Payments to him £o? his services, began in May, 1950,. 
up to a maximum of $35 per month .and in view of his value- they were 
gradually Increased to where he waa receiving up to a maximum of $300 
per month in 1955» As with all informants, his productivity and ' 
general over-all value were periodically reviewed, and evaluated to make? 
certain that the Bureau was receiving the maximum benefit from the 
expenditure of any funds. - " . . 

VJhen the Bew England Smith Act subjects were arrested inO 
May., 1 1956, Penha was one of several members of the Party who came 
under .suspicion and he was expelled on August 19> 1956. * $his action 
was taken without any fanfare and no publicity was given to it outside 
the Party. Payments were continued tO' him due to the fact that even 
though he was expelled from the Party he. still maintained contact with ,'" v 
individuals, active in the communist movement * He Was a valuable source 
of information on communist activity in the period when he was an ) 
active member of the organization. . He was also considered to be a I 
key witness*- in -the Boston Smith Act trial and in connection therewith I 
appeared before the -Federal Grand Jury in 1956 which returned • indictments < 
against the Boston subjects. In addition,*, he was being considered at ■ 
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Communist Party } Is S Jn^t^5f L +S P 2 S S* ^ , the c?se against the 

flCTTtili 

a masriiimm n? "ie _~_ ne produces snd the assistance lie renders Ud to 
first tSe InaSiu'therXe^t h2^h?f ^ ee11 «^?H w^* 1 * for * e 

valued i^olSafeol^cTL^o S a gf e 1o fSsf P6nha ' S °<™ 
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^p to a &«&$& a? £10 &e? wt& ss& &m to feefc tatas «qQ$£0&3t&ia to 'fear 
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Stay &ofro ttfsfe tu&sa pro* &»? i££root &w$Ub3 -by tfeo SateW»J^^toix 



tuoa J8W «& &*1 3**i# os$ nago ^soo& fr£*ms& m ** *«««£& »g *&f $y jpt^iie 
«s?£o$m3m toonB^ tejsfctewy of l i &os the I I &&t& A&t 

oeso &aril 6* t$so« 3& vie*? ®x mo&t $ £&& £&tians£m SossMtet Pa*ty 

in flwjgity jbs$Mb« ae &* t&e *«b» off l I i&i&obs& i I 

■™i I MW fco©& eot&A&ttt! o& imcswappus ooooiaoso t& dbtojta $14 JUb» 

f ©«tlo& £& tfcsi* 208se&9&& ^oog$£o^i33r tfaoy *$H aetKatop £ts&o of 
l&taoat i&ieli tfeoy Jafc not $?Mffiift*y #w»fe&bs& to tfco Btaoati sslispir 
tSQeti^s^ tlas item w» sot woa3#s$ fey tfesa to&ng tfeo p»oi&emo latottdtiKfe 
Mttetty £o pemsoatly oatst&&&mg to ftqqgewKtts* ^ao& of tswet o& a <?•*•&• 
tatfte t*s> to £$& po£ csatfe 4&ft&ttt& »im«3?y % 1#P* #» o- pa*j«a of 
tsm gsKtfho* As' $^l£lo&tio& £03? ifc© tmt&t&istieo o£* tfcoso $3ft&&t$ 
SBfitei O' sotaftft ©at 4a. its latest Jtssfelf&eotta lotteo &*$ca 1~16*§B tfcafc 
I l iteiog tlto gpcrctftuo %tep£Q m&tkn &$& loon oo&tootci «st 13 ocseaettma 
gm8$taB Oino *«& '» Ik&£ tanate p^ -ooatsot £09 t^asust &o von gosoea sotg't 




It is **oto& fet t&o l&tost iSfto&f to.fcioft lotfe* £s?oi£ Sattslo »©r Io»t 
that tfe©^ n^so <^^f ^ai^ Mts ®t 'fibo tmtEoyiscd sceaisssta £om&t of 0^0 ' 
osefe fl ay jaoatfeii aaotit «P taraia a*^ unaor oo^oi4or?iMom ^s ^.*ss5slt»i0 itrltaoseos- 
la tls» i i ^rUf Wsm& %aias-t tli& fiovfissaseat ecrcs* 

H«» O70^-s3a. -^M02? Vita v^opoet t» M^fiuMMl to nil W 
^oen^it^ iafiQfic&atd i^ fesss4 s$&tiiy on, taaflSy tliiif ty to jpraaeeo ess ©swotah 

^aot^i*a %mM n& thmt Htfes^Qft^fi Jbc»X%li oaf sister of ix^CDro o^ Ids 

SmlZg m& iu»^ t» mta&£ Ms soti^itio^ uusl .ao « ^osaait mu sarMEOUe» 

«io im ia£oij3»t pay -4oo^aso» a^?o o»a at&or oittmtioBo t?feo^« tarosrssato 

^oa P«Kgr BOtititr iM^s 2&ftts ^ic^a? ^03Mssr» $a otfcca? iKsoselooD i3B3i«» 
Ttffittolk l?a?fe^ .Kcs&or^ 19131 feooo&a o«0^l^ioa» o^ ©m lofiwcont oe& t&o 
i^oseant*s' aosifooo of ^isfosDaMoft 4a 1*k5 s^p^r wS3& tl»*oby <te«peocs* 
^soso «ltasotli0A0 o^o usttall^ toc^MSflKary Aft isattsiss on<5 t?*soa 5ayac**ci «ssro 

pi^Esexito ass sj3€o &» vuitto tooo^oA &&& s»t ao 13 oefluxpy* %u gtibssB voas&Of. 
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1 : • Hr. Boardsaa, 
1 • Ifir. Bol&oat 



1 - $r. Rose 
SOUSE COS-EIMSS Off U3MMCCAS &C£ SOTPSS 
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jjBftAHDO FEBH& 

gOUBCE OF XHFDBSJ&IBXOH 

Boparteoatal ffissoranduui 3-21 -S® capt ioned "Bhited State s vs. 
Buaso 1 * requested that arraagcaeuts b© jsadc gorl ^ — jo* 

the Sepsrl&aat to revto Top**** ** ^nd to: totorviot? {^©anso *onte V* 

rottarSuaa article appearing in "How Xork tEinos" oa 3-2:1-^8* iirfclcle A 

aStoOaDha oa 3-20-58 testified before Erase Oomalttoo oa tfa-jlaericaa \\ 
Activities (KCKJiD* that ho was shorn plans of a plot to plaat a bomb X F\ 

aoar tbTplatfom of a school aaditoriua fchoro louts Budsns was to speak , 
and that Fenha talked thorn out of it. ^ 

Btifiios refloat that Fenho advised Boston D££lee on 12-fc;f££ i V 
that oa 12-V^ that he had detersiaed that Sdssund Foataiae aad Eolaad . ^ 
lotalho* Commit Party (CP) Bombers* had considered oaking a baafe to ^ 
ttew& STBudealdurWhis appearance at th« See Bedford, llassachuss^ 
MFh school oa 1t-23-5**, hut that Botolho refused to have aaythiag to .. 

duldth tho idea unlels tlS matter '«** discussed **ita Swha. Above fects set \, 
forth JnBDston report datedl -V-55 ib 'Ediund Alffcohse Bntame. 3KL Fraud Against the 
Spment Bulot 1-30-5? instructed Bostoa to rototorvio*; pente wd. . 
develop all available information eoacorato| this gather, tolastruct, 
Fauha to promptly report any developments of i&is typo to oraor t&J*/^ 
SopSaio action could bs taken aad the Bureau expeditiously gdyisW- 
Boston let a-^-55 advised that ?«d» upoa **botg recoatactcd to this 
matter advised that Foataino h?^L boon out of ttwfc for %lw past, two aad 
a hail yem, that ho vaa extroaely iwody, m% bitter towards ovoryoae 
and was using totoxicaats to excess.. Jtentoa describe Botolho «& being 
mentally deranged and that acithor Foatato© or Botolho were trusty by 
the Party. *oaha indicated that Foataine** seqossttog Botelho to Hake 
a teb could bo attributed diroctly to histotoxieated condition aoft 
that he tfould bo uaable to ma&e any plans for violeaco bocauso he did 
not have thofiontal ability to «et without holp or ^ooperatioa «m 
Sther JStmSbT^ At tl» ttol FOataine and BOtolho discussed this id^a 
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;- Buflle <100»3?269o (ilreaudo ^oaha) 

- Sufil« (tO0-%2S^ f Michael ^asso) 

1 - Bttfile (10Q»37796aE I 
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Meiaorandun to $r* Boardnaa 

Be? SOtrsS 60S&SI223& Oil lISNaaEBiafljr mwn$m$ 

6l*?5S2 

tilth Fenha, vho teas then section organiser of the CP in iTew Bedford* 
Sfessachusetts^ Fenha discouraged then flfOtt considering violent action 
q£ this type in the f&ture, 

0a %*25-$& $00} Boston advised copies of penha's reports in 
this ©atter im& been #r«vlQua3,y J&ade available to Departmental attorneys 
in the preparation Of the Basso Smith Act eaae end that Departmental 
Attoraey P H santacted the Boston Ottltse 3^2^S and again 

reviewed ^enna » s inroraeat reports in this Batter. | | attested 

to contact Fcaha for iate ryioffs h at?every. Penhe -was not available Tor 
interview until 3~27~58. I | thsre;tor© decided to drop the matter 

and return to tfashingioa leaving Boston 8*3$ A.H., 3-25-58. It there- 
fore appears no farther action is necessary in this jnattor. 

She Deportment has b^oxt furnished all pertinent facts in 
this isattor ixi connection tfith thejliehael Busso ease and as recently 
sH 3-&*H5q# Department attorney I Irevieyed Fenha*& informant 

reports in the Boston ©ffice. ' L 
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SAC, Boston 



Director , FBI C1 00-372696 )^ C i & 

Jteo- is 

ARMAHD0 PE8HA . 

. FORMER BUREAU IHFORKfttf? 
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1 -Mr, Rose 



April h r 1953 
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pSgBrlet dated March 25< 1958 > advising tha Boston . 

MTTlfift OT l Referral/Consult 
I. 



Referral /Consult 



Continue to afford all contacts with Penha close 
supervision and control and fully evaluate all information 
furnished by him to insure justification of payments. Pay- 
ments should only be made to him for informat ion furnished - 
by him to your office on ah exclusive basis. J Referra i/cons uit 

I Jhe~ 

wx,lx no longer De under the direct supervision of your office 
and payments to him should be immediately discontinued and 
the Bureau advised. ■ * 



w- 



t^ ft 



Vz 



NOTE ON YELLOW:- 5 - ' , - 

Penha was informant 1950-1 9 55' furnishing valuable 
.information regarding -the CP. He has publicly testified at 
recent HCUA hearings in Boston and was given considerable - 
front-pag'e publicity.. Inasmuch as he is no longer in a 
position to develop current information regarding security ' ,. 
matters of Interest to the Bureau, there is no objection t6(i j 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 
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ce Memorandum • united states government 




DIRECTOR, FBI (100-372696) 



DATE: 



3/25/58 



b7E 



SAC, BOSTON 

o 

subject: ARMANDO PENHA. 
(FORMER ! 



$ 






W' 



As the Bureau is aware, PENEA testified before the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities at Boston, Massachusetts, 
during the period of the hearings, namely, March 18-21, 1958. 
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[Nichols ^ 

iBpardmqn . 
3elmont _ 



IMbhr , 



trsons . 



| seir - 
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MC$ Bostoii 



1 - Mr* "Nefif-sex'" 
1 ^ Mr* Boardma^ 
V »- Mr* - Belmont 
1 - "Mr* Donohue 



..%* 



Pi^eatar, SSS (100-372696) 
SOUBCE OF XSFOffl&SIOK 



Be previous ooaminications concerning penha*s 
public appearance ^before the Bouse Committee on Un-American 
Activities on 3-18^8 during which he testified regarding 
his Isnowledge of eoinmunlst activities in tile Hew Bngland 
area* _• - .' - ■"'.■-. 

Authority is outstanding effective March 15", 1958, 
to pay his on a strict C*o.d» basis up to a ma:ximum of $7$ 
per mouth for his services for a period of four months* 
How that Penha has been publicly exposed* he will not he 
in a position to produce information «& in the past and 
you should, therefore, make certain that the assistance 
he renders and information he produces are carefully 
evaluated and any payments mad® to him fully justified * t? 
Prior to the termination of the present payment period- / . 
if you feel additional payments to Penha are justified , ^ 
youTshould submit an appropriate letter in accordance with 
_ Section 1$7& of the Manual of instructions containing your 
-recommendations in that regard* &&s, recommendations •which 
-you may make for additional payments should, of course* 
take 3nto consideration the fact that Penha «s Value has 
materially decreased in view of his public disclosure. 
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ca*ioned~^ , H6use t%Silittee 
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See memo from 1 Belmont" to, Bv^a^raxx^ 

on Tin-American Activities, TTe'w England 'Area, IS^CJ Armando 

Penha j Source of Information, " dated March 21, l958 r JDD:jas 
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Transmit the following in 
AIRTEL 



Date: March 28, 1958 
PIAIN TEXT 



(Type in plain text or code) 



Via 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 
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TO: 

PROM: 

SUBJECT: 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-372696) 



SAC, BOSTON 



ARMANDO PENHA 

FORMER BUREAU INFORMANT 



Re Boston airtel to Bureau dated 3/25/58. 

PENHA met with AL HIRSHBERG, a writer, at the 
latter 1 s Brookline, Mass. apartment on 3/27/58 and made 
tentative arrangements for HIRSHBERG to write PENHA ! s 
story in book form to be published by Li?^Lncott Publishers 
in Philadelphia, unless PENHA chooses a different publisher. 
Mr. LORD, of New York City, HIRSHBERG 1 s agent, is con- 
tacting LiBfincott today to see if they will accept book. 
If publisher accepts book, HIRSHBERG will write story 
latter part of April arid prior to its publication in June, 
there would be some feature articles carried in either 
LOOK magazine or the SATURDAY EVENING POST. 



PENHA is to telephone LORD today to ascertain 
if publisher will accept story and terms .^ At that time, 
he may tentatively come to agreement but will insist upon 
written contract. PENHA told HIRSHBERG he would not 
write a story using names of people because he did not 
wish to be sued for liable, but rather, he would tell a 
story based upon his experiences. Bureau'will be kept 
advised* 
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L Bureau (100-^72 696 
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^ "1 - Mr. Rose 



March 31,: 1958 
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To; SAC, Boston [ 



From: Director, FBj (100-372696)7 I 



miffflm ftTTFtNTTON 



ARMANDO ^BUHA . &C- "92 

SOURCE OF INFORMATION : 




mtoLEO 20* ; 



t*x 



Tolson 
Nicfcol 



^•i^ Reurairtel 3-25-58* '. 

Bufiles contain no identifiable derogatory information 
regarding Al Hlrshberg, Sterling Lord or the Lippencott Publishers.:.. 

■' For your information* William .Buckley of Henry Holt and 
Company advised the Bureau 3-2o>58 he had been contacted by Sterling 
Lord who advised Al Hirshberg wants to collaborate with Penha in 
writing a book. Buckley desired to know if Penha was responsible, 
had clearance from the FBt to tell his story and if it was possible 
to give him any adyiee as to what he should- do concerning this book* 

Buckley was' advised' Penha did not nave Bureau Clearance *- 
and the FBI would not furnish such a clearance; that penha was a 
"good informant, but he should take into- consideration the possibility 
of libel i over-exaggeration and sensationalism in a situation of this 
kind-, that the Bureau would not in any way underwrite, check or *# 
approve anything that Penha wrote* Buefk-l^y stated that he planned to 
turn the offer down, commenting that Henry Holt and Company is, .^ 
publishing "Masters of Deceit" and from What he knows of the situa-ip}' 
tion Penha could only discuss matters existing in one section ttfe^i*- \ 
the country, V ; ., x/ '.,'.•' Ast^ " r A /f 

To ayoid*i$nvolvement and possible embarrassment to the 
Bureau in this matte*, you should continues to be most discreet in al" 
contacts with 2nd inquiries regarding Penha. Specifically advise 



rj~ 




NOTE QIfYJi,LLQ¥: Penha wafe informant 1 ? £0- 55' f urhi shing -ya luafo).ej,4nf orma tion 



SoQtdmari^l y 






Z^ 



Belmont . 
Mohr 

Parsons . 
Ros,eir^_ 
Tamm — 



Trotter 

Gdnft?. ,_ 

s BFR:b 



regarding the Communist Party.' As inf or mant 'Ke.^id : n6't y at tempt to 
capitalize on his ^formafrt status ,i-'however^. he publicly testified 

page 

time, _. . . ... , 

forth in "memorandum from Clyde Tqlsen to the Director dated 3"*28-58. 
(All, Bur dan Supervisor s^Domes tic; •'rlnXeiiigence^Bein^ advised 

aafii&i&ly the Bureau will not oSrany way underwrite -or app] 
i^fe^or book,' written by a Bureau informant.} ■*■ * 
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Airtel to Boston 
RE j ARMANDO PENHA 

SOURCE OF INFORMATION 
100-372696 

Penha that he must be truthful and factual in any book or publication 
he elects to write and that the Bureau will not sponsor or endorse 
such articles* Your office should not accept from Penha or his 
publishers any articles for the purpose of reviewing same as to do so 
can be construed as an approval by the Bureau, Any inquiries from 
publishers should be answered in line with the ahove information given 
William Buckley, , 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Records Branch 
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J Name Check: Unit - Room 6523 
II Service Unit - Room 6524 

J Forward \r\ Piln "R i~tirT r-nir 

J Attention 
J Return to 



Joe 
:137 c 



Supervisor 



S*£?<^3 



Room 



Ext, 



Ty pe of References Re quested: 

J i Rgqular Request (Analytical Search) 

I 4 nT All References/(Subversive & Nonsubversive) 

\ J Subversive References Only 



c 



L 



J Nonsubversive 
J Main 



References Only 
References Only 



Ty pe of Search Reauc 
I 1 Restricted t< 
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;ted: 
Locality of 
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3 Exact Name/Onl y (On the Nose) 
3 Buildup / i I Variations 

lphabetical Loyalty Eorm 
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] JNTame Check Unit - Room 6523 
J Service Unit - Room 6524 
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eturn to : 
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Room 



Ext. 



Ty pe of References Requested: 

I ( Regular Request KAnalytical Search) 

j ^ZT All References (Subversive <Sc Nonsubversive) 
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J Subversive References Only 

J Nonsubversive [References Only 

J Main / References Only 



Ty pe of Search Requested; 

1 1 Restricted to Liocality of 
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J Buildup 

J Check for Alpnabetical L_.oyalty Form 
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Subject _ 
Birthdat* 
Address 
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Localiti* 
Ft # 



t Searcher 

Date / H3 / ^ P^ Initials _ 
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Date: March 25, 1958 



Transmit the following in 
y ia AIRTEL 



PLAIN TEXT 



/ 



-X, 



(Type in plain text or code) 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



Mr. l4fe^ 
Mr, Paiv^onsL™ 




Mr. Kc^n 

Mr. T:v ,,2 , 

Mr. r £ , __ 
Mr. Gla v.s__ 
Tele. E -■>__ 
Mr. HoDomaa 

1 



TO : 

£j&QM : 
SUBJECT: 




DIRECTOR, FBI (100-372696) 

Attention: SECURITY INFORMANT SECTION 




SAC, BOSTON 

ARMANDO PENHA kSl 






«)«•? 






ARMANDO * PENHA was interviewe d , at , the Boston Office by ASAC 

»,,.W««B — ,---1 i and g A p 



WrWADS B ROMWELL. Supervisor ! ^_^ 

Jon March 22 , 1958. as tne Bureau is aware, PENHA was 



] 



disclosed in public testimony before HCUA in its Boston hearings 
3/18-21/58, inclusive, as being a former FBI informant. 

PENHA was instructed in accordance with Section 107Q of the.*" 
Manual of Instructions. PENHA stated he was proud <b<3 have been 
able to work for the Bureau, that he appreciated the advice 
furnished to him on 3/22/58, and that he would never bring 
any discredit upon the Bureau. He said he would like to ■ take 
"a "complete back seat as far as any publicity is concerned. " 



I On 3/24/58 PENHA contacted Sa[ 



] and 



stated he 



J just received a Special Delivery letter at his home from AL 
HIRSHBERG, presently vacationing in Florida. HIRSHBERG indicated 
his home is in Brookline, Mass. HIRSHBERG told PENHA he wrote 
a book for JIM PIERSALL, Boston Red Sox baseball player, entitled 
"Fear Strikes Out," and recently wrote two articles in "Look" 
Magazine on Father. RALPH PFAU, which articles are going, to be 
written in book form by HIRSHBERG and published by Lippencott. 4 /- 
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HIRSHBERG 1 s letter advised PENHA to contact his agent, STERLING 
LORD, 15 E. 48th St*, NYC, which PENHA was going to do by 
telephone March 24, 1958, at 1 PM. PENHA stated he would make 
no binding agreement with LORD or HIRSHBERG and XTOuld insist 
on a written contract if their terms suited him. PENHA was 
to'recontact LORD on March 25 * 1958, to make further arrange- 
ments to meet HIRSHBERG and LORD personally at a later date 
in Boston to discuss terms. 



]on 3/24/58 that he had a tentative 



PENHA advised SA 

appointment with the New Bedford Standard Times on Saturday, 
3/22/58, to give his story to that paper. However, he did not 
keep this appointment as he is toying with the idea of 
selling his stor y in book form. It was firmly impressed 



] again that the Bureau would not 



upon PENHA by SA 

sponsor or endorse any book or publication which he , alleges 
to write. PEN HA stated he fully understood this restriction 
and advised SA l J that he would keep the Bureau advised 



of any efforts of this nature in which he becomes involved. 

I PENHA stated that he is entirely without funds, without employ- 
iment, and is not qualified to seek unemployment benefits at 
I the present time. He stated that he is now desirous of selling 
J his story to a person or publisher of a reliable nature in the 
I hope that this would alleviate his personal financial 
J situation. 

The Boston indices contain no derogatory information 
concerning AL HIRSHBERG, STERLING LORD or the Lippencott 
Publishers. 

The Bureau and New York are requested to check their indices 
with reference to STERLING LORD , and the Lippencott Publishers ,, 
and advise theBoston Division in the event any information 
is located which will reflect upon the reliability, of STERLING 
LORD or this publishing company. 



LAUGHLIN 



///tj &<^tha }ret/i&<A/ *tf • 



- 2 - 



FD-36 ($*v. 12-13 r .56) 

r 7 . » 



% 



% 



I 



Transmit the following in 



F B I 

Date: 4/3/58 
PLAIN TEXT 



b7E 



S 



Via 




^ 



? 



(Type in plain text or cade) 



AIRTEL 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 




Mr, #*ass 

5Hr. I"; v%*vi& ^„ 

•Mr. B.,*.n |] 

• Mr, 1Vti*r_ i* 



! Hr* Clayton. 
Tele. Room._ 



Mr. Hollfyrasttu. 

Miss Gands 



TO: 
PROM: 



DIRECTOR,, FBI 



(100-372696) 7 

fATT: SECURITY INFORMANT SECTION) 
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SAC, BOSTON 

SUBJECT: ARMANDO PENHA 

SOURCE OP INFORMATION 

Attached are two articles from the New Bedford Standard 
Times of April 1, 1958 indicating that Mayor FRANCIS 
LAWLOR of New Bedford, Mass. has appointed ARMANDO PENHA 
as an investigator for the City of New Bedford at a salary 
'of $65.00 per week. 

In connection with monies owed "by PENHA to the Massachusetts 
Division of Employment Security the original sum was 
$1,233.00. PENHA had an agreement with that office to 
pay $5.00 a month and' paid a total of $85.00 which left . 
a balance of $1,148.00. 

The Division of Employment Security Office had previously 
told PENHA that if he ever testified as a government 
witness that office would consider cancelling the balance 
due and forgiving him the debit. 

Following his testimony be£ore the HCUA hearings at Boston 
during the week of 3/17/58, PENHA contacted the Massachu- 
setts Division of Employment "Security, and they advised 
him, that in view of his testimony before the HCUA they had 
cancelled the entire amount ox?ed by PENHA, and they would 
confirm it in writing. 

PENHA advised on 4/1/58 ^hat he received a letter from 
JOSEPH C. MC HUGH, Chie£/Supervisor of the Massachusetts 
Division of Employment //Security, dated 3/27/58, to the 
effect that his case "having been adjusted to our satis- 
faction we are closing&xhe ease on our records" * 

yEp-I3g , J?* ^^JXl^ ■ LAUGHLIN ' f^B* 
%3J- Bureau (10Q-3726 Q6 ) (Enc : 2 ) (RM ) y< 

1 - Boston | \ / 

JBD:gm (4). 
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FORI informant 19JW» Recently testified be 
fore House Un-iiericanltivities Committee in 



Boston, Penha during period of unemployment 
(while receiving payments from Bureau) at behest 
of Communist Party members made application for 
and received unemployment benefits* Circumstances 
discussed with Massachusetts Division of Employ- 
ment Security officials and arrangements made for 
Penha to make restitution on installment basis, 
Officials further advised that in event Penha 
testified publicly this indebtedness would be 
considered paid in full and the entire amount 
owed by Penha would be canceled, Contacts with 
Penha being closely supervised, ACIIOI: lone, 
this is for your information, 
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—Standard-Times Staff Photi 



, — oianaara-ximes staff Phot I 

COUNTER-SPY Armando Penha is congratulated by' 

kMayor Lawler as he accepts appointment by the mayor as an 

investigator in the Veterans Benefits office. The Fairhaven 

man was the star witness' for the Government, as an FBI 

i counter-spy, during hearings in Boston. 

Mayor Names Penha to Post 
Checking Vets Medical Cost 

•* i 

< Armando Penha, FBI counter-spy and star witness before the ! 
House Un-American Activities Committee during last month's Bos-) 
ton hearings on Communist infiltration/ is to become an employe | 
of • the City of New Bedford, - Mayor Lawler today named the 

37-year-old Fairhaven "resident, 
father of four children, to the 
new position of investigator of 
medical aid costs in the Veterans 
Benefits office. The post wifl pay 
§65 weekly. Mr. -Penha will be- 
gin his duties Monday, the mayor 
said. 

The appointment stem? from a 
.ch^ge , by^tbe State office of the 
Department of Veterans Services 
that New Bedford's medical costs 
for veteran recipients have been 
far out of line with other com- 
munities of Massachusetts. 

"Much has been said by many 
groups honoring Mr. Penha for 
his patriot^ works," said Mavor 
Lawler in" announcing the ap- 
pointment while Mr. Penha stood 
before the chief executive in his 



COPDBB DESTROYED 
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Bedford and its citizens this is 
our way of saying thank you by. 
offering you this position and to I 
wish you success." i 

Adolph F. Coimbra, agent &! 
charge of the Veterans Benefits! 

M*.. Penha to Boston to familiat-' 

f rn™ £ ^ ? le work as ifc stems 
from the Boston office. 

iv tht S nl a l e a ? d c ! ty share e( l ua l- 
Mr P«S? 9f V f terans benefits. 
mi. Penha, a veteran, will work 
(directly underMr. Coimbra; 
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ARMANDOM'ENHA 

FORMER BUREAU INFORMANT 

ReBosairtel to Bureau 3/28/£8. 

PENHA advised on 3/31/58 that Lippincott Publishing Co., 
Philadelphia, Pa. wanted him to go to Philadelphia to discuss 
details re publishing PENHA »s story and PENHA did not wish to 
make the trip. 

STERLING LORD, NYC, agent for AL HIRSHBERG, who has offered to 
write book for PENHA, has now advised PENHA that the Julian Mess 
Co. of 10 West ij.0th St., NYC, will publish the book and has - 
offered the highest price. 

New York search indices and provide any available data to Bureau 
and Boston re Julian Mess Co. ' . y. 

0- Bureau (100-372696) (HM) 
2 -'Jew Yor k (RM) 
1 - Boston J P 
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the? Interna Security Division dated Xlarsh 27>- 19SS, 
captioned Waited States v* Itusso** vbicgi rcigpostad 




Boston. #gi*ice By tenor confidential informant 
Ar&and0j?oaha, 



our 



j Forwarded herewith is oae copy each, of 

six, docmsoitfa selected by Pepartsent Attorney 

during his recent review of 



inroroawn iurnished fey L*eaha, It is netefr that 
the interoffice iBeisorauda dated March B>* l9$4 g '-woa 

February 4. 19$S> contain references to the Security 
Index which references nnst be excised prior to any 
production of these reports in. court,- At such time as 
it appears that Penha say fee used as a mtnoss in any 
case, it is revested that the, Bepartecat advise this ■ 
uttremti* . Specific cearsenis will then he aaae concerning 
any adcdtional material ia these aoctM&ts vliieii should 
ho excised prior to their production, 

Enclosures (6) '-■".• 

160-427?7o - ■ ; '< ; ' 

cc 100^3-74 (Cotnpros) ' 

£0,100*372696 (Penha) 

NOTE ON YELLOW: Classified "Secret" inasmuch as it 
contains references to SI » / \ 
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jSnclosed herewith is an article Trhich ap eared in tie "Est: Bedford' Standard 
T;,mes w on i;/2/£8. The article ^ captioned "PSKFA Details Ei~ht Years of 
Furtive Ifirror - "7rtchia^ n is the first in a series of articles appearing 
in the M llevr Bedford Standard - Times 11 concerain^ rS,KA ! s experiences in the 
Communist Party. * 

The enclosed article is in addition to those submitted to the Bureau on 
a daily besis. ( 

Additional articles a-onearinjr in the *"Hqti» Bedford &tmdard - Times" concerning 
FEHHA's e:xeriences in the^CF 7x111; l:e forwarded to the Bureau. 

LA^CFLIW 



/ - "Pitt f'7 ---hr? 

?3/ bureau C" 1 ™ "™^^*' 
2- Boston [ 



?3./ bureau (100-372^ 6) /(IT) CEncl. ) 

* - ■ Fa^vrTo^f'viA) 



&*/ v * 



(1- 100-32353) (FOHA) .-,> 



PHP: bat 
(5) 



f^ ^ p?r * s 



Hi',,/ t & 



n 

REC-78 /*0-57?t-?L-1 ' 



>;^' 

^ 









Approved: 



Special Agent in Charge 



Sent 



.M Per 



/N 






t 



• 



b7D 




bus Eight Yeafs 
irror-Watching 



(An exclusive series of interviews with Armando Penha, Fairhaven counter- > 
spy for the FBI in the Communist Party for eight years, has been obtained hy 
The Standard-Times. For the first time, Mr. Frenha— and his wife— tell in detail 
their experiences during those harrowing years, climaxed- by his dramatic dis- 
closures before the House Committee on Un-American Activities in Boston two 
weeks aj?o. The scries reveals the omiuous extent p£ the Communist conspiracy 
in this immediate area.) 

By ROBERT FINN 
Standard-Times Staff Writer 

A small group of men stood quietly in the living room 
of a second-floor apartment in North Fairhaven. One of 
them read a short oath from a small book,, then looked at an- 
other member of the group and said, "Do you accept that?" 
Penha 



"I do," said Armando 
With these two words, he became 
a full-fledged member of the-Com- 
munist Party, district of New 
■ t England, New Bedford section. 

This incident marks the begin- 
ning of the tension-filled ex- 
istence of a counter-spy as told to 
The Standard-Times in a series 
of exclusive interviews. 

This incident took place in May 
1950. For some months before 



Kjeeps Sending Reports 
All these things he dioV-and all 
the time the reports kept coming 
in to the FBI and the committee, 
naming names, pinpointing 
places, detailing party tech- 
niques. 

His health, never robust, began 
to crack under the strain, and he 
spent some time in Acushnet Hos L 
pital suffering from exhaustion 
and * double pneumonia. His 
neighbors noticed that he with- 
drew from them, stayed up late 
at night, typing for hours. 
They marvelpd v at his capacity 



"Tamils Grows — 

^ His family grew,*with the add'fc 

I lion of two daughters. For this, 

5 he was severely criticized by th$ 

party. 

"They told me, first, that when 
we were living under Socialism, 
it would be all right for me to 
have 20 children, but not now. 
They also said that it created a 
problem of security, in keeping 
my Communist connections se- 
cret, and it took me away from my 
necessary party activities," Mr. 
Penha recalls now. 

The party required that Mr. 
Penha, as a "secret" Communist, 
should take care not to reveal his 
party membership, much «*ess th& 
position of leadership to which 
(Continued on Page 3) 



that night, and for eight long, har- k ^ ^^ y r ^ _ „ WVJ 
rowihg years after it, Armando for work> me&^ile accepting 
Penha was to lead a double lite. hig exp i a nation that he was run- 
He Avas a Communist, rising to a. ining a f ree -lahee insurance busi- 

posltion of national prominence > in additi ^ n t0 hls re gular -_^^__^_ n m , — _, ^ 

in' the party. > 1 work . 6 JggedrorCL STAWDAliU- 






He also was making detailed re- 
ports of everything he learned 
4nd everyone he met to two 
agencies: The Federal Bureau of 
Investigation and the House Com- 
mittee on Un-American ^KtiiVi- 
ties. 

That May night m 1950 he paid 
an initiation fee of 50 cents. For 
the next eight years he continued 
paying not only in money, but in 
sleepless nights, in bone-weary 
fatigue, in long, tiring journeys, 
in virtual estrangement from his 
family, friends- and children,* in 
utter subservience to the Com- 
munist conspiracy. 

The party ordered him to give 
up his job and take another, at a 
sharp cut in salary. His house 
often was under, party surveil- 
lance. His wife and children 
were suddenly confronted and 
questioned by party members 
while he was away. His home it- 
self was searched by the Com- 
munists in his absence, without 
a word 6f explanation or apology. 
His car, too, was searched while 
he was at work* 

Task after time-consuming task 
was piled on him. He was or- 
dered to travel long distances to 
attend meetings, required to 
study mountains of Communist 
literature and forced to attempt 
to infect his very friends and 
neighbors, even his own children, 
with the Communist propaganda 
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Penha Details Eight Years 
Of Fear, Mirror-Watching 



(Continued from Page 1) 



he ultimately rose, to anyone on 
, side the party. 

At his work he carefully had 1 
avoid appearing as a radical, c 
even a liberal. With his famil; 
however, he faced the difficu 
job of impressing upon them ths 
he was a political radical, withou 
alienating them. 

Brother Owns Barber Shop 

,One reason for this was tha 
one of his brothers owned a bai 
ber shop on South Water Stree 
in New Bedford. r 

"I knew that party member, 
and sympathizers were going 
there in order to question hin 
about me without his knowledge^ 
and check on my activities," Mr. j 
Penha said. ! 

If the party got the impression 
that he was not working hard 
enough for them, it might mean ! 
the end of everything, including t 
his FBI work. As a result,, his 
brother drew increasingly apart 
from him because of his "radical" 
leanings. 

Mr. Penha lost completely his 
social contacts. There simply was 
no time for it. 

"If a Communist was to pra- 
tice all the things the party tells 
him to do. there" would have to be 
42 hours in the day instead of 24," 
he says now. 

Castigated by Party 
The former New York Yankee 
fan found time to attend only one 
baseball game during his entire 
eight years in the Communist 
Party. He took a single one-week 
vacation trip, the first year, and 
was promptly castigated by the 
party for allowing himself to 
get out of touch witlrttiem. 
He never did it again. 
"In the party, if you are repri- 
manded, you don't do a thing a 
second time," he says. 



Learns Party Techniques * 
The party taught him ,that if 
he was enroute to a secret meet- 
ing, and had even the slightest 
suspicion he was being followed,, 
he was not to go ta the meeting. 
They taught him that it is bet- 



, ~ ~Was r Tirea^ 1 

'• "My daughter Joan was^jettingi 
to an impressionable age, and $ 
J was tired," he says. "The bureau 
was looking for a good witness for 
its Boston hearings, and the com- 
mittee had wanted to hold hear- 
ings here for some time* ** 
"I did not want my daughter to 
become incurably affected by the 
Communist poison," he said* 

This simple explanation con- 
veys volumes of meaning. The 
party demanded he show evidence 
that he had started to indoctri- 
nate his oldest daughter with the 



ter to have two or three comrades Communist line! Joan, who is now 
absent from a meeting for se- 15, had no idea her father was 
curity reasons and to have others j^orking^or the FBI. 
present in safety. 

Several times when Mr. Eenha 
thought himself followed, while 
en,route to. New York City, he 
suddenly turned off and drove to 
West Point, -then up tne Hudson 
to Albany and home through the 

^T'es, converting a party 
i*...c. >** into an apparent harm- 
less sightseeing trip. 

Slows Car 
If he thought he was being fol- 
lowed, Mr. Penha would slow his 
/own car down drastically to see 
if the suspected pursuer parsed 
him. He would even stop his car 
dead, thus compelling the pursuer 
to pass. - 

"Often, rather than immediate- 
ly turning back, we would go 
; ahead a while, then turn suddenly 
into a side street, stop, quickly 
baqk out and head back the way 
we came. This would force the 
other car to do the same, if he was 
truly following us," he said. 

Mr. Penha became so indoc- 
trinated with these techniques 
that even while driving to work 
or into New Bedford on a shop- 
ping trip, his eyes would be glued 
to the rear-view mirror to watch 
|for anyone who might be folio w- 
| ing him. 

» Stops to 'Window-Shop* 

In the city, he would stop and 
apparently^ "window-shop" in a 
store window. In reality he was 



On his frequent trips in New! watching to see who might be fol- 
England on party business, he lowing him. 



used his own car a gqod deal 
Sometimes he would drive only to 
Fall River, leave his car in an in- 
conspicuous place for a few days 1 
and be picked up there by another! 
party member. . ^ 

"We traveled all over New Eng- 
landj using security techniques to 
make sure we were not followed. 
We never took the most direct 
route, or the route the average 
person could be expected to fol- 
low: Sometimes we would. e^n 
double back on our own tracks." 



Such were the conspiratorial 
methods imposed on Armando 
Penha for eight years. Each of 
these and many more he pain- 
stakingly reported back to the 
FBI. 

Great as these pressures were, 
it was a concern of a more per- 
sonal nature that led him to ask 
the FBI to allow him to end his 
term in the Communist Party by 
giving public testimony against 
^it injgGnJiearings. 
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Teaches Daughter 

"I tried to make her understand h~i 



on the basis of everyday, simple 
things, such as peace, or the mini- 
mum wage. I was doing it in such 
a vague way that she was not be- 
ing indoctrinated, yet when other 
Communists came to the house 
and questioned her, she could 
give them an answer that would 



Ask Him to Teach 



"Most of those times T was in 
pretty good health, however " he 
comments with a smile. He also 
was able to turn aside, without 
arousing suspicion, party requests 
that he teach some of these youth 
classes nimself. 

"These classes were cleverly 



satisfy the party," he commented, and shrewdly done, so that the 
He had to allow his daughter to children never were presented di- 
resil The Challenge, a publiOa- rectly with the idea of Commu- 
tion of the Labor Youth League, nism. The teachers first made the 
which sells the party line to chil- child comfortable, so that all the 
dren without ever once mention- pressure was indirect. Then the 



ing the word Communism or glv- 

* - . 

ing any inkling that it is sugar- 
coated propaganda. 

"They would ask Joan if she 
had read that, and if she couldn't 
answer, it would look bad*for me. 
I finally told the FBI that my 
child was getting imbued with 
this stuff, and I wanted to stop," 
Mr. Penha recalls. 

Classes Described * 

Slickest technique the party 
had for indoctrinating its youth 
was a series of secret youth 
classes to which party members 
were ordered to send their chil- 
dren^ s Here again, the word Com- 
munism was never mentioned. 
The whole operation was in fact 
dressed up to look— to the chil- 
dren themselves — like a chil- 
l dren's party, with games and toys. 

The teachers were hard-core 
Communist leaders. 

Joan Penha attended about half 
a dozen of these classes "without 
ever knowing that she was in a 
Communist youth class or that 
they were in fact being held in 
secret 

The games and refreshments 
carefully were interlarded with 
lessons on such general subjects 
as "peace," at which the party 
line was subtly instilled in the 
young minds. 

Technique Outlined 

"Once the problems were pre- 
sented/' says Mr. Penha, "then 
they posed the question: What is 
the answer for all these things? 
That is where the party line came 
in." 

These secret sessions also gave 
the party higherups a chance to 
question Joan about her father's 
activities. Mr. Penha knew this, 
since he himself had "been given 
the task of checking the reliabil- 
ity of other party members in 
(this area. 

t "Even as a party leader, I wasn't 
immune myself," he says. 

These children's parties, held in 
various homes near Greater Bos- 
ton, usually lasted from four to 
[Six hours. On several occasions, 
'Mr*., Penha^was able to get Jhs 
daughter excused from classes on 
the^r,omak&f Jus own illness/ 



more advanced students were 
brought into the Labor Youth 
League itself, where Communist 
doctrine was taught them more 
openly " he added. 

Sometimes the children woulcj. 
be kept overnight at these parties, 
and a more "advanced" girl would 
be placed in the same bedroom 
with Joan Penha, to talk to her 
further about the lessons of the 
day. 

Daughter Given Task 

Once, after Joan entered Fair- 
haven High School, the parry- 
handed her a dozen or 15 copies 
of The Challenge to pass but to 
other students at the high school. 

m^. jJottKa^A«as:^ble to persuade 
ms daughter not to do this, and 
to tell the party that it might 
hurt her father's insurance busi- 
ness. 

"Her party classes never inter- 
ferep! with her school work. I 
did not allow it," says Mr. Penha, 
a devoted family man. 

He does recall one occasion, 
where his own Communist mem- 
bership indirectly earned his 
daughter extra credit at school. 
Once m a history class, Joan was 
required to prepare an outline on 
the career of an American his- 
torical figure prominent in the 
abolition movement during the 
Civil War. Mr. Penha has for- 
gotten exactly who it was, but 
thinks it may have been John 
Brown. 

Gets' Out Party Books 
"One evening," he recalls, "I 
got out one of the party books 
on the Negro question, which con- 
tained some data on this*man. 
Just to try out for myself the ef- 
fectiveness of the party line. I had 
her prepare her outline from this 
party book, where the story was 
twisted to suit the Communist 
philosophy. 

"My daughter was actually com- 

mended^fdr her outline ^y the 

k teacher. He thought she had done 



If 

>an outstanding job of outside re- 1 

search. He did not recognize or 
even suspect that the information 
had come from a Communist 
j source, nor was he in any way a 
(dupe or sympathizer. 
\ "He only recognized that she 
had obtained information that no 
one else had and praised her for 
her extra work. 

"He asked her where she got 
the information, and she merely 
said, 'From one of my father's 
books.* 

"He gave her a mark of A-plus 
for that outline. It was the only 
imark of its kind' in the whole 
class," he said. 

(Next: Penha tells how he got 
into the Communist Party, and 
how he was forced to use ruth- 
less Communist methods to pre- 
vent being exposed by party 
members as a counter-spy.) 
(Another Penha Story and 
Picture on Page 4) 
i -— — — __^ ,„ , _J_ 
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Penha Tells How All Loyal 
Americans Can Fight Reds 



(This Is the last of a series based on 
exclusive Standard-Times Interview* 
in whiclt Armando Penha, former Fair- 
haven counter-sjiy for the FBI in the 
Communist Party, and Mrs. Pcriha hav» 
revealed the ominous extent of the 
Communist conspiracy -In this immedi- 
ate area.) 



1 By ROBERT FINN , 

| Standard-Times Staff Writer* 
! <$ Since his release from the iron 
| discipline of the Communis^ con- 
! ^spiracy, Armando Penha has^ be- 
! 'come a man with a mission. That 
1 mission: Explaining to all who 
will listen just what Americans 
can do to help fight Communism 
in their midst. 

He is convinced, first of all, 
that the Communist Party is a, 
greater menace today than it has 
ever been. Secondly, he feels that 
the only way to fight the party is 
io turn its own methods against it. 
j Since the close of the Boston 
hearings, many persons have ex- 
pressed doubt as to what was ac- 
complished, 

'^Certainly" they say, "those 
who were named were exposed, 
but what can be done to them? 
No cour.t action can be takerr^x- 
cept possibly for contempt of Con- 
gress in a few cases. What, if any- 
thing, can be done to counteract 
^hese people?" , 

Urges Support 
Mr. Penha believes the answer 
lies in strong arid active public 
Support of bills how before the 
Committee on' Un-American Ac- 
tivities aimed at tightening the 
nation's anti-subversive laws. 

The Communists, Mr. Penha 
knows, are experts at organizing 
public support for their own dubi- 
ous, causes. Now is the time for 
anti-Communists to take .the of- 
fensive themselves and employ 
the party's tactios against it. 

"This is a challenge," he says, 
"for everyone who considers him- 
self a true American,^ to work 
through legitimate clubs and or- 
ganizations of any type, on behalf 
t$f this legislation." 

Bill Outlined 
The particular bill in question, 
'House Bill 9937/ contains a fotal 
of 17 new proposals on the anti- 
subversive front. Among them 
are provisions: 

Making it a misdemeanor to 
misbehave before a congressional 
committee. 

Prohibiting Communist lawyers 
from practicing before executive j ; 
departments and congressional^ 
committees, ___ / 



Making it an offense to use a 
false name while procuring em- 
ployment in defense industry. 

Extending the present statute 

, of limitations for certain seditious 

and subversive activities. 

Expanding control of foreign 
political propaganda, coming into 
this country. 

Permitting stationing of Immi- 
gration officers in foreign coun- 
tries, i 
* Strengthening passport security 
and travel control restrictions on 
suspected subversives, 
t Also included is a provision* re- 
defining the word "organize" 'to 
allow anti-subversive legislation 
to be used against a much wider 
variety of party activities. 
Would Go Further 

"Each of us should see to it," 
Mr. Penha believes strongly r "that 
in bis club or office, a committee 
of two is appointed to obtain and 
distribute cards to the members 
or workers, lining them up in sup- 
port of this bill. And they should 
make it their business to see that 
t the cards are mailed to congress- 

Sen, not allowed to sit around 
somebody's pocket." , 

Thus would the time-tested 
method of the Communist Party 
Mn drumming ur> support for its 
own aims bes used against it. 

Mr. Penha would, go even fur* 
ther. If anyone refuses to sign up 
in support of these measures, his' 
co-workers should make it their 
business to find out why. 

It could be, he says, that some 
of the.non-signers might be party 
members, sympathizers, or un- 
knowing dupes. , I 
t Party Concern Specific 

The Communists, he empha- 
sizes, are only concerned Mont 
such laws insofar as they them- 
selves are affected. -It is quite 
possible, for instance, to be op- 
posed to some bill against which 
the party is also working, from 
other -motives entirely. 

The party cares nothing for 
these other considerations. If a 
bill contains even the slightest 
section injurious to Communist 
interests in any way, it must be 
destroyed, Communists say. 

Through the establishment df 
Communist - front organizations 
they have been able to take over 
many a good cause and pervert it 
to their own ends. Mr. Penha're- 
ealls, a few years ago, the great 
success enjoyed by the party in 
posing as an advocate of rent 
control. _ 



Advises Politicians 

"Even public officials 
roped into Communist 



done by these groups is one of the 
best means of fighting the party. 

In his own appearance before 
the committee in Boston, Mr. 
Penha estimates he was not able 
to cover more than a minute frac- 
tion of his work for the party. 

-3w explain it all in detail, he 
says, would take "several weeks 
tof testimony by him alone. He is 
still under a continuing subpoena 
from the committee, 



were Public Must Act 

•-«. it-. fronts But, he warns, the hearings will 

ffi£° S h? s ™^mffil e W h5 ^h tno€ mean a tMng unless the pe0< 

lic U ol^^^ Pie at large take up the challenge 

especially careful to screen the and let their elected representa- 
tives of those backing an organ- tives know that they stand behind 
* iz ?™n before they join- it , efforts to bring the Communist 

th/srou^ ImJ^Fm*& ° f «SA ™dfr stricter control 
ins group, either, but all those * «£» nation's laws. 

f£ e ^ P0S1 B? ns * Th , e party ofte * Despite ^ an that he has gone 
S the °| flc ?, rs of a group as t hrV U gh, Armando Penha Refuses 
front mentor its own behind-th'e- to S uponhimseK as an exc^p. 



scenes activities. 

"Even though I was a leader in 
the party, it was stressed that I, 
too, should infiltrate legitimate 



tion'ii person. 

"After all, in any war," he says, 
"there are many men who are 
jus£ average fellows who ij do 



organizations and groups for the things when the pressure is on 

_ r „^ - - _ - "that they almost would not be 



This is going on all the 



party, 
time." 

Urges Study 
Mr. Penha urges all Americans 
to make themselves as well-yi- 
formed as they possibly can on 
th'e subject of Communism. He 
believes we should study it >as 
doctors ^tudy cancer, in orderito 
learn how best to fight against it. 
He has two suggestions for 
those wishing "to learn more about 
jthe Bed conspiracy, in the midst 
of which he spent eight years of 
his life: Read J. Edgar Hoover's 
new book, "Masters of Deceit/ 
and read the reports and digests 
of previous hearings on Commu- 
Inist infiltration held by various 
Committees of the Government. 
! The party's great aim in the 
trade union movement, he says, is 
;to create an atmosphere of com- 
placency so the public will not 
know or care about combatting 
subversion through new laws tor 
other suggested means. The two 
greatest enemies the party now 
has, he believes, are the FBI and 
the Committee on Un-Amer%ti 
Activities. 

Party Will Bo Anything 
"They will do anything to com- 
bat those agencies," Mr. Penha 
^says. Public support for t he work 



capable of under ordinary circum- 
stances. I 

"You just do not know what}! 
you can accomplish until you 
have to do it," he says. 




Travele: 

Heifcli 

Globe 

American 

Record 

.an Scienc 




- * 



JEINCLOSURE, 



iftb - / #i 



FD-36 (Revt 12-13-56) 



«• 



• 



F BI 
Date: l|/lO/£8 



Transmit the following in 
Vi a AIETSL 



:lijf TB£T 



(Type in plain text or code) 



f» 



¥fr. Tolson 




IHfc Boardman. 

JSjr* Belmont. 

Mr. Mo: 

Mr. N&, 
Mr. Parso|! 
Mr. ft^n 
Mr, Tan-iiii. 

M*. Truttor ^ 

Hr, Clayton ^ 

t'ele. Room 

$lr. Holloraan 





TO: DITQOTOa, 5FI (100-372696) 



■D 

;0 F3 : T"A 
Former | 




Enclosed herewith is an article captioned, w L T rs. I5EFA Credits Rod, Tca/nnork." 
rhich appeared in the "II er Bedford Standard - Ti&es" for i|/7/£8. 

7Ms article is one i*n a series setting forth results of interviews ~ r ith 
^ T - T A by *^ERT TB^, Strff Writer of fre "*Ie;7 Bedford Standard - Times, « 
concerning rST T A's activities rs ^n informant for the Wl. 

Enclosed article is in addition to those submitted to the Bureau on a 
dai ly basis ♦ 

Boston v;ill contdmie to submit tbese articles as they appear in the "L'eiv 
Bedford Standard - Times". 



v 



LA.KG"I.K 

\3t Bureau (100-372 696) (End.) (£:) 
1- Boston | | 

S'Esbat 

(W -A 

[ENCLOSUl 






REG- 50 

EX-1171 



^y/H/&—\ 



-S APR 3^i9 58 






& 



'VXtt 



11 V?"J 



fi ^ r 



3*&: 



?6APR 171958 

Approved: . 



Special Agent in Charge 



Sent 




b7D 
b7E 




By GLORIA L. NEGRI 

Standard-Times Staff Writer ' s , 

"I felt like giving up a long time ago ... I tried plenty when?* 

Ed wasnt around, but I couldn't let him down ... It was such a 

worthy cause, and he believed so much in what he was doing"'' 

, ^f.S-?f I*** "! «*-» P.„ha, who ,*. 

i pily as she goes about her house- 
I hold chores in the modest Fair- 
| haven tenement at 22 Dover 
i Street where she lives with her 
: husband and their four children. 
"I hadn't the heart to fix up the 

house while all that was- going 
; on, she said somewhat wistfully. 
! "But now that it's over , . .-" 
j Prayer. Helped j 

.What kept her g6ing, living a! 
(life so dangerous, -yet so secret! 

that even her mother and chil-f 
! dren knew nothing of it? j 

I "God and teamworfc" she an- 
iswered without hesitation. "We 
j would have gone crazy if we, v 

couldn't have prayed and if ;\vef 
j didn't pull together." 
i Armando Penha has been "Ed"' *^«»„ < 

to the former Cecilia Borges since; * material "and 
j the day they met. "I was in a} i endless hours 



School, and two sisters, Roberta, 
j 5, and Susan, 2. 

i * She Was Afraid 

The Penhas moved to Fairha. 
ven 10 years ago. Two years lat- 
er, Armando Penha became an 
undercover agent for the FBI. "I 
wasn t keen on the idea when Ed 
gyst told me," his wife recalled. 
I had read about the lives of 
other counter-spies. And frankly, 1 
I was afraid." ' 

What won her over? "Well"' 

she said, "Ed went into it with! 
the idea of helping his fellowmen.j 
I felt it was a calling for him, 
just as it is for someone who goes 
into the priesthood. The least I 
could do was stand by him." 

For Cecilia Penha, her decision 
meant eight fantastic years of 
social privation, 
of anguish and 



worry and fear that every word 
she spoke to other than her hus- 



Portuguese play at Woodrow Wil- 

t son Hall and Ed came backstage! , «« syuxv w oiner man her hi 

j to congratulate me. He spoke such 1 ; band might make him suspect 
beautiful Portuguese, I was In* i "What -was most difficult," she 
pressed," They were married: —- -— ,. ^V^'f 

, a year later on Feb. 16, 1942. 

j The couple's fluency in the Por- 

| tuguese language and Armando's, 
skill in Italian found them jobs in 

; the New York Office of Censor- 

| ship in the early days of World 

j War II. Some months later when 

! hfr^usband was inducted intc 

| the service, Cecilia Penha re- 
turned to New Bedford, pregnant! 

j with their first child. Her hus-j 
band saw the child, Joan, for the 
first time when he came homel 

LiiYa Xgarsjater _ZJ 
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said, "was^trying to c ( ^ver upforj 
Ed's everjr move." 

To the Communists, who would 
arrive at their home unheralded 
at all hours, she had to explain 
her husband's every absence — 
some of them when he was with 
FBI authorities. 

Answers Difficult 

"With them (Communists) 
would be answering one question 
and at the same time be anticipat- 
ing the next and forming the an- 
swer. If I found tile situation too 
tight, I would excuse myself to 
see to the children," she said. 

To her mother and brothers, 
concerned over what they be- 
lieved was her husband's deliber- 
ate neglect of her, she found it 
most difficult to fabricate why 
she was always alone with the 
children, why her relatives could 
never visit at their home. 

"How could they come when 
the Commies might walk in any 
minute?" she asked. "How could 
I tell them that what* Ed was 
doing was a 24-hour-a-day job?" 

Many times she struggled onto 
buses with three small, tired chil- 
dren to return home after a Sun- 
day visit with her family,, after 
refusing rides from her brothers, 
fearing they might find the Com- 
munists at her home. 

And the neighbors would ask ofv 
Summer days when she and the 
children went to the beach with- 



hand-Ine- 
and my 
a seam- 



have done without" 
downs from friends 
mother's talents as 
stress," she wondered. 

Joan Never Rebelled 

But, she was more concerned 
for her daughter, Joan, an honor 
student * at Fairhaven High 
School, than for herself. "Joanie 
has been a little mother to the 
younger children and a great 
help to me all through iti," Mrs. 
Penha said. "Although she never 
knew what w T as going on, she 
obeyed even seemingly unreason- 
able demands without question. 
T needed only to raise an eye- 
brow, put my finger to my lips 
when the Communists were at 
our house for Joanie to act dis- 
creetly." 

, Because of the -abnormal situ- 
ation at home, Joan never could 
have her girl friends visit her. 
("It Was too much of a risk," her 
mother said. Yet,^ Joanie never 
^rebelled. 

Being the oldest child, J<wn| 
was most affected by her father's! 
Communist affiliations. For a ! 
jhalf dozen or so times one year,' 
she was sent to classes where 1 



^ may be undignified, but I 

don't think anything of 'taking a 

sled and sliding out in the street 

i with the children. Many times 

.during those eight years, my sis- 

• ter-in-law would call up and say, 

'Tell some jokes and make me 

laugh/ and I would. And I could 

almost have cried out in despair. 

"But it was the children who 
have saved me. They call me 
♦Silly Mommie/ and Larry tells 
everyone Fm more fun than a 
barrel of monkeys," she said 
broudly. „ , 

r "It seems funny," she remi- 
nisced, "but I was even a little 
grateful* for the children's mtfd 
illnesses. They kept me busy. and 
mv mind off ~whiLt was going on. 
And when there was nothing we 
could do, no one else I could 
Iturn to, Pd take them to my 
Imother's. ' , , 

"I think I would have broken 
down if it hadn't been for my 
mother, (Mrs. Manuel T. Borges 
of 70 Woodlawn Street). Many 
times she helped us £nancialjy. 
And she -never questioned our 



children of Communists 



given saccharined doses of Com- 
munism in the guise of amuse- 
ment. The day recently when 
i. -u* «TTTi_ j ii Joan finally learned what the 

out ? him: "Why doesn't your hus- 1 classes ha d b een about, she felt 
band go with you?"~Or when his, s0 sickj she C0U ldn J t go to school, 
work took him out nights, they<< It was Joari) too, whom her 
would wonder, "Why does he; mo ther unhappily admits was the 



have t;o go out so much in the 
evenings?" 

Missed Going Out 

As it happened, Armando and 
1 Cecilia" Penha didn't once go out 
ito a movie or dinner together in 
[all the eight years. "And I 
[missed going out with him," she 
isaid. For diversion, she went to 
{meetings of the Oxford School 
jP-TA. 

Time, money and precaution 
."1 entered into it Financially, 
me Penhas were hard set by the 

cessity for Mr. Penha to give 
\ his comfortable-paying insur- 
{<±i\ie job for a less lucrative fac- 
tory job/ The Communists had 
told him he would never be able 
to advance in the party holding 
down a white-collar job. 

Because of their curtailed fi- 
nances, Armando Penha owns 
only two suits— one he bought 11 
years ago when his son was b\5rn 
a&d another that was given him. 
J Cecilia Penha can't remember 
When an outfit was last bought 
either for herself or for the chil- 
dren. "God knows what we would i 



(target for her own emotional up- 
Isets, often aggravated by ■ the 
strain. And it was also she, among 
the children, whom the Commu- 
nists "pumped" most for infor- 
mation about her father, 
\ Her dad paid Joan a supreme 
'tribute the day ^before he left 
!for the Boston hearings. "I told 
\ Joanie what had been going on 
£or the first time. I knew it was 
[only a short time before the hear- 
ting and I felt she deserved it." 
[ In a letter he wrote her from 
[Boston, he said: "Joan of Arc, as 
u you know, was a great saint. In 
fthis planet of ours, I am sure that 
j there is not"any other Joan who 
j can fill your shoes." 
Self-Portrait 
Perhaps one thing that helped 
both Mrs. Penha and her oldest 
child is contained in Mrs. Penha's 
revealing portrait of her own per- 
sonality, "I act^a lot like Joanie, 
even though I am 'somewhat old- 
er," she smiled. "But ask me how 
much and I'll plead the 5th 
Amendment.. . . . - . 



• 



t 



... ^ ~ It was aust this last year that 

ute* even, though she believed r > Irs * p fc* lna was able to attend 
Ed was neglecting me. Sunday Mass regularly — again 

"Jlicf +>»„ „+l,. — j-_. * ., fha-nlrc +n Vict* mrifhor- «T +^1,4 +u~ 

er C 
him. 
pily. "She said she never "was 



^ t even, mougn she 

■Ed was neglecting me sunaay mass regularly — again 

"Just the other day, my moth- thanks to her mother. "I told the 

er came to our house and kissed Communists staying away would 

him," Mrs. Penha related hap- make , m ^ mo ^ e F suspicious" 

pily. "She said she never was! And next Christmas, the man-| 

able to do it before" ger that was hidden when the| 

Can Go to Churoh v rtW Communists started to come to,; 

can oro to Church Now visifc ^ be pi?ced U5der the * 



ft*e 



Cecilia Penha is also extremely 
happy about another phase of 
their new-found freedom from 
fea A . "Now we can go to church," 
she beamed. For a family where 
Religion is as important as it is 
jto the i Penhas, staying away from 
[church because the Communists 
don t acknowledge God was verv 
trying. , J 

Despite the strange circum- 
stance , s of their life, Mrs. Penha 
said the children never said any- 
thing out of order. Only in one 
way could Larry, who wants to 
be a missionary, have made the 
.Communists suspicious. 

"He used to walk down the 
ptreet after catechism class, 
(Swinging his rosary beads and 
holding the catechism for all to 
isee, his mother said. When Com- 
onunists were upstairs, Joan 
would scurry outside and either 
confiscate the giveaway items or 

had I? l'ft rry ° Ut Until the visitor $ 
Another time, outside playing, 
Lany told his playmates, "My 
*unt that's going to Jail is un- 
™l s having dinner with us." n 
The "aunt" Larry referred to 
was not going to jail but being 
deported to Poland for her Com- 
munist affiliations. 
» T iJ? „ a PPellation "aunt" and 
uncle" was not used in the rel- 

taught the children respect" 
Mrs. Penha said. "And older peo- 
ple who visited frequently were 
always called "aunt" and "uncle" 
In many cases, the adult visitors 
were Communists. . , 

j Back in Open Again 

I During the last year, the Penha 
jchildren were able to take part 
tin more church activities because 
(their father, as a party leader, 
jsaw that key Communists were 
J given extra duties that would 
i keep them out of the area while 
{his children were taking part 
; It was not unusual for the com- 
rades, when they had a few hours 
!to spare, to ride around the 
Penha home to check on what 
Iwas going on. 

, So«it was for the first time this 
last year that the Penha children 

Al a ^ ed ln °? r Lat *y of th* 
Angels procession at St. Mary 
Church, nearby. And instead df 
Mrjs. Penha watching the pro- 
cession from the seclusion of h$r 
porch, she watched is from the 
sidewalk. j , 



Penha tree again 

(Next: How the Communists 
demanded that Mrs. Penha take ; 
a full part in the party conspir- : 
acy, and what it meant to i am- j 




A waddv Mn, ff n^ m . - —Standard-Times Staff Photo 

««, ^ *T MOMENT in the life of Mrs. Armando Penha 
came vheusto was able fo bring out of hiding her religious 
pictures and the crucifix that belongs on her. living room wall 
Dunn* her husband's eight years in the Communist Party 
these articles were carefully hidden, since any hint that he was 
a religious man would have brought deep suspicion of his sin. 
cerity as a Communist. * „ 
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Pfen/id Barely Escaped Arrest as a Red 



(An exclusive series of Interviews with Armando Pcnha, Fairhaven counter- 
spy for the FBI in the Communist Party for eight years, has been obtained by 
The Standard-Times. For the first time, Mr. Peuha— and his wife— tell in detail 
their experiences during those harrowing years, climaxed by his dramatic dis- 
closures before the House Committee on TJn-American Activities in Boston two 
weeks ago. The series reveals the ominous extent of the Communist conspiracy 
in this immediate area.) 

By ROBERT FINN 
Standard-Times Staff Writer 
Three times the police cruiser circled the block in New Bed- 
ford's South End, traveling very fast. In it. were two uniformed 
policemen looking for suspicious-acting persons who might be 
Communists^ Armando Penha watched them go by, then quickly 
drove off in his own car. Stacked 
in it were 2,500 Communist Party 
leaflets, plainly marked, and a 
supply of other literature. 

"By the grace of God I was able 
to get out of the area without be- 
ing arrested," he says now, look- 
ing back to that night in 1951. Ar- 
rest, of course, would have meant 
public disclosure that he was a 
Communist. 

That was .the night Armando 
Penha says he will never forget 
It was the night he was directing 
the party's counter-attack to tfee 
news that the Massachusetts Leg- 
islature was planning to outlaw 
the party in this State. , 

For several days the party had 
been aware' that this move was 
planned, but no action had 
been taken. The Communists 
thought public complacency 
would be on their side and the 
ISfll wolttd be defeated. But it 
wasn't, and the party, with 



Armando Penha in a key role, 
swung into action. 

"We had planned for that night 
a mass distribution of 10,000 leaf- 
lets throughout Massachusetts 
protesting against this bill. As 
pre-arranged, I met in New Bed- 
ford with a group of about 20 
comrades $rom various areas. 

"Some Were afraid, in the light 
of the Legislature's action, but 
my attitude as a leader was that 
we could make good use of- the 
Marxist tactic of surprise," he 
said. 

The authorities would never 
dream, Mr. *Penha told his Com- 
munist audience, that the party 
could take" such 1 far-reaching ac- 
tion on the very night after the 
decision was announced. The 10,- 
000 leaflets must be distributed 
quickly, with precision, like clock- 
work, he told party members. 

They were. Mr. Penhaliimsefi 
undertook the direction of the 
leaflet distribution in the indus- 
trial areas of the city, "particular- 
ly in the South End. 

He took trusted party mem- 
bers in his car and placed them, 
in darkness, at key industrial 
plants so that they could dis- 
tribute tl^e leaflets in places 
where they would be easily 
found. 

When the job was done, every- 
one was to meet again at a des- 
ignated spot. He droVe to the 
South End with his cargo of leaf- 
lets, and" parked near Balton ai>d 
Dunbar Streets. - 



Then, without warning the pc& 
Hce cnfcsers came. After several 
anxious moments, Mr. Penha was, 
able to leave the area undetect- 
ed. Later, he found out what had! 
gene wrong. 

One overeager comrade had 
tucked a leaflet under the wind- 
shield wiper of a car parked in 
front of a home in the area. A ; 
few minutes later the car's own-^ 
:er came out and noticed the leafs 
let. | 

One look was enough. He read 
"Communist Party of New Eng- 
land," ran into his home and 
espied police. Coming out again, 
he stopped a friend, told him 
what he had found and invited 
( him to join him in a trip around 
i * (Continued on Page 4) 



ie 



edf ofrd STANDARD- 



Boston Traveler 

Boston Herald 

Boston Globe 

Boston American 

3oston Hecord 

Christian Science Monitor 

Dates ^-58 
Edition: 
Author or 
Editor: 
Title: 



Class, or 
Character: 
Page: 1 



.■3-1%^-/** 



jawxosnss 



<v^« 



be 



Penha Barely Missed Arrest 
As a Communist Agent Here 



the neighborhood to see, if they 
could spot any of the Commu- 
nists. \ 

'Friend* Is Party Member 
"What the distraught citizen 
did not know, Mr. Penha says, is 
that his friend whom he invited 
to help in the search for Com- 
munists was himself a secret 
party memtier who had until a 
few minutes before been distrib- 
; uting the party leaflets. 
1 Neither they, nor the police, 
1 found any a Communists. 
| On anotHer occasion in Win- 
I ston-Salem, N. C, where Mr. 
Penha had been sent by the^arty 
I to help establish Communist 
: groups in the Southern textile] 
, industry, ignorance of city park-i 
i ing rules nearly brought about 

his arrest. 
, Has Literature in Auto 
i 9 The car he was using was 
stacked with party literature, and 
he unknowingly left it parked in 
a tow-away zone. He returnejd to 
the scene just in time to see Win- 
ston-Salem police attaching a tow 
line to the car. He noticed this just 
in time to avoid being picked up 
himself as the operator of the 
vehicle. " - 

His Southern trips opened his 
eyes to the Communist concept 
of "equality" Mr. Penha says. 
Though the Communists preached 
equality afid the classless soci- 
ety," their treatment of him — a 
visiting "big shot" from up North 
—betrayed them. Some would ob- 
sequiously open doors for him, 
others would volunteer to carry 
his briefcase. 

Gifts Were Expensive 
His neighbors in Fairhaven dis- 
missed these long out-of-town 
trips as business "trips by their 
hard-working neighbor. 

The brown leather briefcase so 
willingly lugged for him by party 
underlings in the South was ac- 
tually a "Christmas gift" to him 
from the party hierarchy. Each 
year his superiors saw that he 
received some present at Christ- 
mas-time, and none were cheap. 
The brown leather briefcase is 
smart and expensive-looking, and 



(Continued from Page 1) 

Many of the accused' Commi 
riists sifting in the Boston court- 
room presumably recogftized ttfe" 
brown briefcase when Mr. Penha 
stepped to the witness stand car- 
rying it, and began his damaging 
testimony. At party meetings, 
they had seen streams of party 
directives, Communist books and 
study outlines come out of the 
case. 

Reds Observe Christmas 

The Communist "observance" 
of Christmas was a strange affair, 
Mr. Penha recalls. Party mem- 
bers send out "peace cards" with 
doves of peace and messages 
stressing the word "peace" on 
them. These messages might even 
be religious in tone, but only in- 
sofar as peace is mentioned. 
There was never any mention of 
God or the birth of Christ. 

These cards are obtained 
through Communist front organi- 
zations.* Those that are sent to 
party sympathizers or dupes are 
left unsigned. 

The gifts sent to party leaders 

are intended as testimonials to 

■ their unflinching work for the 

* party. The most incongruous 

"Christmas present" Mr. Penha 

received was a copy of William 

I 2. Foster's book "History of the 

; Communist Party in America/" 

| Studies Law 

I In addition to his regular jobs, 
his Communist Party work, and 
his regular reports to the FBI, 
Mr. Penha voluntarily took on a 
fourth time-consuming task: 
Studying for a law degree by 
correspondence from the Black- 
stone School in Chicago. His ob- 
jective was not to practice law, 
but to learn Constitutional law so 
he could apply it from the party's 
I point of view. 

This project, by actual count, 
took him 3,300 working hours of 
preparation and involved several 
trips to Chicago. The framed de- 
gree, dated 1957, now hangs in 
the Penha living roonuMr. Penha 
would not be eligible to take the 
Massachusetts Bar Examination, 
however. The State does not rec- 
ognize law degrees from corre- 
spondence schools. 
JJ'he party welcomed this evi- 



I a gray sweater, which the party' dence of extra zeal oil Mr. Pen- 

j gave him one year, will^warm t&e [ ^a's Dart., 

FBI counter-spy for many Win-I — - 



Proved His Desire 
*"'They 'Said it proved J. was a 
good Communist," he explains. 
"As a leader, I was not only ex- 
pected to be continually studying 
myself, but also to give guidance 
to others. In the party, if- you 
don't do your job right, you won t 
be in it for long. 

"There is no such thing as get- 
ting a job and keeping it, if you 
are not doing it well. You are 
just dumped. There is nothing 
democratic about it," he said. 

The Communist concept of 
"democratic centralism" was his 
guide at all times in conducting 
party meetings. In lay terms, 
this means that decisions handed 
down from the national commit- 
tee are final and cannot be 
altered. A certain amount of 
, "constructive criticism" is per- 
mitted, but only up to a point, 
and the national pronouncement 
• always must prevail. 
i "The party can replace mem- 
bers like the parts of a machine," 
Mr. Penha comments, "but the 
party itself is never wrong, and 
it^is the role of the leader to see 
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}Ui it that* the rank and file accept 
'what basically you started out 
with. x 

Approach, Discussed 
"My first approach was to con- 
vince them that they were wrong, 
that they must be, because the 
party could never be," he said. 

Once the wrongs were ad- 
mitted, then came the long, 
dreary "self-criticism" sessions, 
familiar to those whp have writ- 
ten or read about life in Commu- 
nist political prisons. 

"We have had these sessions 
right in my own home, where the 
comrades would confess their er- 
rors. The party notes all* these 
things and keeps them for use 
later on. 

Comrades Kept Busy 
"We gave the rank and file so 
much work to do, so much to 
read, study and digest, that they 
had no time to ,ever read the 
other daily newspapers. This* is 
part of the method of brainwash- 
ing party members to make them 
,good comrades," he commented. 
The party considered the Pen- 
ha home, on a side street in North 
Fairhaven, an ideal spot to hold 
meetings. He estimates that be- 
tween 40 and 50 party meetings 
were held there, in strict secrecy, 
during his eight years in the 
party. 

Communist directives were 
transmitted to Mr. Penha by 



* ^ Children Would Sleep . 

j' The ^our Periha children wouid 
be asleep, thinking perhaps tljat 
their father was conducting some 
sort of an "insurance meeting" in 
the parlor. Many times Mrs* Pen- 

Jha would sit behind a closed door 

Jin the dark, taking notes, on 
names, dates and places, to help 
her husband in his work with the 

IFBI. 

The doors in the apartment 
would be closed, the radio ov TV 
set would be turned on to drown, 
out what was said. Talk was inf 
low tones, .Often, communica- 
tion wa$ by written notes passed 
from harfd to hand. 

Neighbors, noting only that the 
lights were on, would reflect that 
neighbor Penha was working late 
again. 

Suspicion Avoided 
There would be no congrega- 
tion of cars parked on the street 
outside. All the comrades were 
smart enough to park some dis- 
tance away so as hot to create 
suspicions / 

The Penha home was also used 
for Communisf-front meetings. 
On one occasion, Mr. Penha re- 
calls that a meeting of top Com- 
munist Party leadership was in 
progress in' the parlor, while at 
the same time in the adjoining 
dining room a meeting of a Com-' * 
munist-front group was in ses- 
sion, 



Tne dupes an( i sympathizers at 
melms^oTtrusTed'p^ front-group meeting were ut- 

! The party also practiced decep-^erly unaware that the men in 
tion in using the mails, however., the next room were Communist 
This was brought out'at the Bos- 
ton hearings when Mr. Penha 



Party members. AH that„ sepa- 
rated the two rooms was one 
toTd of receiving a party message closed door, 
tucked inside a birthday card ad- TOMORROW: Armando Pen- 
dressed to his small daughter, ha gives ihe answer of a dedi- 
Susan, whose actual birthday was; cated Communist to a ^ucial 
months distant. i question: Do Communists really 

Superiors Write s advocate and work toward the 

The directives came from Mr. LyfP^t oyer giro w,of fhe U. S„ 
Penlla's superiors in the New Government?) 
(England District Committee of 
the Communist Party, or from the 
national committee- in New York 
City;. 

Many Communist Party direc- 
tives were handed down to the 
New England district in the com- 
fortable Penha living room. As 
few as two men or" as many as 11 
would congregate there at any 
hour/oftenJate at night. 

Sometimes the comrades would 
stay overnight and take sleeping 
accommodations in tfce sm.^11 
apartment Many sessions lasted 
eight or ni le hours at one sitting. 
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Reds Tried to Make Penha 
Run Against F. Ehen Brown 

(An exclusive series of interviews with Armando Penha, Fairhavcn counter- 
spy for the FBI in the Communist- Party for eight years, has been nhtalnifl £ 
The Standard-Times. For the first time, Mr. pilfaZanJ'hi ? wiftStSS in detaU 
their experiences; during those harrowing years, climaxed hy his dramatic dis- 
closures before the House Committee on Un-American Activities in Boston two 
h\ e ?his^medi h a e te 5 iS) rCVCalS ** Omln0US "^ ° f ih ' <*»»»* conspira™ 
, By ROBERT FINN . 
Standard-Times Staff Writer 
The Communist Party once directed Armando Penha^ Fairhk- 
ven man who worked in the party for eight years at the request > 
of o the FBI, to run against former Representative F. Eben Brown 
(B*-Fairhaven) for a seat In the Massachusetts Legislature. The 

plan fell through when Mr. Penhafr : *-%. , ,. - -" 

Resolution Began to Form *' 
As he thought back over his 
owji experiences and read Phil- 
brick's account in "I Led Three 
Lives," the resolution slowly b#- 
gan to form in Mr. Penha's own 
mind that there must be some- 
thing he could do— himself, per- 
sohally— to aid the fight against 
Cpmmunism in America. 
"At the same time I was appre- 
msive because I knew the Com- 
munists in Massachusetts would 



pleaded that his poor health 
would not permit him to make 
the race. 

"The party wanted to organize 
a strong base for me to run for, 
high office in, the town, and for 
State office. They said their 
dupes and sympathizers would 
work hard for me in the cam- 
paign.. Their view Was that the ,,„£? In ® same tm ? e l was appre- 
party would gain whether I won ne ? ls . lv , e because I knew the Com- 
j or lost, simply by the opportunity 
}to bring the Communist line to 
jthe people in the campaign." 

Path Began in Europe 
> The path that led Armando 
| Penha to the witness chair in 
f Boston Federal Court two weeks 
';agQ actually began in Europe, 
\ during his Army service in the 
early 1940s. 

I In England, North Africa, Italy 
land Sicily Mr. Penha's work with 
the military Intelligence branch 
(brought him into contact with 
European Communism at first- 
hand., He dealt with cases of es- 
pionage and sabotage— and he 
thought a lot about the Com- 
munist menace as Jie met it for 
the first time, face to face. 

The experience sank in, but it 
was not until 1949 that his 
memory was stirred again. He 
read an article in the Saturday 
Evening Post by Angela Calomir- 
is, one of the earliest FBI 
counter-spies in the Communist 
ranks to expose herself and tes-^ 
tify. i 

That was the opening spark, hei 
told The Standard-Times in an ex- 
clusive interview. Then came the 
startling revelations of the career 
of Herbert Philbrick, a native of 
Melrose^md an active Gommunist 
for the FBI in theJBqston^area. 



be? on the alert after PhilbtiftV 
was exposed/' he remembers. * U 

'Then came news of a third FtX\; 
agent, Matthew Cvetic of Pitts- 
burgh, who had once been an in- 
surance agent, just as Mr. Penha 
himself had been. 

But there was, a still stronger 
prompting: In his own words, he 
felt "a call, just as a person, re- 
gardless of what his religion is, 
has an inner feeling or call to 
become a minister, a priest, or a 
rabbi." 

Had General Understanding 

He admits he had "no idea 
whatsoever" of the extent of Com- 
munist activity in this area before 
he joined the party at the request 
of the FBI, but says he probably 
had a better understanding o^ 
Communism in general, due t< 
his military service. i 

Late in 1949 or very early J.t 
f i (Continued on Page 4) 
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1950— his memory is not clear 
which — Armando Penha made his 
first approach to the »FBI. He 
•was merely given papers to fill 
out and sign, and told to come 
back later. 

"They were very cool," he re- 
members. "The reason: I learned 
later, was that they were checking 
me from the day I was born, to 
make sure that I was not a dedi- 
cated party member sent to in- 
filtrate the FBI itself." 

This security check took 2V2 
months. On his fifth interview 
Mr. Penha was finally told to go 
:ahead. 

Would Be on Own 

His position in the party, the 
;FBI told him, would be that of an 
Intelligence agent in enemy ter- 
ritory. He would be strictly on his 
>own and would have to take com- 
plete care of himself. 

If he was ever arrested, the 
bureau could not come to his aid,, 
He was alone v . m * 

He made his approach to the 
Communist Party through Joseph 
Figueiredo, then master of cere- 
monies for a weekly radio pro- 
gram, over a Fall River radio sta- 
tion. 

- At the end of each program 
Figueiredo would appeal for let- 
ters from his listeners. Armando 
Penha responded to this appeal 
w;th a letter saying he had lived 
fpr eight years in "Fascist Portu- 
gal," and was himself "on the side 
of anti-Fascism." 

Figueiredo Came 
l - He received no answer to his 
fetter. Instead, 10 days, later 
Figueiredo and another man 
£ame in person to his house. They 
stayed for ZYz hours while 1 Mr, 
IJenha and Figueiredo talked. 
During the, entire interview, £he 
irhird man in the room did not 
feay one word, Mr. Penha re- 
members. 

Y "He sat in a chair in my living 
room, pulled his hat down over 
His eyes, leaned back and pre 
tended to be asleep. I learned 
later that he was watching every 
move I made, every reaction to 
.every question, and scrutinizing 
my home carefully, for that entire 
(2% hours." 

£ As he drew closer to the party, 
Mr. Penha "played hard to get" 
lio see whaj the comrades' reac- 
tion would-be* They did not rush 
!gim. 

*.- In March of 1950 he formally 
joined the party. He was soon to 
learn the iron force with which 
the party binds each of its mem- 
bers to do its will regardless of 
personal obligations.. 
*» Learned of Infiltration 
*>He found the truth of the Com- 
munist doctrine that every Com- 



munist must strive to make his 
home his office, or his club a 
party stronghold. He read William 
Z. Foster's comment that "every 
shop is a fortress for Commu- 
nism." 

He learned the importance of 
infiltration into legitimate groups 
in the community, with the aim 
of .subverting them for Com- 
munism. He learned the Com- 
munist technique- of "mass ac- 
tion"" by working tirelessly to 
gain the support of innocent 1 
dupes or- deluded sympathizers 
for part£ causes: Save the Rosen- 
bergs, end the 'Korean War, de- 
feat the McCarran-Walter Act, 
and dozens more. 

But his own disbelief' in Com- 
munism remained unshaken. He 
would mail out the party litera- 
ture in envelopes with no return 
address, and with.no indication 
that it had come from a Com- 
munist source. 

"If anyone signed .those- peti- 
tions, they never knew they had 
come from the party. I never fol- 
lowed them .up, personally," he 
says. 

From the very beginning -be 
made reports back to the FBI, 
but his dealing with the House 
Committee on Un-American Ac- 
tivities did not be,gin until Jan- 
uary 1958. \ 

Congratulated by Party 

His first election as a Fairhaven 
town meeting member came, he 
thinks, in 1952: "I did this strictly 
on my own, and never rtook any 
part in a town* meeting that was 
the party's line," he remembers, 
"but I was congratulated after my 
election at a Communist meeting. 
The party wanted me to go on." 

As lie rose gradually in the 
party ranks to the position of sec- 
tion organizer for New Bedford 
—the top Communist Party post 
in this area— there were many! 
calls for Armando Penha, includ- 
ing "three or four" occasions 
when the party nearly found out 
about his connections with the 
FBI. 

In these 'chilling circumstances 
his position as a party leader was 
his only salvation. With ruthless 
tactics typical of a Communist he 
was able in each instance to shift 
the blame for leaks of informa- 
tion to the Government on an- 
other party member, and actually 
to procure the innocent man's ex- 
pulsion from the party. 

On one occasion when there 
had been a leak, Mr. Penha was 
conducting a meeting of a small 
group of hard core Communists 
in his living room. Knowing that 
his whole party position and even 
his life was in danger, he made a 
supreme effort to impress upon 



the little group that the man 
guilty of the leak had to be one 
of them. 

Wife Was in Room 
"My wife was in the room as I 
spoke, and she was actually turn- 
ing red. If any one of them had 
happened to look at her then, it 
would have been the end for me," 
he recalls. . A 

Mr. Penha forcefully centered 
his attack on one particular Com- 
munist—a man who was his rival 
for power within the party. "He 
and one of his strong allies, who 
was also in the room, had been 
working to overthrow me as 
leader. 

"I actually brought so much 
pressureto bear on that man that 
he destroyed iiimself by confess- 
ing falsely that he was himself 
the link between the party and 
the Government. That happened 
right in my living room in 1951. 
v Such is the power of Com- 
munist brainwashing. y 
1 (Next: Penha tells of narrow 
f escapes from arrest while caj- 
rying out Communist orders.; 
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—Standard-Times Staff Photo 

WHERE HE WORKED— Armando Penha sits with his 
typewriter at the small Habla in his parlor where he often 
^worked late into the night preparing material for use at Com- 
munist Party meetings and discussion classes. The briefcase 
was & "Christmas gift" to him from higher officials in .the 
party. William i. Foster's book, "Toward a Soviet America,X 
is displayed on table, \\ 

Bishop to Attend >f 
Penha Testimonial 

Archbishop Kichard J. Cushing 
of Boston and Bishop James L. 
Connolly of Fall ftiver head the 
list of invited guests >for the testi- 
monial breakfast in honor of Fair- 
haven counter-spy Armando Pen- 
ha. The breakfast will be held 
after the 8 a. m. Mass on Sunday 
April 13 at St. Mary Church, North 
Fairhaven. 

The list of invited dignitaries in- 
cludes clergy, city officials, prom- 
inent figures in State politics, 
judges, officials of the Knights of 
Columbus and others prominent 
in the civic life of Greater Ne\v J 
Bedford. [ 

In addition, two members of\ 
the staff of the House Committee 
on Un-American Activities have 
been invited to come from Wash- 
ington for the affair. Master of 
1 ceremonies »is to be Joseph P. Du+ 
icftaine of New Bedford/ 
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Amy&ts Post Pays ^ 
Tribute to Penha 

Courage and patriotism of Ar- 
mando Penha of Fairhaven, coun- 
ter-spy for* the FBI and star wit- 
ness before the House Committee 
on Un-American Activities, are 
sited by New ^Bedford Post 62, 
Amvets, in the unit's current 
newsletter. 

Mr. Penha, a member of Post 
62, merits the "thanks and ap- 
preciation for what he has gone 
through for the good of the coun- 
try," tthe monthly letter reads. 
. "The efforts of Amvet Penha, 
in his courageous fight against 
Communism at the risk of himself 
and all those he loved, cannot be 
too highly praised, or appreci- 
ated/' it said. "We only hope that 
his efforts will not have been in 
yam, that followup action by leg- 
islators, civilians and members of I 
all organizations, who , should ] 
draw a lesson from the revealing 1 
testimony brought out by the; 
hearings will go a taa,^ way in, 
eliminating this menace." 
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TO 
PROM 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-372696) 



: SAC, BOSTON 

O 
SUBJECT: ARMAND O PENHA 

Former | 







In discussion of captioned individual at meeting of District 
Committee, CP, USA, New England District, held 4/13/58, ANNE 
BURLAK TIMPSON stated that she had heard that OLGA GARCZYNSKI 
might, sue PENHA. This matter was not further elaborated upon 
by TIMPSON. It was also stated by PHILIP KORITZ that it was 
his. understanding PENHA had once threatened to kill OLGA.' 
KORITZ did not further explain his remark. 

It was unanimously voted at this meeting that a leaflet on 
PENHA be gotten out immediately for distribution in the 
New Bedford, Mass. area. 

Boston will immediately advise Bureau in the event of develop- 
ment of any additional informatio n concerning the above, which 
was orally furnished by I 1 on 4/1 4/58. BS will contact 
PENHA re KORITZ 1 statement aoove. ^k 
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8 Years Mrs. Penha 
Was on Guard Constantly 



(An exclusive series of interviews with Armando Fenha, Fair-haven counter- 
spy for the FBI in the Communist Party for eight years, has been obtained by 
The Standard-Times. For the first time, Mr, Penha— and his wife— tell in detail 
their experiences during those harrowing years, climaxed by his dramatic dis- 
closures before the House Committee on Un-American Activities in Boston, two 
weeks ago. The scries reveals the ominous extent, of the Communist conspiracy 
in this immediate area.) 

By GLORIA L, NEGRI 

Standard-Times Staff Writer 
"Even a fish wouldn't get caught if he kept his mouth shut*' 
It was just an inscription on a knicknack her husband gave her 
on a wedding anniversary, but it was a way of living for Mrs. 
Cecilia Penha for eight years. Any other way of life would 
have posed danger for FBI coun- 
ter-spy Armando Penha, his wife 
and their four children. 

As the wife of a key party fig- 
ure, Mrs. Penha was subjected to 
numerous brainwashing sessions 



and was assigned to carry out cer- 
tain party chores. But because her 
husband was responsible for her 
indoctrination — to the extent of 
placing her in Communist-front 
organizations— he found ways to 
cover up -for the party tasks she 
did not perform. 

Ruse Revealed 

For instance, when Mrs. Penha 
was employed at a local plant, 
the Communists told her to place 
stickers reading, "Bring our boys 
back, from Korea," on the ma- 
chinery. 

In Mr. Penha's position, he 
knew the schedule of the Com- 
munists working at the plant and 
the time they wtiuld be walking 
through the section where Mrs. 
Penha was to ' have placed the 
| stickers. 

"If the Communists walked 
through at 2 to check/' Mrs. Pen- 
ha said, "Ed (as she calls her hus- 
band) would tell them later I had 
put the stickers on at 2:30. If 
they had walked through after 
2:30 and did not see the stickeps, 
there was the possibility that man- 
agement had taken'them off." 

Mrs. Penha also was made to 
read party newspapers and pam- 
phlets and when the Communists 
came to the house they'd discuss 
them with her, "to see how much 
I had absorbed. They're very 
smooth talkers" Mrs. Penha 
warned. "They have a way of 
working around people to make 
them dissatisfied with their work- 
ing conditions and feel sorry for 
thamselyjss." 



for her husband on whatever she 
could hear through the thick wall. 

"Sometimes, some of the Com- 
munists would pass through the 
kitchen and I would peek through 
the door and see , them talcing 
mental notes of the house." 

There was a heavy mimeograph 
machine, used to put out pax*ty 
literature, which had to be con- 
cealed when certain -persons ar- 
rived unexpectedly. "I played 
tag with that thing for years," 
said petite, 115-pound Cecilia Pen- 

Master at Sleuthing 

She. became a master in the 
art of sleuthing. "Times when 
Ed was on the phone (then in the 
kitchen), Td have my eye at the 
keyhole of the back door to see 
if any of them were sneaking up 
the stairs." 

"When the Penhas found that's, 
what the Communists had been 
doing, they moved the phone into 
/the living r,oom. "Naturally, they 
asked me why we had done that. 
I told them because it bothered 
the children," Mrs. Penha said. 

Today, Cecilia Penha strains 
her ears at the slightest sound. 
"I can even tell whether it's the 
baker's footsteps or the milk- 
man's!" 

One thing she wants to break 
herself of is 'being on guard all 
the time. "Fm so used to talking 
to the wrong people that I've got 
to learn to talk to the good peo- 
ple again." 

How did this terribly unreal 
way of living affect her and the 
family?— "Frankly, it made me a 
nervous wreck," Mrs. Penha said. 
"It wasn't a matter of needing a 
doctor all the time, but worry 
and neglecting to eat meals un- 
less Ed was home made me, 
.anemic.** ^ 



the Penha children was of joy. 
Two-year-old Susan is still going 
around the house chanting, "My 
father's in the FBO!" 

Five-year-old Boberta won- 
dered why her father didn't 
bring presents back after this 
"trip," as he has on others. 
"What's the matter, JDaddy,^ she 
asked, "didnt you make any 
money this trip?" 




^HEST Writes Xeff er 

. ** Mrs. Penha's cherished gift* is 
• the letter her husband wrote to 
her during the hearings. 
/■It reads: "These eight years 
have taken so much life out of 
me. I have not been the hus- 
band I wish I could have been. 
However, no one knows better 
than you that you have been my 
inspiration and my guiding light. 

"What you have endured all 
these years makes me ashamed 
to say I feel so tired. What 
would I have done if I did not 
have you? Whatever glories may 
come in the future are wrongly 
given to me. It is you that mer- 
its anything and everything. 

"My consolation is that Al- 
mighty God will most certainly 
give you the greatest gift any- 
one could possibly get— outside 
of being beatified— a place next 
to Him. 

"When I used to call you 'Prin- 
cess,' little did I realize that you 
;do have royal and holy qualities. 
By the time you read this, no 
doubt you will know the results,- 
ff toow my patron, Our Lady of 
patima, will not fail me, for s*ie 
has commissioned me to this. 
Jtasi" , t *j 
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! Unwise Guests / ffi^i&^gffi 

m Her ojfter chores weren't as health. "They had the nerve to 
Simple. "You could never tell say he was faking his illness. I 
when they (the Communists^ used to reprimand them for keep- 
would arrive" dark-eyed Mrs. tag him talking in parked cars all 
Penha recalled. "If Ed was to go hours of the night and morning 
with them to a party meeting the Waiting' Is Touelt 

next day, a group of them would! « It v imitth * | K ™« JL. - -u 
arrive the night before. It was' bandto no^hnSi^/^/v hus " 
just a matter of, -Well, here we tewWmpTSn 1 ?^?' 
are. you take care of us/ » S5 Ji a 5r ™?- A ™ X L be > sh <* 

Many times when they arrived, 
Mr. .Penha was 1 away from home 
on FBI work and his wife would 



added. "I paced the floor many 
nights— waiting, never knowing 
When he was coming home be- 
cause his work with them was al 



have to move their children out SS 

Severai a time a s g S °he Sf li/hS &A n SS\S^ WfrOTafi ^ 
1 Ko^eln^ t0 giVG UP ^^^^SSA^ Ithelped 
Often these overnight stays J a ? d P me from goin ^ cra ^>" sh * 
protracted through the next day, Cecilia *v™h* am «„* ^ i 
and meals would have to be se nSbt <itHn» ^L not -£ nly 
cooked for the unexpected visi- Th er e were *& w?f„ Z ait l ng ~ 
tors. Sometimes, there wasn't ifJS ,,«! t^* ? 1 hen h - r hu - s ' 
enough food to go around for j£5* ??fi at a ? ar £ y meeti PS ** 
the children and the Quests," ^ShtpJh^L 811 ? ^S^. 111 ^ 
and Cecilia Penha went wifhdut 2^ ^l^ 00 ^ 1 w 5^? the 6ha - 
a meal. . d ren we re sleeping , taking n oUs 

Children Affected — T~ 



£Ed's a*i ideaflather . HeTIl- 
yays been ready to help Joan 
vith her homework or Larry 
vith a problem. He never raises 
lis voice. It was he who made 
ixcuses for any strange goings-on 
lere and who explained to Joan 
md Larry about the hearings." 
Although the family had been 
prepared for it, that weejk of the 
Boston hearings upset them all. 
'The tension was terrific," Mrs. 
Penha said. "I wanted Ed to do 
b good job, but was worried 
about his health. The children 
kvere off their routine staying up 
aafce to w&fcch their father on tele- 
vision and that irritated^ thern^ 



a meal. 

"They never missed a chance 
to criticize," she said. "They often 
) suggested I buy different cuts of 1 
meats that were cheaper. They^ 
brought up a powder and told us , 
to put it into the orange juice for! ) 
Vitamins we lacked in food. 
"They brought us pills for every 
; part of the body— the eyes, the 
■ nose and what not. We tossed 
| them ouiVI was a little run down 
at one time and they insisted I 
| go to a doctor— their doctor. I 

didn't. 
! 'Aunt Jemima' Barred 

"I got the holy devil once be- 
cause they saw a package of Aunt 
Jemima pancake flour on the pan- 
try shelf. They said it was dis- 
crimination and making fun of 
colored people. They also made 
me take dowh\ an Aunt Jemima 
doll notepad I had on the wall." 
The ironic part of this was that 
one of her husband's 'duties as a 
Communist leader was to pro- 
pagandize throughout the State 
against "white chauvinism." That 
this violation against Communist 
ideology was found in his own 
home was unthinkable. 

"They'd always call Ed down 
for things I did that they didn't 
approve of," Mrs/ Penha said. 
"They even became angry when 
they heard I was expecting anoth- 
er baby. They were afraid he 
couldn't fully perform his duties 
with an extra child to worry 
about." 

Four years ago when Mr. Penha 
was in .the hospital four weeks, 
Mrs. Penha "had the Commies agl 
alone. It was terrible," she re- 
pealled 



Although the children knew 
nothing of their father's wci?k, 
they were affected indirectly by 
their mother's constant emotional 
strain. "Sometimes," she recalled, 
"I'd be on the phone, a Commie 
would be knocking at the door 
and the baby screaming. You can 
imagine what happened.l used to 
be filled with remorse after scold- 
ing the children." 

Just as the children often 
couldn't understand their moth- 
er's aggravation, so they couldn't 
comprehend why, when Mrs. 
Penha's late father was hospi- 
talized two years ago, they had 
to whisper the Kosary for him 
in their room. 

"Why do we have to whisper, 
Mommie," little Roberta had 
asked. "God won't hear us." 

But the Communists in the next 
room would have. 

Armando Penha speaks sincere- 
ly when he says he "could never 
have done this thing" without 
his wife's help. He feels just as 
a friend spoke of Mrs. Penha the 
other day: "Your wife deserves] 
an Oscar for the best supporting; 
actress role," the man said. 

She says the same thing of him. 
—"If Ed hadn't been kind to me 
jand helped me with the children, 
J would never have made it. At 
might when the children needed 
attention, he'd get up so I could 
rest. 

"Ed never complained if meals 
weren't ready on time. He helps 
with the shopping and he's not 
shamed-* of being seen hanging 
!outxlothe.s, 
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TO: TflEEOSOR, I°I (1Q0~3726?6) 
FRO' 'I: SAG 5 ?v e T01 T I I 



( Former 



3nclosed hcrcritl* 1 is an article captioned "For c Years l_rs. 7S:!IA ITas 

on Guard Constantly." This article apoeared in tho u He T ' r Bedford Standard 

Piffles" for i<A'/£8. 

Sndcsed article is cue in a series of articles be ins "written sbout 

PETA's experiences "bile acting;; as an information for the b>l # 

T N is article is in addition to those submitted to the bureau on ?. daily 
basis* 
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Office Memwandum • 

to/ : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-372696) 
JAC, BOSTON 



:S: 




UNITED STM*ES GOVERNMENT 
date: April 17, 1958 

b7E 



subject: ARMANDO PENHA 

(Former Bureau Informant) 



K 5 
(I 



ReBulet April lu 1958 authorizing this office to f 



Referral /Consult 



A copy of a memorandum captioned "ARMANDO PENHA" and dated 
Oct. 22, 1957 which was submitted as an attachment to 
Boston letter dated Oct. 22, 1957 captioned "COMPROS - 
BOSTON; IS - C", which sets forth all know n derogatory 
ia£fijai}at ion concerning PENHA, was furnished 
on April 16, 1958. 



Referral /Consult 
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^ TH: DTF20T0R, Ytl (1C0-372696) 

^?Ci:: SA% -OSTCM I I 

A^THDCTSTA 

(Former Fureau Informant) 

Rebuairtel to Boston dated 3/3l/*G snd Bulet to Boston -rated l>/ii/?8» 



P3*HA rae advised by SA 



on li/ll/^o^ that he Bust be 



truthful and factel in any book or pu&lication be elects to rrrite and 
that tbe Bureau T^ill not sponsor or endorse such articles. 



FE T HA ras a 'so advised, on this elate 3 that 



; 1 

Referral /Consult 



rhen|_ 



I P&IIIA s aid he rould notify A<?ent|_ 



J if and 



Having been given a position by riayor MtAJCIS LOLOR of New Bedford^ ^ass* 
in recognition for his 7r ork as an informant and as a ritness before the 
T I0l f A at Boston > ?WTA began bis duties on Monday ^ k/l/S^^ as an Investigator 
of : edical Costs pertaining to veterans JJa the City of Kev: Ledford. Ee 
v;orks out of the Office of Veterans 1 Services at the City Hall; IT err Bedford 
Tliis is a temporary position^ "v:hich may last three to six months, and the^ 
pay is #6^.00 per rr eek. 

On li/9/<8, ^W^A redeived a telephone call from CFARL35 1KTJ$ 9 the General 
^ana^er of the Her Bedford Standard - Times 9 the daily nerspaper published 
in Y&z Bedford. LBTJN said he had received a telephone call from 050RGS - 
^Tl^OLD, the Attorney General of Massac' usetts at Boston,, requesting LSf "HI 
to contact r W7& and to ask PEHFA to come to Boston to see him, FI^GOLB 
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Massachusetts in the election this fall. The Standard - Times newspaper 
has always supported F3SGCLB in previous campaigns for Attorney General 
and ^rill undoubtedly support him for Governor. 

PE1KA vrent to Boston on Ij/lO./fo to see STLGOLD, but the latter was not at 
his office and P3FA conferred r,ith one (E*U) SAIISI-5:Y, Assistant Attorney 
General of Massachusetts. 

fAr.ISFT.liT asked PEFA reneral questions concerning the structure of the 
Comnunist Party on the state and local level* SALISBURY indicated that the 
State desired to re-wriite its Sedition La^'s and the Attorney General hoped 
by havinr an understanding o^ the workings of the Communist Party he would 
he in a better position to recommend new legislation to the State legislature • 

SALISBURY then asked PE? T FA if he would be interested in working as an In- 
vestigator for -Hie Liars achusetts Subversive Activities Board and to this 
PEF T A said he could not decide now, but would have to Imovr rcore about such 
a position, 

SALIS?:JRY asked Ti^EA if he v r ould have 8nj objections to appearing as a witness 
before the Tiassacbusetts Coraraission to Fight Cominunist, headed by Senator 
TbO\17EB.* PS1KA said he had no objections to appearing and. that he would be 
available as a witness before any Commission which was sincerely interested 
in fighting Communism, but that he would not be a volunteer witness before 
any Commission, which he felt was seeking publicity for political reasons* 

SALISBURY stated he v.ould like to confer with PEKEA again, and that Attorney 
General Eft: GOLD wanted to interview him. xWLX requested SALISBURY that if 
the State of Massachusetts contemplated any sort of public hearing in which 
they' wanted to use PEi^'A, the Attorney General should contact both the Bureau 
and the HCUA, and to this SALISI UPY agreed. 

PSFIA, at the request rf GEORGE "lILLXALIS, HCUA Investigator, was to leave 
Mew Bedford, Tfass* on Sunday, April 13, 19£3 to ^o to V ashington, D. C« to 
confer with TILLIES on h/±k/$&. r ILLIA'S did not tell FUFIIA ' hy he wanted 
to talk with him or how long P&FA would remain there. 

Pecause of his long association with the Communist Party in Massachusetts 
and the fact that he met so many C? lerders in the six years he was active 
as a party member, it will be necessary to contimie to contact him for some 
time. However * PEftFA will be ??iven close supervision and control and the 
information furnished by him will be fi\*ly evaluated before payments are made 
to him. 

LAFGHLIT 
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t, 



Director* Federal Bureau of Investigation 

William F* (Tompkins,. Assistant Attorney General* ^^^^ 

Internal SSeouiity Division 

tJNITED STATES v. HTSSO 



The Het-T tork Tinea of March 21, 19£8 in its coverage of the 
hearings of the House Committee on tin-American Activities in Boston 
states^th&t one ix^ajaic^^Ste^a former confidential informant of the 
fiureau* gave testimony on &arch 20* According to tfcfe article ^ Penha 
testified that he was shown the plans of & plot to plant a bomb near 
the platform of a New Bedford, Hassaohusetts school auditorium txhefre 
Louis Badensi a witness for the Oover nment in numerous proceedings 
against the Communist Party and its members* v&8 to speak several tzeekg 
&go, and that Penha talked them out of it* 

It is requested that the Burea u make arrangements for Penha 
to be interviewed as soon- as possible l%r | \ oS this 



he 

hlC 



Division in connection T?ith the captioned case and other pending Smith 
Act cases, as tfell as possible violations of othei* federal statutes* 
It is al3Q reques ted that any informant reports submitted by Mr. genha 
vxbichl | aay desire to examine be made available to him* I I 



I h dil be in Boston on Monday*, March 2k> and mil contact the 
Bureau Field Office in that city* 
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TO 



DIRECTOR 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT / 



DATE: 3/28/58 



from : Clyde Tolson 



\ 






SUBJECT: 



j *' * 



BilUBt 

He has ' 



pStfcM^y of Ker^^olt^and Company called 
this morning. He hasten contacted by an Agent, Sterling Lord, 
who advised that i^E^shtoerg^, a, writer who wrote the Jimmy 
Pier sail Baseball iStory, wants ^co&aborate with ArmandgT enha 
in writing a book concerning communist activities. Penha was 'an 
informant of the Bureau for several years and recently ways exposed 
when he testified before the HCUA in New England. 'Buckley wanted 
to know whether Penha was a responsible individual and whether it 
might be possible to give him some advice as to what he should 
concerning such a book. Buckley stated that he had been told that 
Penha had a clearance from the FBLto tell his story. ^/i^4 : 

\\ I told Buckley that Penha did not have any clearance 

[1 from the FBI and that we would furnish no such clearance. I told him 
Penha : was a good informant but that he ought to take into consideration^ 
the possibility of libel and over ^-exaggeration and sensationalism in 
fJ a situation of this kind. I told him that the Bureau would not in any 
llway vinderwrite or approve anything that Penha wrote and^that we would 
JJnot check any such material for any publisher. Bttckley stated-that 
he planned to turn the offer down, that Henry Holt and Company is 
publishing "Masters of Deceit 1 r and further from what he knows of the 
situation Penha could only discuss matters existing in one section of 




r 



4f 




»% 



interest of accuracy. "On the other hand, I think that sooner or later 
we are going to get in trouble when errors and mistakes occur in such 
publications*^- the basis that the material has been furnished to, and 
has been in effect approved by the Bureau. I think we could more 
profitably spend our tiiW^d energy in seeing to ^ 

ES^^S^^^I^^^r.^^ r^lIis^S^^^^^ spinning our wheels 

If they over- 



reviewing material written by some former informa nt. 

exaggerate and subject themselves to libel it certainly is not up to 
Bureau to interest itself in such activities i^i^tt^^ $&&&• 
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Tolson 

f AJBoardn£ 

Belmo 

Mohr 

Nease 

Parsons 

Rosen<__ 
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"THIS IS YOUR LIFE" r. 

PORTRAYAL OF ARMANDOPENHA 
CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANT— COMMUNIST MATTE 
BOSTON OFFICE 



We received a letter dated April 11, 1958, from Axel Gruenber 

(producer of the show "This Is Your Life" stating that they are interested in 
Penha' s life. Penha recently testified before the House Un-American Activities 




Committee in Boston. 



; Gruenberg felt that doing his life would further emphasize to the 

Nation the real and ever present dangers of communism. He states, "We could 
not however—and would not if we could — proceed any further without your 
acquiescen©e"and the cooperation of the Bureau both in Washington and in Boston. 

Gruenberg also noted that on March 28, 1956, with the^approval 
of the Bureau a similar story was done on confidential informant Marian Miller. 

BACKGROUND ON ARMANDO PENHA: 



Penha has been a most valuable informant of the Boston Office aad 
has furnished substantial information since he initially became an informant \. 
back in 1950. He worked his way into the confidence of the party and was most \ 
valuable. He appeared before the House Un-American Activities hearings in 
Boston during the week of March 17, 1958. 






He has been described up to this date as a stable informant and 

) Mayor Francis Lawlor of New Bedford appointed Penha as an investigator for 
the City of New Bedford at the salary of $65 per week. This was April 1, 1958. 

It was further notg&mai Sterling Lord, New York City, had offered 
to write a book for Penha to be published u fey Julian Mess Co. , New York City, and 
there also has been some indication that Lippincott Publishing Company was 
interested in doing a book on Penha. The only problem which Penha has had 
evolved from the f act Jchat while he was a confidential informant of the Bureau and 
being compensated for it he drew unemployment compensation from the State of 
Massachusetts. He had to do this to avoid revealin g his idesii^i^fthat he was 
unemployed and members of the Party would have become suspicious. Boston 
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advised that since his open testimony the Division of Employment Security of 
Massachusetts would consider cancelling the balance due and forgiving him the 
debt. Now that he has testified they have so notified him. Matter is apparently 
resolved. 

RE MARIAN MILLER, CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANT, "THIS IS YOUR LIFE": 

Mill er was an informant on communist matters in Los Ang eles 
from 1950 to 1955. I I 



On March 28, 1956, Mrs. Miller was featured on "This Is Your Life, " NBC 
television. Director was requested to appear on this program by letter dated 
February 28, 1956, from Axel Gruenberg, producer for Mr. Ralph Edwards. 
Director declined the invitation but a letter was forwarded to Gruenberg 
addressed to Mr. Edwards to be read over the television program honoring her. 

AXEL GRUENBERG : 

Bureau has never conducted any investigation of Gruenberg. 
It was noted that in January, 1946, the name of one Axel Gruenberg was included 
on a list of names of the Hollywood Writers Mobilization, Radio Committee, which 
list consisted of 30 individuals, 7 of whom were known communists. (Hollywood 
Writers Mobilization was cited by Attorney General as within the purview of 
Executive Order 9835. Mr. Gruenberg was reported a member of the Workshop 
Committee of the same organization in May of 1946. 






•OBSERVATIONS: / , •> 

There is little question that the appearance of Penha, who 
incidentally does not know that this overture has been made, according to 
Gruenberg, would show the current menace of communism and would on a 
nationwide basis show the need of confidential informants to penetrate the 
conspiracy. 

I With the feeling that possibly communism is no longer a menace, 

this type of program might countermand the trend. 

IThe problem, of course, arises over whether or not we want to 
go as far in this one as we did in connection with the Miller matter. On it, of 
course, the letter by the Director was read in connection with the program. 
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Mr, Nease 



RECOMMENDATION: 

Recommend attached airtel be sent to SAC Brown, that he 
contact Gruenberg, acknowledge Gruenberg T s letter and tell him that the 
Bureau has no objections to Penha appearing on "This Is Your Life. " 
Further, that SAC Brown should tell Gruenberg that our granting of permission 
in this regard does not in anyway constitute endorsement of this particular 
program but if he so desires we will be glad to review the script for factual 
accuracy. 
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This is to advise that Supervisor R. J, Gallagher < -sGand: 
of the Criminal Section last night, 4/14/58, received a telephoym OX*Mw 
call from captioned individual* 

Penha,from 1950 to 1955, served as a Bureau security 
informant of the Boston Office . He furnished considerable valuable 1 
information regarding Communist Party activities • In March, 1958, 
he publicly testified before the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities (HCUA) and received front-page publicity . 




(Jap^ 



Supervisor Gallagher, while assigned to the Providence, 
Rhode Island, Resident Agency of the Boston Office, assisted 
in the development of Penha and contacted him regularly during 
1950 and 1951. These contacts were at least on a weekly basis 
and sometimes more often. Penha at the time was extremely active 
in the Communist Party in the New Bedford -Fall River, Massachusetts 
area. He regularly submitted reports on Communist Party activities 
in that area and, in addition, furnished considerable information 
concerning Communist Party activities in Rhode Island, 

Penha advised SA Gallagher that he was in Washington and 
had been in contact with the HCUA. He said he was leaving to go 
to North Carolina to testify before hearings being held in that Jj 
state. Penha said he had "come out in the open" in March, 1958, L* 
when he testified before the HUCA concerning communist activities 
in the Northeast, He said he had been in Washington several times 
and had wanted to contact SA Gallager, but did not think.it was j ^j 
discreet to do so* 




&. 





Penha T s call was social "**n ^ature. He advised- SA Gallagher 
that he had been the guest of honor at a bsygifeeft S&1*§g8led by the 
Governor and had been given the American Legion Americanism Award. 
He had also been honored by the Veterans ofcJBa y^^lifep s^ and the 
Amvets. He said he was now working as an investigator for the State 
of Massachusetts Veterans Commission. He advised SA Gallagher of his 
current family status, mentioning the schooling of his two older 
children, that his wife had a serious operation the year before, and 
that* lie had been under a terrific strain, but now that he was " t out in 
the open" a big burden had been lifted from him* xlenhg, sai< 
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Memorandum for Mr. Rosea 

thought often of SA Gallagher and wanted to continue contact with 
him throughout the years but knew that this would not be proper 
as long as he was in an undercover capacity • It is to be noted 
that SA Gallagher has not been in contact with Penha since sometime 
in 1952. Penha did not request anything during his call and it 
appeared that he merely wanted to talk about his recent activities. 

The above is being submitted for record purposes. 
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ARMANDO PENHA 

FORMER SOURCE OF INFORMATION 
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New Bedford, 
Me said he is a member 



Mas sacnus ews y veiepnonea me toaay. 

of the Program Committee of the Exchange Club in New Bedford 
and as such was recommending PENHA as the recipient for an 
annual award made by the Exchange Club called ^Golden Deeds.* 1 
I | stated that this award is made by the Exchange 

Club to a member of a given community who has performed out- 
standing service in that area. The award would be bestowed 
some time in June at the Annual Conference of the Exchange Club 



§m 



I | asked me to issue a statement as to the value 

of the services performed by PENHA for the FBI. I told 
the doctor that PENHA never was a Special Agent of the FBI S 
although he voluntarily furnished to this Bureau information 
of a security nature which came to his atten tion concerni ng 
subversive activities from 1950 until 1958. 



asked me if I would furnish this information to him in writing, 
and I told him that I would not, but that I was merely 
advising him of Penha f s association with the FBI in order 
that there would be no misunderstanding as to his actual 
role. This is for the information of the Bureau. 
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subject: ' ARJ5AND0 TENHA * - . \ > - . 

-■ . SOI , ■ . ' - ■ '■ : -' ' •-.••..-■ 

V -" : ■-■ : : ■■■' ■•■■ . ; - vv; - 

, Re Boston letters 3/2£ and 'lj/i/^8. ", 

Indices NYO contain no reference to Lipp.e"nc,ott Publishers, 

Only reference to STERLING. LORD is NY 100-i$8lj.0-392l|.> p. ,2, 
-which is BY Airtel dated 10/2£/57 reflecting that STERLING LORD, is 
the agent for CHARLES SAM0ELSV proposed co-wrier on- book, ."by BORIS 
MORROS. . . ' , ' ..' . ', ^ , 

NYO indices contain no reference to Julian Mess Co., 10 
West ij.pth Street, _NYC, but there, are numerous references to the 
publisher Julian Messner, INc*.,- 8 West IjXith Street,' NYC, obviously 
identical with tho Julian Mess Go. me:ntione.d by \PENHA. Following , 
. are- pertinent references 'to '..Julian' Messner, ino.i V ' ,' -.' .■-•■■ 

100-3h$l'*22r p. 28:' -Report of • SA ' GEORGE- E . DAVIS, WFO, ,' 
i|./29A8, entitled .."EDWARD GROFF CONKLIN, IS-C".. References 
furnished by -CONKLIN included JULIAN' MESSNER of Julian Messner, '. 
3hc,, 8 West l|,0th Street, NYC. ■ M 191+3 v MESSNER stated 'that he had 
known . CONKLIN 9 to 10 .years and had published 2 of his books*. . He 
;.cqrisidered CONKLIN/ a !00$ Americans CONKLIN was interviewed on .. 
" '/and denied under bath -that he had eves? been a CP frember*- 



\. 100*9786-6, p.^0: Report of - SA I \, Oklahoma City, . 

3/19A2,/ captioned "Communist Activities in the State of Oklahoma, 
•IS*G"" reflects that a letter signed .by Julian Messner, Ihc.,.- 
Publishers, 8 J, Zj,0th Street, New York, dated 9/5/lj,l/ "condemning 
the' Criminal 'Syndicalism trials' and urging release of the Communist 
Defendants" was Obtained by, the Oklahoma City office, no source V*' 
'indieate.de ;-;-■' ... • ;.' .,. •'■'.■. .; ." • /X 
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1 fifinii ahfid information concerning- 
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[ It, is noted, however, that 
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J so significance would appear to be; negligible* ! ~ 
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advised in : 



• %t'.Tfe^^ad -learned, froin; an '4 ndiaridtialr:.ramllia^ with the, .operat-ions 



of 



that 



was> '£ir&f f ee*,. ; 



0TOed\-by>. tn# up or Illinois, . 

..' ?'. ..."•" /".- l6Q~£0o70-lB3£r ■ Oft 9/4/£0*. -f bihtier \ I .>bix(jeii.by - ",• '•' v.-- ; . 

, ; : / ^equea-t-/ ; whp- hasvfv^^ iriad,e ; , , ... ■ -. ; 

% available* -a ife^^ ; 

'.- '-••> : . supreme, lOowt^o-f- the-' iHIted States;;;" October^ Term, 1949^ for - ■•--- -, '„ 

' .-'." , p^etiJio^erK^ of >fche J Hollywood %; 

;■ v - : 5e.a|ft';i':%i inotidh' ^^ . •.""',';•' ." I •••■:; 

. ■* - ' .by : 'c^nselvf or 'a- n , : . ; ..: •*.'•., 

.',-' " '' .th*e ; attioai;froducfirs .wx^cr'm .'-;'.-'. -;' 1 ;, 

'.'■ ' . ; . befbre: :the '..Bouse/ Gommitte'se' oh^tftrAiiiericah" Activities' ihtfoiyed; in • ,-;_. ./-'■", , .' 

„ • : , these ;two' cases ; eff ectively ,r ©sir alias i'...*/the free /creatlim^nd , : •;. : *r -.<■"-"•. • 

•-,■•"' .' .ooiiinaitiii'eatioh^of:' ideas;*: 11 !- ' Xiiclud&d -ainohg : , the .riames of ;the> ^a3?iousv . '•-'•- . 
'.' ;\' , : -£ub'^ ', ' ; -> ; ;.-' , .-'.'. . v.^;.^:- 

■'- ; ~ l x '-• >. ^ ■■■■' .'■• " ; ioo«o^d^r : i' iy;.:i0;t i& : .■&$$$■'■ &0?/&h &k ^fis'-Mgeies- •' - ; -■' ■: -X ; -. 

\ ' ^ffide- advised' $$.6, ^t^^' ! «in§ETO^.9^feip4*^■■ ; ^^*>.'- i *' ..^^feL&y>p£ :'£&$•>.;/ >'.;'. ■:;'•--"'::. r 
. 'pergonal", .papers '6l ^GED&IG '^Ba2EpR^d3S.^93*0 - 'b^J^S'^siib^arldtretd'- JTQr*:-iS3K>i.- -.^ '• •.--'>*" '"• ? . 



. . -V-' • 0jDR-lC ; piJ?BA&ll'.d-'S $b* \t<8su$v l&M^?r -oS' the- .^atiohal. Guardian" who 
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. ."-.:-' ";: v : . ..-. J r-It was/asbertaltted by. t this, off ioe:.ih. 8/5l|- &li%b ■SfflMN;., 
■ -• .*• . - Msl&iife 5 tta"s . die^easM .^and . that the .firm was -being -operated by his ? 
■' ■ ; ? - wldbwi- i Miobh??'. -p^vt iheiib : i>.ef ej?enoe«- were located^ , . .;,'// ■;•', 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-372696) 

ATTENTION: SECURITY INFORMANT SECTION 



FROM: SA.C, BOSTON 



ARMANDO PENHA 
(Former 



Re Boston airtel to Bureau, i|/25/58. 
ARMANDO PENHA advised SA 




on 5A/58 as follows: 



PENHA received written invitation from HUGH GREGG, former Governor 
of New Hampshire, to attend testimonial to CAROL POSTER on l|./3d/5>8 
at Nashua Country Club, Nashua, N.H. FOSTER and PENHA were HCUA 
witnesses at hearing in Boston 3/l8 - 3/21/58. / 

PENHA drove from New Bedford, Mass. on 4/30/58, making a stop at " 
Newton, Mass., and later drove to Nashua, N.H. Upon his arrival 
at the Testimonial Dinner, GREGG "introduced himself to PENHA, and 
as GREGG was the Toastmaster, asked PENHA if he wished .to make 
a speech. PENHA declined and said he had not prepared*a speech. 
GREEG then stated, "l heard you were down to Washington recently," 
to which PENHA replied in the affirmative. This was all the 
conversation PENHA had with GREGG relative to his recent trip 
to Washington. ^ ^ f '^£ j^ _^ J / / (* 

1 GREGG then told PENHA he would call on the latter to take a bow 
at the FOSTER Dinner, and GREGG said he had **feSa|A£b%fl93$3THA 
and would make a few introductory remark s.conc^rhing^him. %^ 



to 



/(During the introduction GREGG spoke of PENHA he . said, "He has rf/ 



J just flown here from Washington where he has be/ 
[I few weeks obtaining material from the FBI to bej 
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other Government units for use at hearings and trials. n 

FENHA stated that he said nothing to GREGG about what he was 
doing in Washington other than the fact that he had been there. 
He said that GREGG knew he did not just fly to Nashua from 
Washington as he had told GREGG he drove there from Newton, 
Mass. and he desired to drive back to New Bedford, Mass. after 
the Testimonial Dinner. 

PENH& said that the remarks of GREGG were based on an erroneous 
assumption on GREGG'S part and that where GREGG was the Master 
of Ceremonies and a present candidate for Governor of New Hampshire, 
!PENHA, did not feel he could stand up to refute this statement 
publicly, after having told GREGG he would not make a speech. 
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To: SAC, LosAagelec 
From: Director, FBI 
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CONnPENHAL INFORMAN T ARMANDO PSNHA OF HEW BEDFORD 

Re Boaton teletype to Bureau April U, 1058. 

t * Attached Is en Antostot of a l®tfc©r frca Az©l Grcoafcorrc. 

producer of "This Ie Your Life, » dated April U, 1058. R lolSS55taah«y . 

The Bureau has no ofcjocticao to Gruoafeorg arranging for 
Pcaha'o appoaraaco ca tfeo program. «"^«»j *w 

i««* * 4 k ^°^: L ® 3 ^^COlco cfeould contact Grioifcore, ackno^la&o hio f* 

to any iroy conotiteio on OBtoooaoat <tf thio particular program and If 
Graonfeorc dooiroc, yo ttouM, d eouroo, fco clad to rovion tho ccript prior to 
tho program for any factual inaccuracioa. 

a ■ ^ . 9°** °* Grucnkorg'o letter and copy of tfeio airtel to Loo 
Ansclca feeing designated for Booton'a information. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Chief 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

You may recall that on March 28, 1956, with the approval of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the cooperation of the 
Regionafoffice here in Los Angeles, THIS IS YOUR LIFE was able 
to oresent the story of Marian Miller, who worked with the F.B.I, 
£ order to uncove/some of the activities of the Cc^unist 
Conspiracy. 

Currently a very similar/^ry has been urgently suggested to us ^ 
in the person of ASMANDp^&HA of New Bedford, Massachusetts, ^ 

wno ^cStS tSsEm Sarft e&Jg r& Q House Un-A^ricm Activities 
CoLi?tee in Boston. Feeling that "doing" his Ufa may oope 
tHurther emphasize to the Notion the very real and ever^ 
HoIbJ- dan-ers that Ccranioa poses to the ^erxcon ooy « 
!fC^Se Rurally interested in thlo otory. to c*M not 
braver -- end oould not if ua could - proceed aay pftoor witho 
ySr^LuiescLc^and the cooperation of *o Bbcob boto In 
ftsobiiiigton 'and in Boston. 

N* u Penha, of ccraca, taoso notMsg of tthio, teat feaaa S^G^j 
ye^r cpwwol cad if tha ccrjol ?C3So eoissa^o uita ^-.-; : - 

: , .v^ 1 ;.- „^«-. P ~-a e^-G- ^c ^aae to life usa^a te:c7a ■.•'■ ..-..- 
their qppeovl^ l^r B rH^^5~ 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-372696) 

..Attention:. SECURITY INFORMANT SECTION 



SUBJECT: 



SAC, BOSTON 

- D. 
ARMANDO PBWHfl 

(FORMER | 
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ARMANDO PENHA confidentially advised that upon request of HCUA, 
went to Washington, D.C. on 4/13/58 and conferred with HCUA 
Director 4/14/58. He was furnished with a Credential Card 
containing his photograph and signature, which designated 
he was a "special consultant" of the HCUA. 

He left Washington by plane on 4/15/58 and went to High Point, 
North Carolina, where he hired a car and travelled 700 miles 
in North Carolina visiting people whom he met on his trip 
south in September, 1955 1 as a member of the National Textile 
Commission of the CP. His purpose in seeing these people was 
to try to have them agree to be witnes ses for HCUA. Of se ven 
people h e visited, one agreed. 
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He was 

in Durham, North Carolina, who is. a memoer or the 



City Committee of the CP in Durham. 

PENHA returned to Washington, D.C, from North Carolina on $*\ 
4/20/58j wrote report of his trip south and conferred with jf/ I" 



V- Bureau (100-372696) (pi 
- Charlot te ( 100- 6346 ) ~ | 
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PAGE TWO 



Director RICHARD ARENS of HCUA on 4/21/58. He then came to 

NYC to see. a few people, but was unsuccessful in locating 

them and returned to New Bedford 4/23/58. ^ r .£ ^c^ c^ou^. 0.%$- 



He is schedule d to visit f 
of Boston, and 



I. BUFILE 100-246336, 
J BUEILE 100^367310, of 



{rfT~New Bedford, to' see. if they will agree to being witnesses 
«J for HCUA. During week of April 28 or following week, he is 



co^d^ to re turn to NYC to conduct similar inquiry for the HCUA. 
' C ^fii!rf ^ or his trip south > the HCUA paid PE*^ $300 and are paying 



cf,_. 



it', v 



r a^ his expenses. The HCUA also plans to. pay him $300 for May for 
C^vfT ^he wopk h e W in do in Massachusetts and NYC. . His Credential 
is valid until 6/I/58 and the HCUA told him they will continue 
its validity at that time, if he is willing to continue in 
that type of work. 

He was told by Director ARENS the Committee plans to hold a 
hearing in North Carolina or Georgia latter part of May or 
early June, and PENHA will be witness at that hearing. 
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subject: ARMANDO PENHA 

SOURCE OF INFORMATION 
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On May 6, 1958, 



advised SA 



that 



he had received a visit on April 29, 1958* from HOMER CHASE 
of New Hampshire, a Communist Party leader who had come to 
the Fall River, Massachusetts, area to contact the Communist 
Party members in that city. 

CHASE in disaussing SRMANDO PENHA stated that PENHA was expelled 
from the Communist Party for stealing funds and that when 
EULA FIGUEIREDO's deportation case came up, PENHA went to a 
Mrs. ROGERS (there is no Mrs. ROGERS in the Communist Party 
of New Bedford but there is a Mrs. PALMEDA ROGERSON) and asked 
her if he could join the fighfc';to help EULA FIGUEIREDO even 
though he understood he was expelled from the. Party. Later 
at a meeting of the committee, SIDNEY LIPSHIRES (former New 
England Organizer of the Communist Party) proposed PENHA for 
reinstatement. The Committee voted against PENHA by a vote of 
four to two. LIPSHIRES, however, appealed to the District 
Committee and forced PENHA ! s return. 



JAMES REX and ERNEST AUDET (both 



CHASE then told 

REX and AUDET are. security Index subjects and were with 

at the time), "Here is PENHA' s record - He stole money from the 

Party - Previously stole from a labor, union ....and_als.o__.from. the. ... 

John Hancock Insurance Company. He has been out with several 

women and broke up a home in which the hushand threatened to 

kill him". 



On May 6, 1958, SA I I questi oned ARMAN DO PENHA 

about the various charges made by CHASE to | ~| and PENHA 
denied them all categorically. 

PENHA gave the following explanation of the manner in which 
he severed his connections with the John Hancock Insurance 
Company: 
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He stated he was employed as a Debit Agent and Salesman for the 
John Hancock Insurance Company, New Bedford* Massachusetts , about 
1946 to 1950, At that time he had a license to sell life and 
group insurance* 

He said he had offered his services to the Bureau about February 
or March, 1950, and thereafter when he became active in the 
Communist Party he was unable to devote any night work to his 
insurance business because of his night activity with the Communist 
Party, with the result that his production fell off and he received 
some* reprimands and criticism from the manager of the insurance 
company . 

Sometime about July or August, 1952, two customers of the * insurance 
company called the office when they had been dunned to pay a 
premium and said they had already paid it to PENHA, When the 
manager questioned him about it, ' PENHA said that if the customers 
had a receipt from him, thefx they must have paid it and through 
errors of bookkeeping on his part he neglected to turn the premiums 
In to the company. PENHA turned into the company a sum hot in 
excess of $30 and the manager asked him to resign which he did. 
PENHA said, he believed Tie was asked to resign not because of any de- 
falcation so much as the fact that his production had fallen down. 
As proof of the fact that he was not discharge^ from the John 
Hancock Insurance Company he pointed out that he collected 
unemployment insurance for several weeks after that until he got 
another job. 

PENHA said he did not mention this to the FBI at the time because 
his conscience was clear in the matter and saw no reason to mention 

S # ...... - * . - - - * Referral/Consult 



In view of the fact that PENHA ! s services are l 
I I these facts will be related to tnat; agency. 
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SAC, Boston 



May 29, 1953 



director, FBI (100-672696) - < 

ABMAHDO PEH9A 

SOURCE OF IKFOEMJKIQH 



i/f 



Beurlet 5-19-5& advising Mr. Homer Chase of 
ftew Hampshire a . a, Conmrahist Party leader, has -alleged that 
Penha stole money from -the Party, previously stole from a 
lahor union* and also from the John Hancoclc Insurance 
Company* " * ■ * ' ' ' • 

You are instructed to review the files of your 
office and determine .if there is any basis for the ahove 
allegations., if the files of your office do not reflect 
the reason why Penha was discharged from" the John Hancock 
Insurance Gompany, a discreet contact should he made with 
appropriate, officials of this insurance company and a 
determination made as to whether or not Peaha while - 
employed "by this company misappropriated company funds. 
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179 Qllliaa Stw.ot7X 



Hew 'Wtifottlff " ISassao; 
% dear !fe% StaggaaS 



Stts 



• ,. * fhan&, sfoit ve^&ach.for yotsr aotter 
dated %a$ %% f 19504 It m$ feintiLe? you to 
invito wk to be the gae$t of tfte $ity o£ ''Efcir JBod£or3 
on *ftjao 8* 1958* on wo ocsa^iosv of tho .fostiEtonica 

■$ ijoulit indeed Isp Jiapp^ to join sroti 
£or t*ii$ o*e»t if it wore at ail possifcio to do so, 
IMortittS&teljf* a ^rlnr oossaitiaoat ptettlMm ay' 
aeoogtaiioo* ' , .-,• . ■ • . • - ■ .. 
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"Kr. Dijggan EODas a student fingerprint classifier 
9/3/35. and resigned ,1/26/37* 
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Joseph C. Duggan 

Attorney and Counsellor at Law 
179 william street 

CORNER OF EIGHTH STREET 

NEW BEDFORD, MASS. 
Telephone WYman 3-7691 • 
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Joseph C. Duggan - Former Student Fingerprint 
Classifier - EOD 9/3/35 - resigned 1/26/37 to 
> -ncept a position in the Division of Accounts, Depart- 
"NtLt of Justice. His services were satisfactory. 



May 12, 1958 







Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Department of Justice 

Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Edgar: 

You will perhaps recall the undersigned as Assist- 
ant Attorney General in 1951 and 1952 and as an o^gina^I^ 
employee of the Bureau* 

I am presently serving as City Solicitor for the 
City of New Bedford and am writing to you at this time on 
behalf ^of the public authorities of New Bedford, Dartmouth, 
AcushneLt and Fairhaven in connection with a^ proposed civi'c* 
community testimonial honoring Mr* Armando^n^of 22 Dover 
Si^eet,J?airhaven who recently tBtt^Fe^S^tSffthz House 
Un.-Ameffcan Activities Committee during lengthy hearings on 
Communism in Boston. 

' " Mayor Francis J* Lawler of New Bedford, under 
whose administration I serve, has appointed Mr. Penha as - 
a Veterans' Benefits investigator for the City of New Bed- 
ford, and in response to many requests, the City and neighbor- 
ing towns have agreed to sponsor, a testimonial dinner recog- 
nizing his patriotic counter-spy activities. 

It is proposed to hold the testimonial banquet at 

Lincoln Park, between New Bedford and Fall River on Sunday, 

June 8, 1958 at 6:30 P. M. and it is anticipated over 
1,000 persons will be present on this occasion. 




A 



From my own experience in the Department, I am 
aware of the many demands upon your time and energies for 
public appearances", but I am taking the liberty of ex- 
tending an invitation to you for this occasion in view of 
the particular nature of Mr. Penha' s services and his in- 
timate connection with the Bureau,. • > >» > / /*'* 

EX-128 A || 
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Honorable J* Edgar Hoover -2- May 12, 1958 



We have assurance that Congressman Walter, Chairman of the 
Committee will be present, together with as many other mem- 
bers who can leave Washington and have already received 
acceptance from Dick Arens, Director of the Committee who 
conducted the hearings in Boston. 

Please be assured that 'the City of New Bedford 
would be pleased and honored to have you as .Its official 
guest on this occasion, and personally, I would deem it 
a distinct pleasure to renew our acquaintance on the occa- 
sion of public testimony to the valuable patriotic services { 
of Mr. Penha in combating the menace of communism. 






With kindest personal regards, 
Sincerely yours, 



i 
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[Joseph C. Duggan 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-372696) ATT; 

SAC, BOSTON | | 

ARMANDO PENHA 

SOURCE OP INFORMATION 



SECURITY INFORMANT 
SECTION 



ARMANDO PENHA advised SA 



on 6A/58 that 



GEORGE WILLIAMS, ECUA Investigator contacted him on 6/3/58 
and told PENHA to keep open the dates of July 8 and 9 next 
as PENHA will be called as a witness before a HCUA hearing 
to be held at Atlanta, Georgia on those dates. 

For the information of Atlanta, ARMANDO PENHA was formerly 
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Special Agent in Charge 
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Assistant Attorney General 
Internal Security Division 



flay a, 1958 



Director, F3I 



Ldmu 



Attention, 

Records Administration Branch 



«■- Metaisraitn lAviaxion) 



Department of the Havy 
Quonset Point, Rhode Island 
SECURITY OF GOVetflBENT EMPLOYEES 



Reference Is made to this Bureaus memorandum dated 
September 1°, 1955, to former Assistant Attorney General, 
Willi&m F* Tompkins, regarding the captioned matter/ The 
confidential informant who furnished the information^ contained 
in the memorandum of September 19, 1955, is A rmando^ enha* 
Mr, Penha recently testified before a public hearing ofHEhe 
House Committee on Un-American Activities* During his testimony 
the fact he had in the past furnished this Bureau information 
of a security nature was disclosed*; 

Background data regarding JMr* Penha was furnished, the 
Department in this Bureau's memorandum to former Assistant 
Attorney General, William F. Tompkins, dated January 13, 1958, 
entitled John Franco Pacheco, Security Matter - C. 

For */our additional information it may be noted that. 
Mr, Pe«i™ ia identical with Boston^MSJn the report nf Special 
Agent! dated April 20. 1955* A copy of tins 

repor i was tttWasttett the Department with the Bur eau*s memorand um 



orAnri l 28, 1955* Bosto n T-3 in this rep o rt is 
land, Boston T-16 is ] I [ 



] ana 



1 in the past furnish ed this Bureau information of a 
security nature* | ~H has recently testified before a 
jpiih lig session of tne House committee on Un-American Activities 
has testified before the Subversive Activities 



u 

It 



and 

Control tsoarcu 

The above is furnished to supplement the data 
previously made available to the Department regarding the 
captioned matter* 
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^MAY'&S 1958* 



(See note on page 2) 
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Assistant Attorney General ? 
Internal Security Division 

Rote* I I was dismissed f rom Ms Navy employment on 
7-219-55. His dismissal received considerable publicity as a 
result of Ms statement he was fired because of his parent r s 
alleged membership in a " suspect organization*" I [and . 
his mother testified before a public hearing on 8-31^55 of the 
Subcommittee of the Committee on Post Off ice and Civil Service 
Commission, U. S„ Senate, 84th Congress, 1st Session (Johnston . 
Committee)* which was inquiring into the operation of the Fe deral 
Employees Security Program. During the testimony^ | ~_| 
mother, in response to the question as to whether she had 
belonged to* any organizations sympathetic to the communist movement 
replied she had belonged to the Progressive Party, the 
International Women's League for Peace and Freedom and the 

>Uor Id Affairs Council. 

The info in the memo to department of 9-19-55, 
reflects the informant attended a Section Committee Meeting ' . 
of the Communist Party (CP) On 8-23-55* at Providence, Rhode Island, 

during which CP members present -referred to| |mother as 

a communist and discussed the possibilities of attempting to 
guide the mother in connection with her scheduled testimony 
before the Johnston Committee* Referenced memo of 9^19-55, 
points out to the Department disclosure of the informant's 
information at that time would probably results in his> # exposure 
which would hamper other security investigations in which the 
informant was furnishing valuable data* Accordingly it is •" '• 
believed we should now advise the Department of the identity of 
the informant* 



the inform ation f rom l I in the 4-28-55, report 

relates to t I -mother's a ffiliationlyit h the Minute Women for 
Peace and the information from I I concerns the connection 

between the JlassachUsetts Council of American-Soviet Friendship and 
the national council of this organization. 
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1-fi*., -MbeH Johnson ' 
Chief ? a&^estigations'. division ' 
I7» S. Civil Service Ooomissioa 
ft«ingt0n ££* £* - 0* 

*Tobrfe Edgar Hoover^ Mseetor 
$$$&}&% B^eati of investigation 



Seis^rtmeni* of Stat© 

SBG^M OF SQVOTMg »S*G»iE 



Heferenee Is" isade to this £nreatt*s letter dated 
October 2f? 190*. transmitting ,the results of the- investi** - 
Ration conducted 'concerning the ahovo-naae^ ind&ridnal nndea? 
TO provisions^ Bx&ctttivo BW^IwQ* 

. 3M$ ds to.&dtfise that Boston gf*S»*tflioss- infor nation ' 
appears, in iite report of Special Mg$n% Joseph P# SleBonongh, 
dated Oatoboj? 1% 1955* $t Boston* Ilassaehusetts* is, Armando 
£oaha» who 421 the palst has finished this Bureau information 
of -a security nature*. *&.* Penfca recently testified at a. 
public he&eing of the House Committee o&.^&aetfiean. Activities 
In the event his tosti&oij^ is- desired in connection tfith this ,, 
matter* this Bureau should ho so, advised in o^der that his 
availability for testimony in, this ease iaay he determined* 

tEhi*" is finished for ^ous? inf o&aatioii mi should 
not he disseminated to t&authorised ,pQ3?sons m agencies* •• .. . 

1 - AM, Internal Security Division, (Under separate cover). \. 
/T-h 100-372696 (AT mndo^Penna )^ . ' " - 

Notes Armando Penha* former 1 ~1 was an;.informant of 

our Boston Office from 19^0 to 1957. £e. -was a paid informant 
and a member of the Communist Party. Jfe testiiied before the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities on Boston in 195o./ . 
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o - S£#£er*mc© in **&4e to tfti* HmftteoL** tptt&r 

ikes l»trfcS"fcig&$i«a «MmAt&to& eoacseyftipftli^^^vc^ttiua^di.'- • 
.i*i&ift$iiitl under &* p^vi«i«iiBi «& IxeoutiyG &?## 1:0480* 

'/■timi &* to. stfteim tk&t Bastes* T*&# w&e$£ 

Sqfan 8* Keary,. dated dftOfySOi'' IdffO* *t Boston* 

1iMte&fttakte£t*f its Asi8gggip&B£h&.i. v#*a to t&$' pft&t-' &a# 

lis* Penha a?acj«$&t% t**t3Uti*d »t :* jptiblto fteiw&ai? $£ 1&$ 
IftHi&e -Ctoagiitte *m tfo*£wtt&attsi; Activities* S»' -fttt 
*w&rti hi* i«$t£js&0&y to- .-«te«*to## to eoas^ttat with ikto ' 
matter, fhto BtnWttn tib0t&<l$0-#9 ft&t?iB<i4 in' ordev tltat 

fci* av»i'$*Mliiy Star 'tafjettoony to tW «to» wngr ,1»0 

$&is in -fm&xMk £&t f<mt totomttofrjuMj 

/r\ , " k t f€t& **& fit's; 

Cl)- 1Q0-372696 (Armando Penha) 8££^--mL£-*L,, ^ y 

1 «* AAG, Internal Security Divtom&^^rideSF separate cover 
KHE:cgm\«Wv ". 149 *IUi 1^.^S5S 
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| was an infQrmant 

of our Boston Off ice froM 1950 to 1957* He was a paid 
informant and a member of the Communist Party, He testified 
before the House Committee on Un-American Activities in 
Boston in 1958, 



■MAIL BOOM (ZZJ l . 



1958- '• 



X 

■■a .- 

M 

o 



Jo 6 

b7E 



/ 



Tolson - 
Nichols - 



Boardmqn . 
Belmont _ 

Mohr.- - 
Parsons .,_ 

Rosen 

Tamm , 



, Trotter _ — 

Nease 

Tele* Room . 
Holloraan — 
Candy 



X*HKLX22«j 
Dates 2m&%%} %$$& 



for 

#romi - 
Sublet* 



m* Mmbe&l Johnson 
Chief, investigations division 
13* S*Gii3X Service Commission 
Washington £% J)* C« 

tfohn Sdgar Hooker* frireotor* 
.gederai Bureau $£" 2&vestigatioii 



department; or j&ea.Ltn* fiaucationy 
and Welfare 



Beferenee is; made to this , Bureau*^ better dated 
.touaijy 2$ 9 $$$&* transmitting the results of investigation 
conducted eonQernjiag tHe abOtfeHBamed inditfidugl m$&$ the 
provisions of Ssceeutive Srder w£Q# 

fiji# is to %m%m that Boston g*»l> tihoae information 

app^»s?0 |& the report of $peeial Agent [ 



dated ^attwwy 18$ &<$&* at Boaton* fesaonusetts* is Armando 
Fenha$ vho' in tfee past has tarnished this Bureau information 
of a seourit^ $M?ure* *J8&?» £enha jrege&w testified &t a 
public, hearing of the Hou&e. .CoBsaifctae oil l?n*Amerleian Aetivitie. 
la the event to testimony i& dewed to ooaaeotioa with this 
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#hi$ is' furnished /for ^our information and should 
m% m dis^eiqiinated to ^authorised $eraona or agencies* 

;L-.AM f internal Security Division (Under- separate Oover) 



(Jjw 100A372696 ( Armand(pPenhi j 

Notes: Armando Pftnha t former I I was an informant of 

our Boston Office, from 1950 to 1957* He was a paid informant 
and a memoer of the Communist Party. He testified before the 
House Committee on En-American Activities in Boston in 1959- 
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f& tho *ve»t b|» to&ttaduy is? teia&d in *&3a»9otto» with thi# - 
tutftor, tfciaf Bara&u gkoulid M so atolqraA is* *»rte ifc&t Ms 
JtMfttiilUty- :te totft&tt&Qp £** tfeia -east afcy fes ulGtoBaiasa,- ' • ' 

not J*$ Mi&ffg&mSM- to m&utlteisseiS p#3?s« w ftgosKftog* -' ' <£/' 

(1) AAG Internal Security Division (encL.) (under, 
/^separate cover) -£)"'' , 

1 }/(!)) 100-372696 (Armando Penha) : = 

RHE:jab>#-^ 
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NOTE: Armando. Penha, former T I was an informant of 
our Boston Office from 1950 to 19-57. He was a paid infonaa4t 



and a member of the Communist Party. He testified before tl 
House Committee on TJn-American Activities in Boston in 195JE 
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Internal Security Division % , 

Director, FBI ■ • Attention: 



Records ' Administration Branch 



General Services AMnistration 
SECURITY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYS 



K 




Tolson -^-1 
Nichqls — 
Boafdman^. 

, Belmont — 
, Mason— — 

parsons'— 
Rosen J — 

*, Tamm — ^ 
■ *Nease -^ 



■C 







c* 



Wntendvd — ^ 
' Tel'e.<Rooin 
Hollo"" 

: cgm u 

(3) 



"Reference is made to- this '"Bureau^ memorandum, dated' - 
August 15 f , 11956 y . furnishing a copy of each of the reports ' 
cotering an investigation conducted concerning the captioned' 
. , individuals These reports were furnished for Mormaiion and. < 
'• consideration as to whether -the 'data developed indicated a . ( . 
Violation of. any-Federal law, • /*. • " . '•• Ucc- 3 )& <-fe 

/.. • V '.'"'. ,' •;, _' .. ..NOT,^ n ORBED 

. Enclosed herewith is .a copy; of: this BiJSSatfM $i@$8' ■ 

,' ' of this 'date to the U. S. Civil Service Commission ste&kr ' 

■*. ^^tms^&^^ containing further in£orjna£iiiiL pmi L mm 
regarding, the 1 captioned matter, This is feing furnished to - 

■, supplement'the data previously forwarded to the, Department- in ' , 
this case v Background information regarding Mr. Penha 

'ijm £urnish6<J the D§p£rtoent in th is, Bureau's memoranda 

dilated January 13, 1958, concerning 
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Tofson — 

Nichols — 
Boardman,, 
Belmont ~ 
Mason — . 

Mohf- 

Parsons - 

Rosen 

, Tamm _ 
Neasfi i— 



Assistant Attorney General 



-tarn 12, 1958 



Mssaal Security Mvisioa . 

Director, EBI Attention: 



Records Administration Branch 



DepaiMU or stats 

SEGDRHJ OF SOVIllffl BffiLOSBBB 




^ 



Reference is made 'to this Bureau's memorandum dated 
%[ frfloteff 2? t Iflfiffr Punishing a copy - of < each of the reports 
covering" an investigation conducted concerning the captioned 
individual. These' reports.were furnished for information 'and 
consideration,^ to whether the data developed indicated a' ,; , / 
violation of any Federal law, ■.//. 'W^, SjHHV' 

■: ' . Enclosed herewith is a-copy of tJis^BSfeW^BPfcter . 
of this date to the tt. S. Civil Service |®n^ltdfe6^fex • 
jjgftj&attl^^ containing further, information . 

regarding the captioned matter. . This is b^g-fuEnished^) 
supplement the, data previously forwarded to .the Department, in ' " 

this case ; Bactootind Moftfetlcfe regarding fry Penha tfts 
furnlsted the Bepartiaent in M$ feeau'a mms6 m dated: 
. January 13. ? . 1958,. concerning' | "| Security 

".tier -4 



\ 



\ 






N 



Wintenwd 

Tele., Room* — _ j. 

Mh^-^JW Enclosure 

ffituhri^'UMt ^" 100-372696 (Armando Penha) " 



■b6 
b7E 






V 



140-5126 

gate: 

To; 

Promt 
subject; 



jane 11* 1933 

MR, Eiabell Johnson 
Chief, investigations Division 
11* S* Civil Service Comission 
Washington 25, $* €* 

John Bdgar Hoover* Mrector - 
Federal Bureau ^investigation 



department oar commerce 



m 

§pZ ,s 
5=) 




Reference is made to this Bureau's letter 
dated September 28 t 1954, transmitting the results of 
the investigation conducted concerning the above-named 
individual under the provisions of Executive Order 16450. 

This is to advise that Boston t-6 whose 
infoasnation appears in the report of Special Agent 
William J. Panttaja, dated September IS, 1954, at Boston, 
Jlassachusetts, is &inaando ?mm, vm in the past has 
furnished this Bureau information of a security nature. 
m ; Penha recently testified at a public hearing of the 
Bouse Committee on Un-American Activities* in the event 
his testimony is desired in connection with this fatter, 
this bureau should he so advised in order that his 
availability for testimony in tMs ease stay foe determined* 
(100-373001-34) 

This is furnished for your information and 
should not he disseminated to unauthorised persons, or 
agencies. ■. . , " > 

(1) AAG Internal Security Division (Under separate cover) (encl) 



(T)T 100-372696 (Armando 'Penha) 



^ 






"V. 



& 



Note* Armando Penha, former! I was an informant of 

niir noston See f rom 1§50 to 1557. He was a paid informant 
Snd Se-? of f ihe Communist Party. .He testified before the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities in Boston in 1958 
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Belmont - 
Mason — 



Parsons . 
Rosen ^ 
Tamm— - 
Nease - 
Wterrowch 
Tele. RoMM 
^pilomaft 
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Assistant Attorney General 

Internal Security Division 

Director, FBI 



June 11, 1958 



Attention: 

Records Administration Branch 



Department of Conaerce 
SECURITY OF (MSWiST IfLOYEES 






Reference is lade to this' Bureau's memorandum dated- 
O^ber-13, 1954, frrnishitig a copy of each of the reports 
covering an investigation conducted concerning the captioned 
individual. These reports were furnished for information and 
consideration as to whether the data, developed indicated .a 
violation of any Federal law,< ■' " ■ - ' 1/S&i7-AilL£ 




\ 



^ . ■ ■ ■ NOT' WOKDED 

Enclosed herewith is a copy of this>Bureaij^ Mto 19 ^. 

of this date to the U. S.' Civil Service Commission tepfes 

S$to^^ further ^formation ; '_^, 

regarding the captioned matter. This is being furnished to - * 
supplement the data previously forwarded to the Department in ' ■ 

this case. Background infopatipn regarding Mr, Psnha wag . 
furnished the ftrtsieat fa tm Ttofeairs fflewanflua da^ed 



-January 13 
Witter - 

Iclosure 



concerning 



, Security 



"T*" 
U 



1^"!™ |tf 100-372696 (Annandifpenlia) 
W \l\l 140-5120' ■■■""''■ 
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; Nichols _ 
Boardman . 
Belmont ^ 

Mason- 

Mohr* — . 

* ' Parsons _ 

* Rosen — 

Tamm — 



Winterrowd - 

TfikRoojn. 



# 



# 



■bo 



Assistant Attorney General 



June 11, $58 



l?M??J ^f CUrit ^ DlVlSl0 ^ Attention: ___ 

Records Administration Branch 



U* S. Civil service Comission 
SECURITY OF GOVMEK EMPLOYEES 



. ■ Keference ( is made to this Bureau's memorandum dated' 

KOVClfc: ? 1?5| ^ rnish3irig a C °P3T <tf each' of the report? 
covering, an Westi|ation conducted concerning -the captioned, 
individual, These reports vere'-furnished for information and 
consideration as to whether the data developed indicated' 'a ., 
violation of any Federal law;. ■-■■.'. ' '" l^Jjtl'Jlll'IkL 

, Enclosed herewith is. a copy of -.this. Bareau1|^Lg|jpjg jcgg- 
of this date' to the uY S. Civil Service- Commission ^gejJagK - '" « 

JSMS^SI co^aihiag further information '^ ^ 

(TgWing^WTjapWneb^tWerv^ .This, is -being furnished to 4 
supplement the data previously forwarded to the : I>epartment in 
this 

turnistecT 
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<$W U ®4 m ©100-3726% (AraandOenhaj 
1*3369 ^E:tjl 
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Tolson 

Nichols _ 

Boardman . 

Belmont 

Mohr L_ 

Parsons _ 

Bosen 

Tamm : : 



Trotter 

Nease 

Tele. Room 
Holloma 

■ Gandy 



140-3369 
Date; 

To S 



June IX, i9S8 

Jjr, &imbeil Johnson 

Chief, Investigations Division 
U. S. Civil Service Coixnission 
Washington 25, l>. C. 

JoJm Edgar Hoover, Director . 
Federal- Bureau of investigation 



Subject; 



U. S. Civil Service Comission 
'S&SROT OF Q0V1$&«X EMPLOYES 



Reference is laade to this Bureau* s letter 
dated Hoveaber 9 t 1954, transmitting tlie results of 
the investigation conducted concerning the above-named 
individual under the provisions of isecutive ©rder 10450; 

this is to advise that Boston t~13 whose ,. 
information appears in the report of Special Agent 
William jt„ fahttaja* dated October 7, 1954, at Boston* 
Massachusetts* is Ariaando Fenha, who In the past has 
furnished this Bureau information of a security nature. 
I-ir* l»eaha recently testified at a public hearing of the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities* In the event 
his testisaony is desired In connection with this laatter* 
this Bureau should he so advised in order that Ms 
availability for testimony in this case amy he determined, 

( 100-37300^1) is famished for your information and 
should not be disseminated to unauthorised persons or 
agencies. - ; . " . - 



\ 



i 



I 



(1) M0 Internal Security Division (under separate cover) (encl) 
((IT) 100-372696 (Armando 'fcenha) /)' 

Note: Armando Penha, former J I was an informant fWi 
our Boston Office from 1950 to 1957 * He was a paid informant 
and member of the Communist Party. He testified before the 
Hotise Committee on Un-American Activities in Boston in 1958/ 

. ' ■ " ^k '■ ■ ■ ' ■ \l^tr£iM2£g J 

(7) >**■-■'- 
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Assistant Attorney General 



Utwtel Security Bivisiort . 

Director, M' - Attention: 



Me 12, W !^ 

i 

*0 



Records Administration Branch 



lennessee Valley 4WSoH«r 
SEGURiK OF SOTOJffiESI IffiLtHBES 



1 



r YEL.LOW, 
[ DUPLICATE 

s JUKI 3-858 
mm . 



Tdlson 

Nichols, — . 
BQardman ~_ 
Belmont — 

c Mason 

Mob ^ 

Persons—- 

^Rosen *! 

Tatnin — — 



Winterrowd _ 
TelcRoonu 
HoUomaq 1 — 



Reference is. made- to this Burek's memorandum dated .-. 
Mmiflpy C 19&* furnishing a cop/ of each of the reports 

covering ah investigation conducted concerning the captioned. 

individual, these' reports were furnished for information- and J*- 

. consideration as to whether the data developed indicated! a ;? qiff& ib*] 
.violation tf a^tal.law.;' :■•; . '.:' /W g- E ii^ 




Enclosed herewith is a copy of .this Bureau's 1 
of this date' to the JJ.-S.-Givii Service Commission M 



17 1953 



?S^Jl|iont|ining further information 



regarding, the captioned Matter. This is being furnished to 



4 



& 




was 



January 13* i^8 f . meaning. I ..~T^ &«WW 

Enclosure' Mte* *' C« fete Jtofl^ JtestlfiW ffl a ' ' 
RHEito " Uovetiawnft rakjs ill the. %? .Bam Smith, M ti?iU4%- 
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Assistant Attorney General 



June 16j 1958 
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Attention: | 

'Records Administration Branch 



Department of the Air Force 
SECURITY OF GOVmW 



jyto 
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- - *<rW*r^*Z7 
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Tolson — 
Nichols _ 
Boardman- 
Belmont — 
Mason — 

'Mohr - 

* Persons — 
Rosen — 

' Tamth : 

tyease _ 
Winterrowd . 

■ Tele. Room 



NOTRD\-r DED 



Reference is. made to this Bureau's memorandum dated 
tofttfy I^,W3- ; Wishing a copy of each of the reports 
covering an investigation conducted concerning the captioned 
.individual. The.se reports were furnished for information and. 
consideration as to whether the data developed indicated a 1 ;.' ♦ ,\ t 
violation' pf any .Federal law.-' ■ - L 

. Enclosed herewith is a copy of this -Bureau' s letter'-' 
of this date to. the U„ S. Civil Service CopissiOn^g^gr * 
^'pifetete containing further .information ' ; 
regarding the captioned matter. , This is being furnished to 
supplement the data previously forwarded .to the. -Department, in 
this case.g^gy^ i n f ym^ipn r^rding Mr, Penha was 
ftrnlsbefi Hk Department In this Bureau's merooran dm dated 

Security 



m 
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,4 
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35 
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$miiary 13, 1958* -concerning, 

T W^* Matter- c, 
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Assistant Attorney General 

Internal Security 2)ivisloa 



Director, FBI 



toe 12* 1958 s * 




Attention: 

Records Administration Branch 



tettesfte Yalley ttttafflgr 
SMMjI OF (JOP&ffl? BIPL0EBB5 
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Tolson — 
Nichols — 
Boatdman , 
Belmont - 

Mason 

Mohr — 
Parsons- 

r 

Rosen —- 
Tamirt— 



Nease — •- 
feterrowd-, 
Tele. "Roam — • 
Holloman — £?■* 



Reference is made to this Bureau's memorandum dated ' 
frtMMJ %Wfo> Garnishing a copy of each of the reports 
cohering an' investigation conducted concerning- the captioned 
individual; These reports were furnished for'Mormationand 
consideration as to whether the data developed- indicated a?'/^ 
.vioiation.ofanyFederallaw. • , \ ' \™^j£j^ 

- Enclosed herewith is. a copy of this ,Bureau4M!r ^ 

: of this date to, the U. S. Civil Service Gommission^lWs . ^ 

^mW^^S^^^ containing -further informatW *** 

regarding the captioned- matter . This is being furnished to • • 

supplement the data previously forwarded to the Department in 

this case. Bacteound iafora&Uoa regarding ft* Periha was 
furnished theleparteent in this Blteatf a H^oraMm gated 

Enclosure **W * C* tetoj^er testifM af J ■ 

enclosure ^^^q^ fa m jfer Bayea SHiifc Mi ttial* 
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■ 7?Mtif MiW 1 ™* 1 
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Assistant Attorney General 



mmtimimmffiim 



lime 12* 1958 



Jataal fl^rtrHgr Division 

Director, FBI . :... .Attention:-' 



Records Administration Branch 



Pepartent of msm* momim^ 

and Heifars 
SECHRB2 OF QOTOifflK EMELfilEES 
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Tolson — 

Nichols ~ 

Boardman . 

> Belmont - 

Mason 

Mohr — 
Patsons- 

' Rosen 

" Tamm __ 
Nease \ — 



Reference is made t,b Ms Bureau's memorandum ^dated 
Spmtm^l^ furnishing a copy of each of the reports, 
^covering an investigation conducted concerning the captioned 
, g^ f individual These reports were furnished for information and 
~^; consideration's to whether the data developed indicated^ ' 

- r^:< * violation of any Federal law. ' ' ■- * t { 

; • - ' ^ ■ Enclosed herewith is a copy 'of this Bureau's letter 

of tfiis date to thia-tf. S. '-Civil Service Comiission^^to^ 
" ; 3atftae$Qn containing further information 

\] regarding the captioned matter. .'This is being furnished to 

- - l ■ supplement the data previously forwarded, .to the Department in 



Winterrowd 

Tele. Room — 
-Holloman.. 



_ # . . to 

Janizary 13> 1958) concerning L 

Enclosure Jfetfter ~ Ct 



, ZZ- ■ Enclosure fett* - C T^^S^ 

1 #tm 1 # 1226 T^- w-37 26 9 6 ^^°^ e ^ i i7 S 



Ogi^ 



l 
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It 
•J 



t 



a: 



~'b7E 



t-", 



Bate : 

ft?* 



from* 
Subjects 



tfune l£, 



Kr* Kimbell Johnson 
Chief, investigations. Division 
M* S. Civil Service Oommission 
Washington 25,, 3>. G* 

£ohn Bdgar Hoover* pirector 
federal Bureau o:f investigation 



I ~l : ' 

Post Office Department 



Tolson . 



Nichols . 
Boardman 
Belmont^ 

Mohr 

Parsons 



Reference is made to this Bureau's letter 
dated January 31* 1955* transmitting the results of 
an appropriate inquiry conducted regarding the above* 
named individual Tinder the. provisions of Executive 
Order* 10450,. 

!j?his is to advise the Boston g^o^ whose .* 
information appears in the report of Special Agent 
ijreseph p, -tfcjDohough, dated. January 21> 1955* at 
Boston^ Massachusetts* is, Armando Penha? who in: 
the past has furnished, this Bureau information of .- 
a security nature < $r \ panha recently? testified 
at a public hearing of the House Committee on . 
flh-Ameriean Activities* (ipo-373001-3 1 ^) - 

*j?his is furnished for your information and 
Should not %e disseminated to unauthorised persons 
or agencies. ," : , - *•. '--■'- - >.-'.. 

Q/-* 100-372696- ( Armando. Penha ) _ ' 4 • 



SO 






HOTS J Armando penha former [ 



]was an 



informant of our Boston Office from 1950 „to 1957. 

He was a paid informant and a member of the Communist 

Party* He testified before the House -Opmmit tee on 
Un-American Activities/ in Boston in 1950V 



RHEtpam 
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simucA?r 

""i '& $$q 






ysaiLMm 



jiMimm 
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SO 
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Tolson — 
Nichols _ 
Boardman . 
Belmont — 
Mohr -, 
Parsons ^_ 

Rosen — 

Tamtn 



Trotter . 
Nease _ 



Tele. Room , 
Hollorapn — 
Gandy *_ ^ 



i2i-444£6 

Bate* June 1£, 1956 



fVQft'i 

Subject ? 



Mi?, JSlmbell Johnson 
Chief* investigations Division 
"&« S« Civil Service Commission 
Washington -25,*. £< c* 

John Edgar Jioover* JSireQtpr 
federal Bursal ©f Investigation 



gc 



Central intelligence Agency 



Reference is made tp this .Bureaus letter, 
dated .July 24> 1$5% transmitting the' results of the 
investigation conducted concerning the afcove-'named 
individual .under the provisions of Executive order 



fhis is to advise that Boston $-7 whose 
information, appears in report' of .Special ftgsnt 
William J«. jNmttaJa, dated June £6* 19g3> &t ' 
Boston, $assa0husetts ? is ftrmando ^enha* who in the 
past has furnished this Bureau information; of a. 
security nature* Hr* Penha recently testified at a 
public hearing at the House Committee on #n-M&erican 
Activities;. (100-373001-34) 

*ta& 1$. furnished .for your" information and 
should not he disseminated to unauthorised persons 
or agencies,. . 

a 



:<9- 



100 - 372696 ( Armando-Tehha ) 



was an 



r 



i 






NOTEr' Armando Penha, former 

informant of our Boston Office from 1950 to 1957 .He 
was a paid informant and a member of, fche Communist Party. 
He testified before the House Committee oh Un-American 
Activities in Boston in 1958 , y^ _j y XWQ 

1 - AAG Internal Security Division (under, separate cover) 



RHE:pam-i£4S^ 
(7) VO- 

7 7 JOH 1-819 



KO*T RECORDED 

100-HQ-372696 Sect. 2 FDPS Pg. 279 'M% 
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Tolson _^ 
Mlchols :_! 
Bobrdmcm , 
Belmont -r- 
Mohr — _ 
Parsons 1_ 
Rosen ^ — . 
famm 
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"b7E 



SUt^OQlJfc 



III** SlaiboXl 3ohus?os 
Chief f Mestigsttions £iv£s£o& 
tT* $* Civil gevvlee Cossni^gitoft 
Washin&toa Z% &• S* • 

;fofcS Eflgaa? B0ovo£ f £i3teOtoa? 
Sfe&gal .Bwww& of :fov03fcSgsfcJ.o&. 






Uefarenco Is Mado to $&£s Ba?$&t*& £oito£ <&$©a 

gatioa ciojiauetea ooseespsittg the $bo#o"~namo& 4&dl?l&$& sate 
the. provisions, of Bxegt&ftfe Qsfdor $&§?* 



aimsm 



fhis As to adviso thatrSosfcon f*4# whosjs^JMoEEiation 
, on p.ago 7 of the #opo??$ of Spsois! age&t l I 

dafceia Sda4Hfea2;3l* 19?£* at* Boston*. iJassacMsefSSlt 

Id M*$&2240 ftstihsu %&o i& me $m% M& £tws£shea tints $w&m . 
3sfossaatioS of &\s^sia»J.ty Datura* *&?* 'Fsaihs ^soentXy 
testified at a pab&io? ho.a#3ng of i&o Soixae aos$*£1$e:s OS . 
GhMaetfisan AotivWos* 2S* t&© oVS&t Ills t&sti&QS$r 3$ dositfed 
is soaseefeios w£i?fc. tfcis jaattter* this teoas should l>o so 
advisod -2s oyder %iMs availability foa? test&aoDF is. this 
mm JamT -fie &$fcgGtt£ne&* • ClOO-373001-3 1 )-) 

■V • v ' --,,,'. •. ■ z^ 

$&&* 4.3 &wni$im§ £03* srow $s£o£&at&os «&& should (_> 
sot te '€lm&#ft^$.lK* tamt&0£te$ setiso&g Or. agesolosV " ..... 

1 - AM, Internal Security 'Division -(Under separate cover) 
£?*• 100-372696, iArm^^sD&a), ; / 



<S 



J3bte:; Armando Penha* former j~ 

of our Boston Office, from 1950 to, 1957. 
and, a member of the , Communist Party,. He 



* 



v" 



X 



n. 



, ■ \ 



_ was an informant 

He was a paid informant 

testified- before the 



Trotter _ — : — '-J— 

' Nease 1 : — . — ~ 

Tele. Room . . 

•Hollomah 

• Gandy . ffi,f¥ , 



House. Committee on Un-American : Activities in Boston in 1958. 
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140*3370 







"T 




£at©: 
to? 



&$£«<&: 



£uao l£* 3.058 

m* KiafcoXl Johnson 

&i»f * X&ifOstigatioaa Mvigioa 

£0fca EdgW »9W#** MfcOOiOF 

jfttiml Biuret of iSavestsgfctiosi: 



jfetlostftl L«SoFK©XatiOttS Bofefcd 

SECTOR Or Qeftgff&iSffl? JOTOT3E3 



B**#a?*ttC« 18 ma<te to tfci» &i*©iH**8 ivfetatf dtte* . 
^jao tt* i£§4* ***«JJad$*Uig tto agnate .of «&' ^y&st&gatioi* ■ 

ismvisdo&i* o£ li^cuttaa Ojfttea? 1Q4S0* "■--.. 

1fti« **' tO ttfttrlg*' tfcat Boston T-»5* HfrOSg JMOifiPfttlOfr 

*ixi "i«» the swtt %m tforniatoa tfe$& 8tt#egii. gasottoKteta* of "a 

80<Stt*<itSr ls&tu*e» Mr, Stog&ft m&mi& tmtU$&& a$ ft -$$>&€ 
'totting oitho Hoi*&9 £ami,tto$-ft» tfa*i»&o&& ftrtiidtifta* . ■ ■. 
la tto: Otmat Mm tostiisoay 4» sless&fed r» cotmectioa "With tt$f .. 
setter, tfci* teaas* ribotfUt to so a<5vS.s$ed Mrwsiw ttot feim T^ 
aVfcils&iUtr te t^stissioay i» i!ii% 0&s# »&£ to «;#a&is&d,. *-*^ 

■ tm» ia xotftltitoa for #ot*t* iMorafctioa a&o. atou34 
not to Jftftaw&fttofr to wuttttoAtae* pft»SMW/o* »8B»8*«8« - 
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Tolson 

Nichols .£_ 
Boardman . 

Belmont 

Mohr 

Parson§ _*. 
Rosen — _ 
Tamm : 



.Trotter _ 

please — : 

Tele. Room . 

HoUomari 

Gam 



(1) AAG Internal Security Division (encl.) 
^\ (binder separate cover) 
* A 1W 100-372696 Urm^ 
RHB; jab^I^^ ' ^ — ---—-— ■ ~ -— — - / 

NOTE: Armando Penha> x % <$nft§r 



NOT REC0BDED~ 

l^tj^ro^maatf of 



our Boston Office fro^ $950^ fo 1957, He was a paid informant 
and a member of ^W Communist 3?arty\ file ^es$ ified before the 



House Committee on ]EJnr*American Activities in Boston in 1958. 
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Assistant Attorney General 
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Internal Sscitfity Division - 

Director, JBI " - . . " Attention: 



Jme 12, 1958 



Records Administration Branch 



Department of the Any 
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i V ; Holloriian — — 
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• ■'- • Reference is made to this "Bureau r s memorandum, dated r " 
Jhrtitftty Jkj Iffffly furnishing' a.': copy of each of the reports 
covering ah investigation conducted, concerning the' captioned , ; 
individual. These reports were furnished forlnformation and- 
consideration as to whether the data developed- indicated a ' /, 
' violation of any Federal law. ' ~ t 

Enclosed herewith is a 1 copy, of this, Bureau's letter \ h ■■ 
■ of this date to 'the U. S. Civil $rvice 'Commission^eg^^ . '"Y.-jf* 
XtiNXSBV^^ containing . further information ■ \i 

regarding the. captioned matter.' This is being furnished to Y 
supplement. the data' previously forwarded to the Department in ■ 

this case. jBaoi^o^ Mormtioaregarding' Mr« Peaha ws. 
,tonisM the Depaytasat in I jha'Bageatfs jmimj Jm dated: 
Jtomxj 13| 1958,- coneertfiag 
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Chief,, S&yestigatiOttS Sitfisionv 

ir* a. qiyll Bomim commission 
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Nease 

Tele. ! 

Holloman 

Gandy 



Sefesenae is mti& to this Ba3?eau*s. Xettefr daisd 
3t £5$** transmitting tjfca £e&&ta.Q£ taw- J&vestigation 
eoMnotld 'OagcesroJatf the afcove^aeaeil indi^ictoaA. sanded to 

provisions of Bxeetstltre Orde?? w* • " *-,.■: 

' 2$i£g is to- advise tlmtf^U whose iaformtioa 
apoears i&"the report of .epeOiaX teat IMais if* dondon, 
dated Jfetawftr 35* 33Sfot »« Boston* i&ssaohasettsi J$ -**«*> 
Peafca*- #io. M the past has flashed this Wean jafomtiwa. 
of .a leourity ro&Qftv $?* Penha £eeent3^f testified at ft 
3&&|g hearing of. tiw Hotisa 8oBgaittee oil lfcHtoeff£««l Mtiirities* 

(lO0-37300|-3 .^^ ^6j^QM_^Mmtio» appears in tM ' , , 
report of Special *^*1 I dated ffefrenary 3|jw* 

at %m Bsaveh* Gonaeotioat* to I __k w i& the 



past ittm .fttsBldSia tttto Bowwtt infestation of a security 
toure* I te as, advised t»he to w ^£Uing tg „ 

testify ml ore- adaninlpratiire hearing: boarda but sweated 
tnat he te «&»ft to tes&OT only to tlb^^jto&i is 
f&& £mtUt& with the iaditfi#&£ ia^oi^ed and where Jiis 
testiiaoay ttfoald fee pe3?t|nea*L ahi. deemed, necessary* go 
delated thai tais 3te#»t is fcased on the pressure of has 
and parsoaai demands and shoald , mot M 3»traedJ*s « 
aodlf ieatloa of fei^ geaeral yi34iagaess to testis* 




1 - AAfc Internal Security- Division (tinder separate cover) t 



<& - 100-372696 (Armando u Fenha) ^ ; p/-;^ 

1 - 100-37^62 C______D ; I^Hl'l^rJ^i 
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j$T* KSnbeltl $$$cmm 



JtoJSm &#w& W*& testimony ot &?man<i© ?§aha or 



1 ig sestet la aoaneat^B, with cagtisned, 

this Bursal* should fee £0 advisM 4# ar&sr that their ^ 
^vaiiabilitr foa* testimony in this case £®sr fce 3$termS&e&* 

$his- is furnished, f m $om in£ ormation mA $hot&d 
j&t.he disseminated tor ima&tteised -gsmom o# agencies* 

Notes Armando Penha, former l_— - ^ \ was an i^^. 
of our Boston Office from 1950 to 1957*. Ee was a Paid Informant 
Sd Tmembe? of the Communist Farty. He testified before the 
House Committee on- Un-American Activities in Boston in 195o« - 



is a former member of the Communist 
Partv and a former confidential informant of the Ifew Haven 
Office. He testified as a Government witness in the New HaVen 
Smith Act trial in which the indictment was subsequently . 
dismissed*, '■"."' 
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140^8333 

Bates **une 13 > %9$$ 



To; 

Front 
Subject: 



W, Kimball Johnson . , • 
Chief, Investigations Sivisiott 
U* S. Civil Service Cossmlssion 
Washington 2$»,D, CU 

John Edgar Hoover* Bire£fcor. 
. Federal Bureau of Investigation 



F57< 



Department of tne Air ror/ce ; 

SECURITY OF QOVEMBJST E?#L0YEES 



Reference is made to this Bureau's letter dated 
May u t 1955? transaittiag the results of the investigation 
conducted concerning the above-named individual under the 
provisions of Executive Order 10450* 



This is to advise that Boston T-2» whose infer* 
,^*n" spears in the report of Special Agent I _ | 
I dated May 9, 19S5, at boston* Massacnusexts* is 

information of a security nature, .Mr. Penha recently 
testified at a public hearing of the House Committee on 
Un-American activities. In the event this testimony is 
deseed to «wSStion wttti this matter ,vhis Bureau should 
be so aoJised in order that his availability for testimony 
in this case may be determined. g~ 

* f TOO— -573001 -~34^ 17 -' 

This is furnished for your information and should 
not be disseminated to unauthorised persons or agencies, 

■ " ''■ '■ fr "* '- ' ■- ■ "" -' : ' : '" 
g)) 100.372696 (Araando^enha) ^g^ft YELLOW " ".,- 



Note; Armando Penha, former CZZIZ 
of our Boston Office f ma 1950 to 1957. 
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] was an informant 

Uiyiu „ W ov-« v***— *-~ ~ - — He was a paid / 

informant and a member of the Communist Party. He testified 
before the House Committee on Un-American Activities £n. 
Boston in 1958. 
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As sist&nfc - Attorney General 



'/m^mmmi^m 



internal Security Division 

Director, m. 
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be 



June 12, 1958 



Attention: 

Becords Administration Branch 



National Labor Relations Board 
SECURITY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 



55£W:9' 




CO 

go 

QD - 



■taw 



To'lson _. 
Nichols _ 
■Boardman . 
Belmont - 
Mason — 

Mok i 

Parsons _ 
Ros,en.-— 
Tamm-i. 



Nease 

■ WinterrCtwd . 
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Reference is made to this -Bureau 1 s memorandum dated 
teft-U,- 19.54, l flrfnlshing a copy of each of the reports.. '- 
covering, an investigation .conducted concerning the captioned 
individual. These reports were furnished for information and 
consideration. as to whether the data developed indicated ah.*'.' 

- violation of any Federal law, ' ' . \^ U ^BM^ ] 

-■. , 'NOT RECORD 





Enclosed herewith is a.copy of thilWa^Wer 
of this date Jo the U.S. Civil Service Commission; 

Lp^uri containing fur^aefisurifeB?! 
'rFgTfo^g^e^pnbneralfter. This is being furnished to 
supplement the data previously forwarded to the Departments 
this case. Background information. regarding Mr. Jenha was, 
furnished the Department in this Bureau's memoran dum dated 
January 13/ 1958 > concerning, 
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Assistant Attorney General 

Internal g^burity Division 

Director, FBI . Attention: 



Juries. 12, JL9S8 



Records- Administration Branch . 



Department of the Navy 
SECURITY Of GOWWmT W 
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Parsons _ 
. Rosen — 
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' ffint^rro^d 

I A Tele, loom' — 
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Reference is made to this .Bureaus -memorandum dated' • 
Ma y 4 f 1056,. furnishing a copy of each ef the rejorta . 
covering an investigation conducted concerning, the captioned 
individual. These reports vere furnished for inf.orija.0on and . 
consideration as to whether the data developed indicated a .; 

.. violate of * «M ** ... : . . , ■■■■0$$i£:J: $ 

■ Enclosed herewith, is- a 'copy of thiS^f^g^P; . " .v 
,of this date .to the U- S. Civil/ Service Com^ifiyr^™ - s 

regarding the captioned matter, This is being furnished to 

supplement the data previously forwarded to thOep^entri* , S 

this case. Background information regarding Mfr, Penha was * 
, furnished the Department in this Bureau's meraoran dum dated '$ 
touary 13, 10&* concerning f I Security '% 



J 9' 



»» /t$ 100*372696. (Armando Penha) EHErjab'f 
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Assistant Attorney General 



te$i Wri * y * VlSl<W Attention: 



June 13* 1958 



/ 



f. 



Records Administration Branch 




uepamaent or tn& Mr Jt'orce 
SECURITY OF GOVSKNMENJ EJIPMYEES 
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I NO? RECORD^ 

U61JUU 1V1958 
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,' Reference is made to 'this Bureau's memorandum dated 

■ *. T -ll-Jlil "j! IgjMafor L. 1055, fafti.8Mng a -°<W of each of the reports 
vtc" Ar m'mi-t! C( fv enn & an 'investigation conducted concerning the captioned 
^-^Lndividual.. These reports were furnished for information and' 

consideration as. together the data developed indicated a . '. 

violation of any- Federal lav. ft< , ' . : ' >■ 
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Mason — 

Mohr 

Parsoris - 
Rosen _ 

Tamm 

Nease 



Winterrowd 7 
Tele, Room : 
Holloman . 



Enclosed herewith is a copy' of. this Bureauls letter 
of thisSa'te'ljtoHlje U. S. .Civil Service Commission SSpXfigK ■ 
mfcmstpgip^^ containing further' information 

regarding the captioned matter, This is being furnished to 
supplement, the data .previously forwarded to the Department in 

this case, B a $g rp uftd information r&garding Mr". P^tiha was 
furnished th^s D^payjtoeiit ii this Bureau's memoran dum dated 



January 13 f 195S, concerning 

Enclosure- j&tter - C. 



J Security 



(MjfeO iP^** 0836 ./ill 100^372696 (AiiandoTenha) BHEijaD Y* 



(3) I 



^ 



fin 

in 



I 

\ 

Hi 



H 

6. 

H 
O 





Z/' 



}J^l£23,mi 



6-75 (inlO-56) 



7 



I 



b6 



^ 



'/ 



,/ . 



Assistant Attorney General 
Menial S$cu3?ity DMslm ; 

Director, -FBI . . ■ • Attention:. 



Me 13i 



'Records-Administration Branch ' 




Veterans Atoinisteition 
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Reference is made- to 'this Bureau's memorandum 'dated 
tEtSr" ''' ^ ^ ? ?i ffify furnishing a copy of each of the reports 



,' pu?ucAtE covering" an investigation conducted concerning the captioned. 
JUillv 193} individuial. Jhese reports were furnished for information and 

•" iviAiLEti' consideration as to whether' the data * developed indicated a 
pw^ i ^tv^^w^U violation of t any Federal* law.. <' ■■ ; ,j ' . , "*• .- 
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Nichols _ 
Boardinan . 
Belmont _ 
Mason — 

Mohr 

Papons _ 
Rosen — 
Tamm., — 



Nease : 



Tele. Room 
Hollomao ~ 



Gandy^AjS. 




' "•' ■ Enclosed herewith is a copy of this Bureau's letter 
•of this date to the' U.' S. Civil ^Service Qommission ^ggej^g^ , . 
m^SOTI^i!2ttCT0El(^W containing' further informarion; ' . 
regarding' the' captioned matter. This is being furnished to ■" " 
supplement the data .previously forwarded to the Department, in 

this case. Baotapifi M oration a»ega3*41ng #< fate tias ' 
finished the Bspartment in this 'Mm^msmp lm dated 
January %1958j concerning l~ k famm 

Enclosure Mt& - 0* : ■• ' . [) \ ' ',: ' 

12W6820 %y 100-372696 ikmmwub-- 
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from* 
Subjects 



J&* Kisbell ifolmsoii 
Chief* mvastigatioas Bivision 
Its 8* CixXX Service 8ommissioii 
tfasfcingtpa Z% £» C* 

John Ed§a# Hoover* Mreet&r 

X^&erakJBvireatt of JDaVaS-fcigafcion 






ftef ereaee is- made to this Bnrea#s Hotter dated: 
Ilarch g$ f 195§V transmitting the results o£ the investigation 
conducted oonqeming t&$ al*>ve~name4 2ndivi$ttal 'under th& 
.provisions" of taoutivo Order 



Sfhis is to advise that Boston $-1* i&pse mZ&tmtten 
appears itt the. report of Special Moat-iTosopi&.P* XicBonoush* 
dated Jematy'17* *$$% at Boston* ifessaehasetts,, la Armando 
Pettis**- tifaa in the past &as far&ished this B^reai* information 
of. & se«ltjr natee* *&** £enha reeentljr testified at a 
pubiie Iteatftng of the Honsa aom&Xttee o& ff&^erleaa Aeto^tioSs 
2& the event Ms test&aony is 4esirea in connection «$& this 
matter* this Bureau shotsld he so advised in ora©3? that ms? 
availability £or testimony 4$ this case may lie detor&tal* 

(100-37300^£j|)^ s ^^^^4 ^ojj yoxl3? information and sho 
not be disseminated to imauthorisiad- persons or agonales* 

- AAG 3 Internal Security Division (tinker separate cover 



p* iOO-372696 (Armanad-Penha) 
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Note J Armando Penha, former 

of oar Boston Office from 1950 to W/ 



was an informant 
e'waa.a paid informs 



and a member of the Communist Party. He testified before the, 
House Committee on. Un-American Activities in Boston in 19?o 

■•'■..'■'■, ., 1 too.- Sl£M£ - 
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140-12413 
Hate: . - 
To: 

From: 
Subject? 



Jane 13,. 1953 ' .-_..-_ - • 

J5r* EMsgIX Jolmson 
Chief, Investigations Division 
0. Sp Civil Service Commission 
T/ashington 25, D. C, 

John E<2gar Hoover, Director 
Moral P^rean of Investigation 



Yetera&s Administration 



Reference is ma&e to this jBureau* s letter dated 
May 23, 1956, transmitting tho results of an appropriate 
inquiry conducted concerning the ahove~name& individual 
under the provisions of Executive ©rder 10450* 

Tliis is to advise tftiit .Bogton ,T-3, xyhose iiiroraatio 




who as tae past has furnished this Bureau information of a 
security nature. J3r. Penha recently testified at a public 
hearing of the House Cemaitte© on UnrAiiierican Activities. 
(100-373001-34) 

■This is furaished for your information an$ should 
not he disseminated to unauthorized persons or agencies. 



T^-mmc 



Trotter 

Nease . 



<1) Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence 
Cepartraent of Assay . 

<1) Immigration and Naturalisation '^dSS^fii 1958 
pl| KJ0-372696 (Ar mandoPenha) . ?*.... '•' :.. , 

Armando iPerite former I I was an informant of our Boston Office 
from- 1950 t% 1957. He was a paid informant and a member of the 
Communist Party. He testified before the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities in Boston in 1958. 

Bulet of May 23, 1956, tra nsmitted the results of the preliminary 
inquiry to Army in view of krmy reserve status and to 
Immigration and Natural iza iiuu .ser vice in view of the naturalizatit 



of the employee and close relatives. 

53£ffita\f •■ o hjR • ';. - . rhe- til 



(8> 



fee - SSEg5S~ 



n 



Tolso'a — 

Nichols j 

Booxdman _^. 

Bellnont 

Moht ' . 

. Parsons 

Rosen. _: 

Tamm. 1-1 

Trotter 

Nease- — — 
Tele. Boom . 
Holloman — 
Gandy - 



b6 
b7E 



UCM$$3$ 



Date; 



txmi 



$nm J.V WS8- 



tr, 0, Civil ssarvie* CgBfiaissio& 



subject; [ 



Sopartment $£ the Mr Force 



EsffcStenSt it* nofe %<* tfe4& BowtiNftt 1 *- toftfcer 4»ftad 

conducted cftamisJtaff the above-n^ed |sdS$i4!^'3iad©# *bs 
gNBotte&sixs ot gfc*8i*iir# 0j«s&# 10450. 



"Xi 



„_^ ^ „,, — .^^ ^.„ . -_. -whoae iafoy gatioti 

&p$G%m is 1?ia& *##&*£ «£ ~3p*dUft Agent I I <ftte4 

October 28* '288S>»-,$$ £6*te& 8MHMWW«*i**j is Amantio: Peaha. . 
vim in. tb# gist &•* tmx^ishi&a this. Bureau iftftgijia.tJfta, #£ a, /v 



$&i» $* $$ nod** that Skwitoiijs^i 

. . . - ...« . >^ 

&$*siag #& tfa# Bonsai Caaaiits* on ttapitotoc&s«& Ac&iir£$i«&.- 
la tit* «y«ttt &S* gfifettaoiqr ** dksitfed is*, connection ^iffe th£& 
ttfttfefttf* taig Bureau should fcfe &# flrtfclWMl in ottdftv ifcat tii» 
atl^ilitoiiity £03? tsst&seny in t&ia «mni *»ay &« tbteassiasg.. - 
(100-373001-34) _, . „ . J ^. . ', . 

not lid disseminated tot unauthorized persons idf-ftRtftateau- 



>; 
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(1) AAG Internal Security Division (end.) 
^-<s (under* separate cov&r) ' t 

« *{(lw 100-372696 (Armando^enfaa) 

.(7) 1 ' , U ^LMtv Sk,LlJ-^ 



NOTEi Armando Jpenna, former I 

our Boston Office from 1950 to 1957* 



-was 48in informant, of 
He was a paid informant 
and a member of tbe Communist i^arty. He testified before the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities in Boston in/ 1958. 



es xn Boston xn/. 
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NOT T?t23&ROT) 
169 JUN "^7 195V 
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V* Nichols ^ 

v Boqrdmcm . 
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I'MoHr / 
,\ arsons — 

I Rosen - 

l.Tamm _ — -. 



121-9825 
Date : June 13, 1958 



be 

b7E 



toi 



From? 



Mr. Kimball Johnson 
Chief, Investigations Division 
0. $« Civil Service Commission 
Washington 25, 0, C. / 

John Edgar Hoover* Director ' 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 






Subject t 



Veterans Administration 

seojrot or AMmgair nmtwm 



Reference is made to this Bureaus letter dated 
June 13> 1955, transmitting the results of the investigation, 
conducted concerning the above-named individual under the 
provisions of Executive Order 10450* 

this is to advise that Boston T*-l$j whose info r- 
mation appears in the report of Special Agent I I 
I I dated June 2, 1955, at Boston* Massachusetts, 
is Armando Fenha, who in the past has furnished this Bureau 
information of a security nature, $$r.« Ecnha recently 
testified at a public hearing of the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities, in the event this testimony xs ; - 
desired in connection with this matter, ^ris Bureau should 
he so advised in order that his availability for testimony 
in this case may be determined. 

(100-37300^4) is ^yj^s^ for yo?ir information and should 
not be disseminated to unauthorized persons or agencies 

f(l)j 100-372696 (Armando Fejiha.) /ufrf 

• • • ■ — Zl^LMtAii£ 

Note: Armando Penha, former I I was 

our Boston Office from 1950 to 1957. He was a 

and a member of the Communist Party. He testified before the 

House Committee on Un-American Activities in Boston in 1958. 
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be 
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Sato* 
fos 

'■Frdai 
Subject: 



<*une 13, 1953 

!&>• Slsboll Johnson 
Chief » Xnvesttigations Division 
0* 3, Civil Service Cocutiission 
Washington 25., B. C, .. 

Joha £dgar Hoover* Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. 



Department of the Air ForeO 
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Nichols 

Boardman 

Belmont 

Mohr* : 

Parsons 

Bosen 

Taram 

Trotter - 

Nedse" 

Tele. Room\ 
Hollomdn _ 
(Sandy : 



*-••'■:■ fioftSintifi is JSfcdt to t«ifc Bureau's letter dated * 
M&xtcik #&,' 19S5* tff&nsB&tfciog the. -results <©£ an appropriate 
inttttvy conducted eoaceraiag the atjove*aajae.d individual 
under the provisions of Executive Order 10450, 

This is to advise that Boston T-4, vih&s& 
Information afaaae&ra i» the report Of Special Ageat 



__ dated January 27* 1955* ©i 

Massachusetts, ie Anaaad© Penha* t&o in the 



- B§&$OR» 

paat'has furnished tain Bureau information of a security 
nature, Mr;. Penna recently tsatif led a* a public bearing 
of the House OoKbtitiee on tfa^Aworican Activities, 3& tbo 
event hi* te*ti*oay is desired ifc connection *ith this 
matter, this Bureau, should fee so advised ia order that 
his availability for tosti&osy ia this ease any be *H 

determined. 

., This £* 3ta&i8he : & for you* iaf oration aa«l should 

not &edi^eisdLaated-to'imaMthoriae'd- -persona oa? agencies 




"flW© 100-372896 (ArmaadoQenhajElt 
RHE:Jab#^W^ , — -— — -- 

NOTE: Armando Penha, former 



ESSE KBHBT' 



. „ was an informant df 

our Boston Office from 1950. to 1957. He was a paid informant 
and a member of the Communist Party * He testified before the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities in Boston in 1958. \ 

x /3? .'- ^^Li^-^ '" NOT r^O^DED 

-'?'JUN20W " '■ • : 169jur:i7,958 ~ ! ..'-■' '■ 
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Date: 
To: 



Fro&j 



Subject: 



<3Fune 16, 3,058 

Assistant Chie£ Of Staff, Intelligence 
Department Of the Anajr 
The Pentagon 
Washington 215* B* & 

Attention* Chiet, 3eeurit? BiviSiOfS. 

JohnJEdgaT Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau 6$ investigation 



i^pasftaeni; ox tno Air-^'orce 



Tolson 

Nichols 

Boardman . 

Belmont 

Mohr 

Parsons *_ 

Rosen 

Tamm _= 



Trotter 

Nease— 

Tele. Room 

Holloman _ 
Gandy 



K&terea oe is made to the report of Special Agent 
] dated October 26, 105$, pi Boston, 



H&ss&cnusetts, a ww of urhich iwu* forwarded to you on 
October 2!&* 3,997* 

This ■$& .to :advise that Boston f-6, whose information 
appears in the a»oveH»eationed report* is Attaande #eah&, who 
in the past has furnished this Bureau information of a security 
nature. Ur, Penha recently testified at a public hearing of 
the House Committee on tfn^Araericaa Activities ,. 

This i*r :&*nishe& for your information and should 
not he disseminated to unauthorized persons or agencies, 




o 

100-372696. (Armando Penha) 



* 



RHE:jab 

(5) \ 
NOTE: Armando Penha, former 
our Boston Of fiee from 1950 to 19 57. 



He 
and a member of the Communist Party. He 
House Committee on Un-American Activities in Boston^ip. 1958. 



was an informant of 
was a paid informant 
testified before the 
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JL$tHK3.6S&. 



BfctO? #in$ 16, 3&S8 



fQt 



Vxanx 



Subject) 



!Sr» Siwboii Ja&nsoa 
Chief, Imreatlsationss BivisiOa 
V* 8. £ivil $oa?yiee c&asaisaioa 
' tahiisstoa %&} &, 0* 

Johii Edgaf S&oyor, s&tfectoy 
FOtep& ftutegit of iav©3tig&tio& 



jj^artaoat -o* tfto A& $$re& "m ■ . 







l&fojroaeo Ss aaa^o't© this -Jftuneanta letifeff oatod 

• ^aa«&3?^ 14> 3,953* tf^ukenittiBS' *t» vefttiftte of. th# ia^tigatida^^ 
conducted #one0£aiu& tfco %ftm&*nm$& ind$p£$ttil- twasea? tfa». • ^ 

psotisiossi o& Ss«§aw oanw #s.3$, •. . • '-"'.,.■•- .-._- j 

thi* is to a4vi*o that Boston *2»%p whose iafoim&tioa ^r 

jftppWMB' i» tfco .£#po#t o£ S£fgU& Ageat -tfaraos 'S* Bremnan, dated -\ 
Becembsr 12., 1952, ait 8e*to«* &&ssachus«tta, £$' Asma&do $>0na*M 
who ia tho fetut hunt &msish$4 thio BMtro&a iatoaramtion '&t %r- 
security nature, ' )^r* Ponlm irfeoontly £e«t£&«ig at *t,,imoHO/-. ^. 
'fcO&ri&g Of the HOUWO .€c^?nitt00 ©a ffn-AaugBrioaa; AotitritMr* 
t a the 'eveat fci$ tfc&tnaoay is -desi#£d in ooaneotioa s&ta tfeio 
. *aattO£* this Stt*e*u tiGMLd 1»- ^ jtfttUted la 0£d$£ that hio - ~ 
■ asrail^iiitjr for testtiwoay is thi* case Bja^r bo dofcesaiaed* 



E 



this'iis. furnished for you** ialossaatioa and should 
aot tm disseminated to unauthorised persons o^'agOaoioo*- 



■J 



(1) AAG Internal Security' (end.) (under&eparate 
>**\ cover). O 

v ((I)7i00-r372696 (Armando Penha) 

RHE:jab^. •: 

(7) x . — : — - 

NOTE: Armando Penbifc, former I 

our Boston Office, from 195Q to 1957. He 
and a member of the Communist Party. He 



l"gpTRECORt>F^' 

Mffiant of 
T82C& iff *£aid iafsxmaat 
tesrgjfied before the 
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House Committee on Un-American Activities in Boston in 1958, 
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, , olson 

JkUchols _ 
iodrdmafi , 

l^elmont 

■Mohr 



Date* Sum lGf 1$5$ 

$01 Director of Kaval intelligence 

Bepartiaettt of the ftavy 
$he Pentagon 
Washington 25> B, C# 

Brass .John Edgar Hoover, Director 

Federal Bureau; of Investigation 



Subjects, [ 



Bepart&eni of the Mr Force 
SECURIT? OF (HHSBHSEHT EMPLOYEES 



£aaes E 
Massachusetts^ 
May 0, IgSSU 



Kefereace is fcade to the report of special Agent 
«. Breaaaa, dated October 2®* I95&V at Boston, 
a copyof which mm forwarded to 7ou on 



$his as to advise that Bostoa f-a„ whose information 
appears in |he abave-mentioaea report* is Armando Penha, who 
in the past has furnished this Bureau information of a seeuri,ty 
nature, -m* #enha recently testified &t a public heading of . 
the House Committee on un-American Activities. 

This is furnished fo# your information ana should 
not he disseminated to naanthorizeo persons ov agencies* 
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(1) 100-372696 (Armando Penha) 



1 was an informant of 
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RHE:jab#r -, 

(5) I 
NOTE: , Armando Penha, former 

our Boston Office from 1950 #o 1957. He was a paid informant! /) 
and a member of the Communist Party. " He testified before the|^ 
House Committee on Un-American Activities in Boston in 1958. 
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Assistant Attorney fiteneral 
Internal Security Division 



June 3'0 # 1958 



'-Director* £B* 



/ 8TCHAEL a. Kgsso . 

jssmsL security - c 

mXSL ACT OF 1940 

Arman do Penha. a former Boston informant,, has been 
nnder consideration as a potential witnessin the Smith Act 
™^t_t£?* *S«i J* t>rtc e / TfiA fnllAwitier information relati 




A review of Penha 1 s file at the insurance company 
reflects that he worked as a debit agent from March, 1946, to^ 
S lliol Daring March, 1950, tie company determined that 
Penha* s accounts had a shortage of approximately $252* Penha 
explained to^he company thaAe had>en having considerably 
expense in connection with his mother' s illness ^d, had gotten 
behind on payments on the mortgage on his nome* Penha f- •- 
supervisor recosasended leniency for Penha and he was allowed to 
Continue his work. The file reflects this shortage was repaid. 

During July, 1950, another shortage of a Bg?g xi ®Shl y 
$148 was found in Penha* s accounts. On August |» B50. Penha 
submitted his resignation to the insurance company »l»Mt 
S Safin the best interests of the company and himself to do 
so. A nStatioh In his file dated October 27, 19S0, reflects all 
. shortages were repaid. 
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Assistant Attorney General 
Internal Security Division 

Penha has advised that he had offered his services 
to the Bureau in February or March* 1950, and because of his 
Coiaanmist Party activity he was unable to devote sufficient 
time to the insurance business* As a result his production 
fell off and he was reprimanded by the manager of the insurance 
company who later requested his resignation because of his lack 
of production k Penha stated he did not feel that the shortages 
in his accounts had anything to do with the request for his 
resignation. 
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subject: ARMANDO PENHA 

SOURCE OP INFORMATION 




UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
(100-372696) date: June 16, 1958 
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Re Bureau letter May 29, 1958. 



T ,, „„ ■ , _.- — l° f the Investigation Bureau, 

?S to J?? 1 ? 0Ck ,, L J' fe Instance Company, Boston, Mass. (protect 
identity), advised the following concerning PENHA «s employ- 
ment with that company from a review of PENHA' s file: 

« P ?% b fSfn to work for the John Hancock Insurance 
District? ' aS a Debit AgeBt ' N6W Bedford ' Mass. 

^ x, ^ * ?u rin S March, 1950, it was determined that PENHA 
had the following shortage: 



Gross weekly premiums 
Gross monthly premiums 
Gross ordinary premiums 
Total 



$ 71.80 

56.54 

123.97 

$ 252.31 




the shortage™ follows f atement to the C0 *W explaining 

During the winter of 1949 he had a great deal of~> 
sickness among all of his family. He was contributing^ Ml 
the payment of hospital expenses of his mother, who wis ifi^ 

22 hSPJI^ ?? d T the danser list ' as she was a diabeiicT £ 
and had high blood pressure. PENHA was sharing thisie£pense ^ 
with his pother. During the latter part of 1949 hSSlhlrf 

J2S Bte £<?? Pa ? ^ 00 ' 00 towards the P^ ent of hospital and P 
doctor bills of his mother. PENHA said he used up al| f oF -" 
his savings, to do this and, in addition, secured a loahX 
Subsequently, the loan payment became due, as well as'tht i 
mortgage payment, and PENHA said he found it most difficult / 

tl ffi ^X? enSeS ; During Februai ^ 1950, PENHA said he was f 
two months' overdue on mortgage payments and the bank told 




2- Bureau (100-372 696.) 
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(3) Jti .<^fc 



.y *t t- 



IS 



REC-* £6 



*-■*<. * it -. 



JUL 9 195#'"^ 



^ -. *'/&&/(, ~ /*?/ 



14 JUN 18 1958 ^ A 




« ♦ 



b7E 



him he had to pay within ten days. PENHA said he decided to 
sell his home. He said he used the ordinary and weekly 
premiums to cover the overdue mortgage payments and awaited 
the sale of his home to -adjust the discrepancies. He said 
the reason he did this was because he did not want to lose 
his home. 

During March and April, 1950* there was an exchange 
of correspondence between the John Hancock Insurance Company 
and PENHA f s supervisor recommending leniency which resulted 
in the recommendation that he be allowed to continue to work. 

On April 13* 1950* the Bonding Company, acting on 
the recommendation of the John Hancock Insurance Co., con- 
tinued him under bond. 

PENHA's file reflected this shortage was repaid. 

During latter July, 1950, an agent of the John 
Hancock Insurance Co. checked PENHA's books and determined 
that he had collected money on June 30, 1950 and deposited 
this collection July 24, 1950. Total shortage was determined 
to be $148.19. 

On August 1, 1950, PENHA submitted his resignation 
to the John Hancock Insurance Co., as he felt that in the 
interests of the company and himself, it was logical that he 
do so. He stated that it was difficult for him to perform 
his duties for reasons of health and did not desire to become 
a burden to the company. He stated his best attempts to try 
to become successful were not satisfactory to him. 

A notation in PENHA's file dated October 27, 1950, / 
reflected all shortages had been repaid. 



confidentially advised a small percentage 

of the debit agents often have shortages but make these 
shortages up before inspection. 
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Office Alefflu^znduw • united s^Ses government 



to : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-372696) date; June 27, 1958 
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SAC, BOSTON 



£2 
subject: ARMANDQ-'PENHA 

SOURCE OP INFORMATION 



Rebulets March 10, and March 21, 1958. 

The usual justification letter which has been submitted 
in the past in connection with ARMANDO PENHA as required 
by Section 107 N of the Manual of Instructions is not 
being submitted at this time because PENHA is no longer 
a paid Source of Information* 

On April 25, 1958, P ENHA was paid the sum of $75*00 by 
SA I I for personal services rendered from 

March Ih. to A nril ~1^« 1Q58. At that time PENHA was 



informed by SA I I that that would be the 



last payment made to him by the Bureau because PENHA 
advised that the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
paid him $300 for his services from April 15, to May 15, 
1958 and intended to pay him another $300 for his services 
t in May. 

PENHA is still being used by the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities and has been requested to appear as a * 
witness at Atlanta, Georgia for an HCUA hearing to be held 
in that city July 1, and July 2, 1958. PENHA is presently 
employed by the city of New Bedford Veterans 1 Services, 
New Bedford , Massachusetts and receives a salary of $65.00 
per week as an investigator by that agency. 

Due to the fact that PENHA was connected with the Communist 
Party in New Bedford, Massachusetts, as a Bureau informant 
from 1950 to 1957, it will be necessary from time to time 
to contact him but at the present time he is not being 
paid as an informant . 

This Source of Information has not shown any personal #H\ 
weakness, does not have any domestic difficulties and ^ 
has not indicated -&ny untrustworthiness or unreliability. 
It is believed Ifcfaeut his continued use as Source of Information 
will not csesse -any- "embarrassment to the Bureau. 

%itkn iff \ * «*!*#■ /64-3?<pI&*?C~J7'X 

(3) r .-!... REG- 24 "- c\ v *T# 

RM ....,- 2OJUN301958 \\ v J/ 
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Permission is, therefore, requested of the Bureau to continue 
ARMANDO PENHA as an unpaid Source of Information. 
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